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TRADE OF INDJA WITH EASTERN TURKESTAN, h. 

TRADE WITH CBINTRAL ASIA, 

(Politioal, No. 164). 

The Governor General  of India in Council  t o  t h e  Secretary of State for India. 

Simla, 8 O c r o k r  1866. 
ADVERTING t o  t h e  correspondence forwarded wi th  Our Despatch, No. 12, dated 

30 J u l y  1864 (Revenue),  w e  have the honour  t o  
tranymit,  for  the information of H e r  Majesty's dafi;t;~rA~;~.I~cioP"m.vt~l, C!arnmhbomof J d d u ,  
Government,  copies of t h e  papers marginally noted rv0t, by Mr. T. D. ~ , , ~ , . t h ,  C o m n l i m ,  of ~dd,,,, 
on the subject of the t rade  of Rritieh lntl ia wi th  dated 28th Aups t  1808. 

To  Socrrtary,Gorernment, Punjab, Qtd 10th Septambw Centra l  Asia, v 2  Eaetern Turkestan,  and the  leee, no. 
obstacles occa8ioned b t h e  exactious of t he  Ca*h- Z mere officisle a t  h d a k  . 

(EXTRACT.)-NOTE by T. D. Forsyth, Esq., Cornmissioner and Superintendent, 
Julinder Division, dated Spiti, 1 August 1866. 

The euhject of trade between India and Cautral Asia KM ably and fully discuased in 
a Re  ort* drawn up by Mr. H. H. Davies, under the orders of Sir R. Alontgome . a gd, P m b e n h r  
~ h o r t y ~  after reading thi., 1 accompanied Sir R. M o u f g n ~ e r y  on his tour through CWX- I'm No. 66, of 
mere, and had ample opportuuitics of learniu<r the atate of trade between that country and lm. 
Ynrkand. But  little real kno\vledge was hag either of Russia'a power or her intentions; 
but there was generally a eort of undefined fcar that she could and mould strctch forth 
her hand and sweep the whole commerce of Asia into her grmp. Dcteru~incd, therefore, 
to ascertain the truth as far as possible, I paid a risit to Russia in 1864, :md was present 
a t  the great Xijni Novgorod fair. From the very interesting rcports of Mr. Savile 
Lumley, becretary to the Embassy at  St. Petersburg, and frum conversation with him, 
and many English, Scotch, and Russian merchants there, I gatherecl much information, 
which was duly reported to the Punjab Government. The pit11 of this infor~nation was, 
that  Ru~s ia ,  when seen nearer, is not to be so much dreaded as a rival in commerce. 
There are causes a t  work in the abolition of serfdom and the general movement in favour 
of liberty, which mill give am e employ~nent to all their factories and merchants to supply 
the newly-stimulated wmta o f k e i r  own countrymen, u, that little r i l l  he left for export 
for some time to come. An intelligent Scotch merchant on the Volga told me that 
already our merchants were spoilin their trade by entering Asia from the Black Sea;  
m d  it is the unanimous opinion of 31 whom l consulted that in all the countries north of 
India we ought to have absolute command of the market. 

I \vab told that shortly after our occul)ation of Cabul in 1838, our good- con~pletely 
drore the Russian trade out of the market, and had the supply of articles of the same 
quality continued, we fihould have held our own. As  it ia, the quality of goods eupplied 
fell off, and the Russians then regnined their footing. The principle then laid down waa, 
that we should send in a continuous supply of goods of superior quality, and then me have 
nothing to fear. 

On  assuming charge of the Trans-Sutlej Division on my return to India, I have made 
it my business to study the question further, and have just completed a tour through the 
frontier provinces of Lahoul and Spiti, the people of which countries trade with Yarkand 
and Khotan. 

I learn from them that English goods of a superior kind are much in demand in those 
m a r k e h  and Russia can only compete when our supply fails. But  they tell me that 
whatever be sent from India, in three years' time an imitation, but of course an inferior 
article, is supplied from Russia, which is purchased on1 for want of the better. 

The coi~clusion, then, that  r e  may arrive nt is, t% all other considerations being 
favourable, it is our own fault if we allow this opportunity of securing the extension of our 
trade to slip out of our hands. 

Now let us take up the other considerations. 
Ynrkand and Khotan are two 3lahomedan provinces which have been for a long time 

under the Chinese yoke, but during the last two years have managed to emancipate them- 
selves from foreign rule. Hitherto they have been most hostile to all strangers, but now 
they have occasion for our aid to protect themselves from the return of the Chinese on 
one hand, or from being mallowed up by the Russians on the  other. 

384.  A 4 They 
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They are rendy, then, to rcccive us, have nlready I~ospitably cntcrtnined one Epgliah. 
men who hns adventured into their country, and have scnt an nrnbassador to seek our 
assistance. 

There would nppcar to be every reason, thcn, why we should reciprocate those friendly 
ndvnnccs, and improve a trade already existin . 

I now come to convider tlie state ot our trac G as i t  is a t  present with these countrics. 
Therc are two great routes to Parkand from the plains of India ;  onc passea througll 

Cpshmere and Ladnkh; the other goes thrbu h Kulu and Lahoul to Ladakh. There 
is a third routc across Spiti and through the th inese  frontier, but i t  is not much used, 
nnd thcrc are many practical ol)jcctions to it. 

The  route through Lahoul is the more ancient, and is, moreover, decidedly the most 
direct ; but owing to certain obstacles i t  has not as ye t  been used ad freely as it might be, 
and trade a t  present flows languidly amidst ninny liindr:inces througli thc Caslr:nere 
channel. 

I purpose now to set forth the advantages of the Lahoul route, and to show how the 
obstacles may all be rc~noved by a stroke of the Viceroy's pen. 

T l ~ c  prominent advantage of the Lahoul route is, tliat our traders can then march 
through Rritieh territory to within 23 days'joumey of lchotan, whereas by Cashmere 
they are upmards of 63 ~narchcs Fro111 our fiontier to the same point. Then, too, therc 
are immense taxes and exactions l e ~ f i e d  on merchants passing through Cashmerc, from 
which they arc cxcn~pt  in tra\ clling through our country. 

The Tmns-Sutlej Division of the Punjab juts out like a promontory into the sea of 
Himalayan hlountains, and en:tblcs us from British soil to stand and survey a t  a com- 
parativcly close distance all that goes on bctwccn Cnshmcrc on one side, null Cl~ina  on 
thc other, with the forcign countr~es ~prencl ant 1)cSore as. 

Thc  road up to the British f'rontic: at  Lingti is quitc passable for ladcn animals, and 
with a little further outlay might bc made most casy. 

There are two passes; the Rotang, 13,900 fect, and Bara Lxcha, 16,060 feet. The  
Rotang Pass has acquired unenviable notoriety, not merely for the frequent loases of life 
i n  its passage, but lately as being tlie pass over which Lord Elgin made his fah1 journey. 
For~ner ly  this pass was impract~cable for ponies, and tlie Chandra River, with its birch 
twig bridge, was \\holly impassable for cattle. B u t  within the last few years an exccllcnt 
riding road 11;~s been madc ovcr the pass, and a substantial wooden bridge spans the 
Chandm. Al l  through the Lahoul Valley, and up to thc top of the Bars Lacha Pass, 
the road may bc riddcn over with casc ant1 safety. Here  and there bad places arc to be 
met ~vith,  requiring a little engineering sltill and the application of some blabting 
powder. 

Fo r  a comparatively trifling outlay, then, the road to within 23 dayd journey of Khotan 
might be made a broad highway for traffic. 

B u t  there arc prcscnt obstacles more serious to trade which moncy mill not remove. 
I n  order to ge t  front British ground to tlic Khotan market, trader8 must necds pass 

through Ladakh, and the Maharajah of Catillmere, our tributary and ally, bound by 
every tie of gratitude and allegiancc to further our interests, has practically determined to 
do everything in his power to put a stop to our trade, and to throm every obstacle in the 
way of our progress. 

F o r  years past tlie Lahoul traders havc con~plained of the exactions Icvied on their 
goods as thcy pass tlirougl~ Lch, the capital of Ladakh. Relnonstrances may have been 
made to the nlaliarajah, and I believe he has made professions of a desire to relax his 
oppression : but the fact, for which I can officially vouch, remains the samc, tliat he has 
not abated one iota of his heavy transit dutics on all tradcrs who pass by the Lal~oul 
route. 

I t  is the avowed intention of the Cashmerc Government, openly acknomledgcd in the 
Le11 market, to prohibit all goods from passing by thc Lahoul route. Traders from J3us- 
sahir, owing to an old convention between tlie viziers of thc two countries, are allo\ved to 
pass their goods through a t  half thc rates imposed on tlie ICulu and IAahoul tradcrs, 
who have to sneak through thc country, ant1 have to pay heavy rlouceurs in addition to tlie 
regular taxes to escapc a11 kinds of pctty annoyances. Nor does tlie cvil cnd Iierc. I n  
the days of Native rule, when I iu lu  and Ladalth cach h'td their independent rajah, a 
kind of conrcntion m:ts c~tabl is l~cd Lctwecn tlic two countries to put a stop to the fre- 
quent reprisals madc by cach on tlic other's tmde. An  annual interchange of prcsents was 
madc by tlie sovercigm, in virtue of which ~ncrchants passccl from one country to the 
other free of molcstnt~on. 

On  the hot~lcversemmt ~ h i c h  followed tlic Sutlcj campaign of 1845-46, mhcn Rulu 
and Lahoul bccame British provinces, and Goolab Sing purchased the sovereignty of 
Cashmere and Ladakh, thc Lahoul people, thinking all fear of reprisals a t  an end, dis- 
continued rltc ayrncnt of their annual offering, and did not expcct any rcturn from 
Ladalih. B u t  kllolab S ing l  soon asserted his rights, m d  plundcrcd the property of the 
Lahoul traders, one ycar taking 13,000 rupces, and another year somewhat less, from tlie 
merchants, and tllrcatened to continuc his attacks unlcss he were regularly paitl. Ever 
since thcn a vakccl from L:tdalth has paid an allnun1 visit to Lahoul, a11d having presented 
a pony and a piccc of cloth, valued a t  the outside a t  about 60 rupees, to the Ncgu of 
Lahoul, collccts in return froni t l ~ c  variouv villages 32 maunds of iron, and about 125 
rupecs in c:~sli, as tribute to hi3 ~ i~as t e r .  Tha t  this is pure tribute I havc not tlie sliglltc~t 
doubt, for s11c11 i t  is called by the ~)coplc,  and the paltry present of a llony and piece of 
cloth cannot in any way bc considcrcd an interchange of presents. 

This 
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Thie state of things was relmrtcd by Mr. Lya11 three years ago, but mmelrow or other 
tile l\.Iallarajah mallaged to hold n veil bcfore tho truth, ant1 represented the tranaacti~,n as 
an intcrcllnnge of pregcllts, a t  tho discontinoance I J ~  wlrich he would feel nggrie~ cd. It 
was alsoallegcd that tlre Lahoulees obtained equivalent advantages for their paylnont, and 
so the tax was upheld. 

What  the advantages derivcd fronl the pnymerlt are I llavc failed to ascertain. It 
surely is 110 worth paying for to be i l l lo~ed to tradc under double thc exactionrr 
levied from otllera. The si~nplc fact is, that the Laho~tleed pay hecause they Bee no 
other way of 1)cing allowed to tradc at  all ; ancl whcthcr i t  bc called tribute, I,r be 
guiscd noder the plcasant of interchange of presents, it is a tax which they would 
gladly escape if the 13ritish Government would secure for them the free right to tmde. 

Such are the exactions levied on our tradere, that all small merchant8 have been driveu 
from the field, and eren Tara Chund, Ncgu of Lahoul, and the representative of our 
Govcrn~rlent on this frontier, has fount1 it ncces8ary to take a journey to the Court of 
.Ismoo and propitiate tlre Maharajah by open houlagc and acknowledgment of his power. 
The consequence is, that the necessities of' their poeition havc driven the Latroulees to 
divide their allegiance betwcen Caahmere and Englantl. 

Bu t  fortunately for our interests English merchants havc appeared on the ficld, and are 
takin up the trade which had wcll nimh been stifled by the Maharajah, arrd they havc 

appreciated the real state of tEc ewe, and are now about to solicit the protection 
of'the Government for the interest of British trnders. 

During my visit to Lahoul and Spiti I have asce~taincd the foregoing facts, and have 
proposed to the Punjab Government to  he allowed to visit Ichotan, in order to eecure 
the intereats of the traders belonging to this division, for which I am in duty bound to  
care. 

Bu t  i t  is necessary first to eecure the abolition of transit duties passing throu h 
LadaUr. Everywhere else t r a n ~ i t  dues are being abandoned, and they ehould n o t f e  
maintained in Cashmere. 

Even granting the  right of the Maharajah to cxact customs due on goods passed 
through the Leh  market, still there should be no impost on goods passing outside the 
town, and unopened. The direct road from Lahoul to Iihotan does not touch L e h ;  
i t  pasaee through au angle of Ladakh territory, and no town or market is found on the 
way. 

Thus there are but three objects to be nchicred, and they all appear easy of a ccom- 
plishment, and our trade with Central Asia, may Le established on a pernianeut aud 
profitable footing : 

First, the road has to be improved a t  a comparatively small coat. 
Second. we have to call on the bfaharaiah to follow the example of other countries 

and aboliih his transit dues. 
Third. we have to enter into commercial relations with Khotnn and yarkand, the 

rulers of which are ready to receive us  with open a rms  
I was quite unaware of the rejnlt of Mr. Johnson'a visit to Khotan when I proposed to 

the Punjab Government to pay a visit to Khotan, and even now I know nothing beyond 
the bare fact of his having gone and returned in safety. 

NOTE by Mr. T. D. For.cytll, Commissioner of Julinder ; dated 28 August 1866. 

IN 1864 an agreement was entered into between the Lieutenant Governor of the 
Punjab and the Maharajah o f  Cashmcre for the reduction of the tariff on English goods 
im orted into Cashmere. 

k11e intention of the Punjab Government was that the reduced scale should be applied 
to all goods sent into Cashmere by any route. 

Bu t  i t  has not been applied to articles of tradc passing by way of Lahoul, on which the 
old heavy rates arc still levied. 

Some of the most important articles are taxed aa fo1lolvs:- 

TOTAL - - - RI. I 18 8 2 = a b o ~  .t percent. 

0pitcm.-The average value is 133 rupees per nlaund, on which the following dues 
are levied :- 

Customs - - - - - - - 
Choongee -  - - - - - - 
Nuzzur Bhattee a t  14 annas per rupee - 
Brokerage 2 per cent. - - - - 

Rs. a. p. 
2 8 - 
- 13 2 

12 7 6 
- 2 11  
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Sugar.-Vnlue of a nlar~nd 16 rupees :- .R$. a. p. 
Custom duea - - - - 
Choongee - - - - - 
Nuzzur Bhnttee - - - - 
Brokernge - - - - - 5 3 

TOTAL - - - 3 2 9- 18 per c c ~ ~ t .  

Spices.-The snme. 

Cloths.-Value varies. 
Customsdues - - - - - - 1 4 -  
Clinongee and other tax08 a t  U percentage on) SRllle as ul,ore. 

the v~due. 

Iron.-Value of a maund 8 rupees :- 
On this customs dues are - - - - 2 - - = 25 pcr cent. 

C'hzirru8.-Valne of n bhar  varies from 100 rupees to 200 rupees. 
On this a tax of 20 rupces is taken without weighing the goods, l,esides 
all other customs dues. 

The above rates arc taken in Ladakh on all goods p:lsscd through Ladakl~.  whether 
they are olreucd or not. No distinction is made between goods in transit and govds taken 
into rhe Lch  market. 

From the Secretary to the Government of India, Foreign Department, with the Govcrnor 
Gencral, to the Secretnry to  Govcmment, Punjab (No. 930); dated Simla, 10 S e p  
tenlber 1866. 

REI'EHRIKG to thc letter of Mr. T. D. Forsyth to pour addreas, dated 18th J u l y  1866, 
and a notc 11y the eanle officer, datcd 1st August, on the trade m-it11 Central Asia and the 
obstacles occasioned by the exactions of the Ladakh authorities, I am directed by the 
Right Hoi~ourable the Governor General in Council to communicate the folloming obser- 
vations for the guidance of the Honourable the Lieutenant Governor :- 

2. His  Excellency has had the opportunity of discussing the subject with RIr. Fomyth 
in personal conference with Dcman Nehal Chund of Jamoo with the Vizier Ciosain of 
Mundee, whose ~nercantile experience gires weight to his statements, and with the Negu 
of Lalloul, hlungul Siug, who accompanied Air. Forsyth, with the view of representing 
his grievances. 

3. Mr. Forfirth has drawn up a pnper, of which a copy is enclosed, showing the nature 
and incidrnce of the transit duties levied by the &faharajah of Cashmere on thc frontier 
of Thibet, i. e., on goods pilesing through the British districts of L h o u l  and Spiti. From 
this statenlent i t  is pre>~lmcd t11:1t the Cashmere import duty on sugar and epiceg aggre- 
gate* 18 per ccnt. on the estiniated rnlue, 14 per cent. on opium, 25 per cent. ou iron. 
On c l ( 1 t 1 ~  or British piece-goods the per ccntage is not very clear; but i t  prnbably does 
not fall below the average of the above duties. 

4. Kolv referring to your predecessor's letter of the 29th April 1864, it appe:nq that the 
Maila~njah cnpngcd that thc imlrorl duty to bc in futurc levied should uot cscertl 8 per 
cent. on piccc-goods and 124 per c e n t  on other articles. It mas also ngrectl that the 
tranbit duty on goods intended for l'nrkestan, Yarlrand, &c. ~ l ~ o u l d  be lirnitetl t . ~  5 per 
cent. nd rulorrm. Hcnce i t  is clear that, if' the table of dr~tics now alleged to hc l e ~ i e d ,  
as ~ouclied for by l l ungu l  Sing, is correct (and there ie no reason to doubt it- accuracy), 
then the Maharajah has not keljt to his promise. Flis Excellency in Council desire8 that 
tbir 1mi11t Irc brought prnnlinently to his Highness the hlaharajah's notice, and that his 
FIonour thc Lieutenant Goveinor will insist upon efictive measures on the p i r t  t)f the 
Jamoo Go\ernmcnt for limiting the demands of the Ladakh officida strictly in accord- 
ancc with the schedule of rates agreed upon. 

5. 1 an1 iustrurtcd to hring another sul~ject  nnder the notice of the Punjah Government. 
It would appear from the statement of the Negil of Lahoul, confirmed hy the Vizier 
Gosain, that the Ladakh authorities levy from Lahoul a money co~l t~ibut ion  of 120 rupees 
and 32 mounds of iron (in all 164 rupees) annually. I t  was alleged by Dew:~n Nehal 
Sing that t l~ i s  payment had been made for thc last 100 years; but whether this l)e ~o or 
not is nothing to the purposc. The Maharajah holds his territoriea, not by ancestral 
tenure, b l ~ t  in virtue o f t h e  trcaty of Arnritsir, made in 1846. B y  that treaty n c  trans- 
ferred to hid father, hlaharajah (;holab, in consideration of the payment of 7.; lalrhs of 
rupece, certain hill territories indicated by name and boundary, and exprcsely excluding 
Lahoul, which territoriee, together with certain otlicr districts, had n meek bcforc been 
ceded by the Lahore D u r l ~ a r  to the British Government. Thc provisions of the first 
treat!, alitl the manner in \ \ l~ich it was carried iuto effect, imply thnt the rights and 
intercets of the &faharajah are restricted to the territories thus accluired. IVhntcver  land^ 
he  held beyond those boundarie*, and whatever other claims lie may have I~osacssed, 

Iaps~(1 
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l ~ ~ f i c ~ l  to tLo British Govcrnlnent. Similarly, whatever ~mescsriona 1)clongctl to the Eikh 
or lZaj11ont chicfa, or to the Lahorc Durbar, in the hill r c e n s  within the LllVligrlcd lirn'ka, 
Icc.;ul~c. thc 1)rol)ert of tllc Mahar~~jah, and s111)jcct to l l ~ a  plcniurc. IIc~nrro ;u~v  rigbb 
nhic11 the ~ a h n r n ~ J  may have prcviuualy cnjoycd in Lahnul fell to the nritirh iisrern- 
ruenl. Tllclrc renlerk~ proceed on thr aarurnl~tion that the Muharjnh may hnve ~rnnncn~cd 
)ersonal 1ipllt.9 in Luhoul prlor to tho al~ove trnn~nctionr; but hifl Errellrnry in C~~unci l  

Lelisles f l i t  any such asaunrl~tioo in  unfi1~1111ed; for, as Nailul of JLIIIIIH), the late 
blnl~ctra':ll~, I~reviously to the trentics of 186(i, hel~l silr~ply in tlrc calmcity of manager for 
the fjiklll (iovcrrlmcnt, and had nothin t*) rlo wit11 Lalioul, wbicll. it i a  up~adlencled, was is (like Tl~ilJet and Latlakh) uudcr the hazim of Cmhmcrc. 

6. Ilowever that may he, it is clcar that, ul~dcr the treaties Ileforc mcntioncd, the 
Mallnr~~juh llan no vestige of right or authorit in Lnlloul ; and although the money con- 
~idcrn t io~~ i~~rolvcd in the payu~cuts hebre d u l c d  to ir iu ibrlf in*ipifieant, e t  l& 
Ercelle~~cy ilr Council is not dirlloscd to allow ot' ally HUCII cr~sroaelmcnt er cfaim u 
voulll I,c implied undcr tllc assertion uf the right to Icvy it. The inhahitsub of Lahoul 
are B~-iticl~ sul?jccts, and to t h i ~  Gt)vcrnlnent alone should they be rerponsihlc for any 
pnyrncnt~ of rcvcnue. 

7. The Nrgu of Lahoul stated that, of the 1G4 rupees levied b t l ~ c  J :~~noo  official 
at Ladalb, 36 rupeaa r m  p i d  to LimacY aa his pcrguiaite ; thud ma&ng the cllirf man in 
Lahoul a servant of the Maharajah, and nubeervient to Ilia interests. 

8. Tile Negt~, it is believed, m i v e s  only eome 30 rupee8 per annum for 11id nervicee 
to the British Government, and his allowances should be ~ncrccmcd, at lcaat in pro ~ortion 
to what he r i l l  lose by the stoppawe of the Jnrnoo tribute. His Ercellcncy in douncil 
requestu that this Inay be i n q u i r d  into. The revenues of all Lahoul, cxtcuaivc au it is, 
are believed to he only 2,000 rupees, nnd it is understood that it could not wcll hear any 
additional demand. 

9. Iris ExceUcncy in Council observes that, iu 1863, something like a prolrnsal wae 
~nade to co~npcnaate the Maharajah for the losa of duties ex1)ectcd from thc nrrangementa 
then co~~cluded. It ie presumed that nothing further was donc in this direction. Any 
such propoaal was altogether inadmissible. 

The  S e c r ~ t a r y  of State I'or J ~ ~ d i a  to  the Governor Genaral of Intlia in Council ; 
datrd 7 hlarch 1867. 

Sir, 
1 .  Tlie letter of your Excellency's government, KO. 164 of 1866, i n  the  

Forri.cn Political Depnrt,ment, encloses some very ilrterestirrg correspondence 
relating t t r  tlie trade of Central Asia. 

2. T h e  subject primarily treated in these paper.., and the one rvepecting which 
the vietts of your Excelleucy's p v e r n m e n t  are exyre-sed, is t h e  departure ot' tlir 
Maliaraj;~li of Cashmere from the promises made by him, in 1864, for the 
reduction of certain import and tr,lnsitduties on articles of Brilish-Indian prodlice 
entering or  passing through some parts of hi.; Highness's domini~)ns. On thc: 
subject of the agreement then entered into, th(. view+ of 1-1, r Maiesty's Govern- 
ment were cornr&unicated to jou  ill a srparatc rerellue de-patch, ci t 'I 31 ',larch 
1865. I t  cannot be otl~ermise than a source ot extreme regret that an arranze- 
ment, from \r,l~icl~ such good results \\,ere anticipatetl, ~ l ~ o u l d  now be p~onourlced, 
LEO far HS the Mallarajah's engagements are  concernr.11, to be " little Illore than a 
sham." I concur iri opinion with your Excellency's Governmeut, that  the 
hlillrarajal~ of Cashmere should be held s t~ ic t ly  to his cngagemenrs a1111 1 approve, 
therefore, tlie instructions contained in your Srcretarg's letter of the 10th of 
September* last. I have n o  doubt that the Lieutenant Governor of the Purtjnb, in  
givilrg effect to  your Excellency's views, will have done 11i3 best t o  persuade the  
Maharajah that his lea1 interests \r,ill everltually be best promoted by the adoption 
of a libern1 fiscal system in place of the  irregular and a rb l tn~ry  exactions to which 
he is now stated t o  resort. 

3. 1 have read with great interest the reports of' Mr. Forsy th, i n  the corre- 
s p o ~ ~ d e n c e  now under review, relating t o  Russian and British trade with t h e  
countries of Central Asia. Tlie zeal and ability which he has displi~yed, i n  pro- 
sectlti~rg tllcse interesting and i m p o ~ t a n t  inq!iiries are liiglrly creditable to him, the  
more especially as  these inquiries appear to have Ijren conducted, to a considerable 
extcat, a t  l ~ i s  own expense. 

384. B 2 4. I observe 
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4. I observe t h a t  Mr .  F o r s y t l ~  hiis solicitcd t h c  permission of Government  l,-, 
visit  Kbotan,  with i1 view t o  t hc  opening o u t  of o u r  t r0 lde  with Centra l  Asia. I 
d o  n o t  gatl ier  f rom the  papers  bcforc Ine w h i ~ t  answer I 1 i i ~  becn r e tu rn rd  to this 
request. W i t h  r e f e ~ . e ~ ~ c e  t o  t h e  cxplor;ltions of h l r .  Johnson,  whosc very 
interesting rcllort o n  tlre K l ~ o t a n  coun t ry  has bcen  highly comlnendecl by tire 
Royal Geogrirphical  Society, as a very v ,~luable  co r~ t r ibu t ion  t o  o u r  knowledge of 
a hi ther to  rilniost u l ~ k n o ~ v n  terri tory,  y o u r  Escel lency has remarked " that  tile 
"explora t ions  of Engl ish  officvrs i n  Central  Asia a r e  no t  wor th  t h e  risk t o  whicIl 
" the i r  o w n  lives, a n d  t h e  prestige of t h e  Government employing t l ~ e m ,  a r e  
" exposed ; " and I concur in opinion i th  your Exccllency tha t  n o  sucli hazardous  
journeys  sllould be under taken by or!e of y o u r  own  officers wi thout  t he  special 
consent  of y o u r  Government.  1 shall  b e  g l ad  t o  learn f rom your  Excellency 
w h a t  a r e  t he  opinions of t h e  Lieutenant  Gove rnor  of the P u n j a b  and of your  
Excellency's Gove rnmen t  concerning tlie proposal of Mr. Fo16gth t o  visit tha t  
iu teres t ing  part of the  couutry.  

I have, &c. 
(signed) Cranbortze. 

(No. 35 of  1868.-Political.) 

The Governor  General of Ind ia  in C:ouncil t o  t l ie Secretary o f  Sta te  for India,  
4 M a r c h  1 8 6 8 .  

WE have  tile honour  to  forward copy o f  a let ter  f r o m  t h e  P u n j a b  Government ,  
s abmi t t i ng  Dr. Cayley's in teres t ing  a l ~ t l  valuable repor t  of h is  proceedings i n  
L a d a k h  du r ing  t h e  pas t  season. W e  also forward a copy o f  o u r  r emarks  thereon. 

Political. 

From OEciating Secretary to Government of Punjab to Secretary to Government of India, 
Foreign 1)ep:lrtment (KO. 40-116; dated 27 January 1868). 

I N  forn'arding, for the infor1n:ttion of l ~ i s  Excellency the Viceroy and Governor General 
in Council, the enclosed copy of a report, dated 13th January, horn Dr. H. Cayley, on 
special duty in Lad;lkh, I aln directed by t l ~ e  honourable  he 1.ieutenant Governor to 
conimunic;~te the fo!lo\ring remarks :- 

* See Parlia- 2. hlr. Davies, in his Trntle Rel,ort,* which was submitted with the letter of this Govern- 
paper, ment, No. 47) d a t ~ d  23rd January l B G 3 ,  brought to notice that, in consequellcc of tlie entire 

N ~ .  c5 of ,86+ remission of custonls duties on the Peshnwur and Del-ajat border by Sir John Lawrence, 
when Artill: T<esident at  Lallorc in 18.18) the t~.stle wit11 Af:l~anistan, particularly by the 
routes Iracling fiwm l'eshatr ur, Itat1 gr,.;~tly incre;lsed. Mr. Davies also poinled out t l~nt 
access to the markets of Eastern 'I'urkestan Ily the ni~tural route, pn.;sing through Cash~nere, 
rvas  virtually ba~red by the excessive duties levied on goods in transit: 

3. T l ~ e  question of the reduction of transit tluties was afterwards discussed with Diwan 
Joala  S;lhai, the Prime hlinister of the Maharajah, w11o agree11 on the part of his Highness 
to reduce the eristins duties to rates approvecl of by 111e Lieutenant Governor, on receiving 
con>pens;itlo~~ nnrounting to o~~e-hal f  of any loss of revenue whicl~ might be caused to tlre 
Mahalajal~. A t  the sallle time tl~t' Diwan took the opportuniry of subu~itting the arder~t 
decire of' t l ~ c  Rlaharaja11 to acquire 111e territory of Bijwat in commutatiot~ of a loan whicli 
Ile h ;~d ~~ra t lc  11) tlle British Government of six 1:tkIis of rupees. 

4. Lord Elgin, then Vicerov, did not pass any final orders on these proposals at  !he time. 
But as Sir Robert Montzomers had visited Casllniere in 1863, a ~ ~ d  on that occasion lrad 
been tlirect~d to tliscuss the ~r~attel-  with the M a l ~ a ~ a j a b  in pcrson, the Governor General 
stated that he would give his decision or1 his arriving :it Scalkote. Lord Elgin, however, 
died in the n ~ e a ~ ~ t i n ~ e ,  and no definite issue resulted I'ron~ the ~>roposals which had b ~ e n  
made. 

5 .  In  the beginning of 1804 the i\Iaharaj;~h intimated to the Lieutenant Governor that 
the eul)ject \\as still under coosideration, and sl~ortly afterwards Diwaa Kihnl Clland plac.ed 
the ~.esults of the Maharajah's drliberations befirre tlie Lieutenant Governor. T l ~ e  duties 
formprly taken by weight or mule load were converted to an ad valorem rate charge- 
able on tllc value stated in the invoice, and the folloning reductions were made on tlie rates 
of duty :- 

Piece 
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Piece goods - - - f ion~ 30 - - to 8 per cent. 
Raw sugar - - -  ,, 150 - - tn 12-8 ,, 
l'ea - - - - - ,, I - - to 12-8 ,, 
Spices an11 d r ~ ~ g s ,  various r;~tea to u ~ ~ i f o r m  rate of 12-11-0. 
Metals - - rrorn 21  - to lU4 - - to 1'2-0 prr cPnL 
Rock aalt - - 0-13-0 prr n i a ~ ~ n d ,  - - 8 r ~ n ~ ~ a v  per maund. 

These ratcs were al)rllied to foods exported from the Punjab into the M;~h~~rajali 'e t c ~ r i t o r ~  
by any of the Ioll11wing routes :- 

Jamoo and I3;1nil1al, Akuur, Buodl~il, anrl Sun~it(sic oriy.) 
B y B h i m h u r  - - - - - - - -\,To Serinrrur  and 
Bv Gtilahun (s ic  orig.) - - - - - 
By Mozuffrrabad - - - m - -  - j  Ladakh. 
B y J a m o o a n t l K i s l ~ t a e a r -  - - - - - ToLadakhdi rec t .  

The  rates on goods proceeding to Leh by the Kulu rout,., ~ r l ~ e t l ~ r r  tram Busaahir or the 
Punjab, were always pretty reasonable, a ~ ~ d  generally below even the ~evised   rate^ ahove 
noted. But the rates rln the following articles, which were higlily taxed, were reduced :- 

Iron - - - - - from 2-13-0 per maund - to 0-3-0 per maund. 
Sugar -  - - - - ,v 1-4-0 - t~ 0-3-9 ,, 
Sugar candy - - - ,, 1-4-0 ,, - 100-8-6 ,, 
Molasses and coarde s u g a r  - ,, 1-4-0 ,, - to 0-2-3 ,, 

Changes were ale" made in the  rate of goods imported to the Punjab from Yarkaud or the 
Muhal.ajah's dominiuns, wl~etlicr by the Cashmtlre, J a ~ n o o ,  K U ~ I I ,  or Bussahir routes. But 
the duty on goods coming from Leh  to Serina2ur and onwards was not shown. 

6. Anot l~er  most l~eneficial reform wras int~~oducetl I;y the hlalinrajah a t  the same time. 
Formerly there \\*as no d~ffereoce made in tlie rates whether goods were sold at  Srinngar or 
went on to Leh and Yarkand. This arranuenient i l l  practice ~,revente~l any  goods going 
beyond Serinagur, and the traffic was rest~icted to the KIIIU route, though a very much lrlore 
difficult one than that  of  Casl~mere. 111 1664 a unifor111 t r a ~ ~ s i t  duty of five per cent. war 
fixed Tor goods qoing to Le11 ; and the trader to Yarkand by Serinagur was t l ~ u s  placed in a 
position, fiscally, not less :~dva~itagcous than tliat of one trading w ~ t h  Bokl~ara by 
Pea11 aw ur. 

7. The  rates were not levied on the frontier of the Maharajall's ~erritories, I ~ u t  a t  the 
towns, and varied with 111e distance. Those a t  ,Tanloo were lorrrr t h m ~  t l~ose a t  Serinagur. 
A trader buying goods a t  Jamoo and t : ik~ng them to Serinagur l~arl to p:iy the difl'ereoce 
between the rates of these places. In  the state~nenls  whicl~ were shown to the L i r . u t e n a ~ ~ t  
Governor a t  that time there was no 111e11tion of the rates on goorls sent from Leh  and 
Yarkand 10 Serinagur, ant1 it did not clrarly appear rvl~ether tlle1.18 \\'as any  intentioc~ on the 
Rlnharajah's part to confine t l ~ e  trade 1i.ol11 t l~ose places to the KII I I I  route, nor were t l ~ e  
rates to be levied on tlie fine Turfdni sl~a\rl-wool anywl~ere specified. 

8. O n  the whole, I:o\vevet., the Lieuteuant Gorer~ ior  reqarded the measures of the 
nlaliarajah with much satisfaction, and trusted that  they would result ill a n  expanded trade. 
both wit11 the town of'Serinagur, the p o l ~ u l o ~ ~ s  valley of Cilshnlere, and ultimately with Eastern 
Turkestan. All possible ~ ~ u b l i c ~ t y  was, therrfure, ziven to thenew tarif. 

9. In July 1866, howev~,r, 311.. Forsyt!~, who had reccntlr trarelled in Lnhoul, received 
many complaints of the heavy c s a c t i o ~ ~ s  levied on B ~ i t ~ a l ~  traders by the L a d a k l ~  nutl~orities. 
Mr. Forsyth brought to the norice of t l ~ e  local Government t l ~ a t  11le reduction of duties 
professedly made by the JIallarnjah was in reality little more than II s l~am,  the reduction 
being granted only in rare casts  to those traders who were supposed to have influence 
enough 1 0  make tlicir complaints known to the lic;~(l of the Governn~ent. He added that 
from inquiries miltle I)y him in Ru5.i;~ and from Inclinn traders he ~a there t l  that. British 
goods would d ~ i v e  out Russian goods from the nlarkets of Central Asia, if o ~ ~ l y  the trade 
was not  improperly obs t r~~cted .  

10. The subject mns iaken up wit11 in~erest  Ily thi. local governme~tt, and tlie niaharajali 
of Cashmere was atldresset! with n view to the ren~oval of the obhtruc~ions to  trade. hlr. 
Forsjtlr had also an interview \vit11 his Exccllenc the Viceroy, a t  which Diwan N i t ~ t ~ l  
Clland, the M a l l a r ~ a l l ' i  conhdent~r l  age11t, and 1b'azIr Gu-ail1 of blandi were present 
Tlle Lieutenant-Guvernor solicitctl authority to depute ;In assistant-comt~~issio~ier to Ladakli 
to look after t11c intereats of tr,tders, but tIieSupretne G o v e r n ~ ~ ~ c - n t  suggested tha t  a ~nedicol 
officer ~ \ ~ o u l d  be ~ ~ ~ o s t  suitable for the post, the duties o t  rvhicl~ \\ere laid down a s  
follows :- 

The officer selected " must be cautioned against any interference in the inlerna' 
administration of tlie country. The primary object he will have to keep in view will 
be the maintenance of tile taritf fixed by 11ie Alahnrajfih in 1864. Any infract~oo oE 
the tariff which his remonstrances on tlie spot ulay be unable to prevent bhould be 
prorllptly reported to the Punjab Government. Anotl~er, and very i l n p o r h ~ ~ t  branch 
of' his duties will be to inquirc closely into the nature and cxtent of the traffic, a s  it at 
present stands, between India and C e n t ~ a l  Asia, and to  report the uleasures which he 

384. B 3  would 
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\voul~l rrcornmend to srcule n f11r111, r deveIo1)111~~nt of t l ~ i r  trade. 14a*tly, Ir t ,  will pick 
up and sil't all the politic:~l i n l i r r m a t ~ o ~ ~  that ulny ctlnle in liis nay,  especially as reg:lrdp 
the ~ ~ r o g r e s s  of c ~ ~ e ~ ~ t s  111 C l ~ i n e ~ c  TurLe-tan." 

t 

11. 'l'hr Lirutenant G o v v r ~ ~ ~ i r  sc lee~rd  fur this duty Dr.  Caylcy, w l ~ o  ~ c p o ~ t e d  111s ilrlival 
a t  Le11 on the 24th J u n e  1867, l i a v i ~ ~ g  11lt.1 011 tllr road Diwa11 1ii1.a N . I I I ~ ,  who 1 1 . 1 ~ 1  becn 
sent 10 l.adi11tll n few days bvfore I)y t l ~ r  M u h a ~ a j a l ~  11) as& Dr .  Caylry in 111s elltlea- 
vc~urs to I)roll~oLe tlie tratle wit11 slid tl~rarupl~ L.tn!akl~, U I I ~  to cilrrv O U I  r e l i ~ r n ~ s  I I I  t l ~ v  nlo& 
cif' Itv!-i~lt. duty on ~ ~ ~ r r c h n n t l i s e  pase~ng bc>lrvee~l Br~tixll terrilo~.~e. a ~ ~ d  llle countries heyolld 
t l ~ e  HI 1ti.11 11,ontiers. 

1.2. Tlic results \\liicIi 1)r. Cuyleli h115 B I ~ C U I . C ~ ,  ak esl~ibited both in hifi weekly d i a 1 . i ~ ~  
suhn~~ttc'tl to this Guvernnirnt, and 111 111s present ReIlort, are, in tile L i e ~ ~ t e n a ~ ~ t  (;obrrnr,r's 
opini~m, highly satislacto~y ; ant1 h16 pruwecli~~.'s liave Fellerally been chi1actcri6e11 by c r~od  
judpn~ent, ; I I I ~  a kindly a l ~ d  C O I I C I I ~ U L O I Y  s p ~ r i ~  I)otl~ t o w i ~ r ~ l s  traller* i111d the othc~itls I I ~  the 
Maharajah. More t h a ~ ~  olle of the nlea=ul,es rvllich, I I I I C ; ~ ~  the urd. rs ul' G O V ~ ~ I I I I I C I I I ,  and 
in the interest of' trede, it Ilos been Dr. Cayley'aduty t10 insist on, \\.ereol'a natu1.e calculated 
t o  evokt  nnt a little oppositiun on tlle part of the local offic~als, wl~u ,  there is t o ~  ~ n l ~ c h  
re:lson to believe, wele i~ l le res~ed  ill upl~olding abuses, in spite of  the M:~l~arajalr 's orclers ; 
ancl it is very cretlitable to Dr. Caylry's tact and good j u ~ l ~ ~ i ~ ( . n t  that  hi. nie;iYul.ei and pro- 
posals, altlio~lgh not at  first always ~ ~ n d e r s ~ o o d  or ill)l)rrcia!ed I)y 111e K ~ s l ~ n ~ i r  Goverlinle~lt, 
have eventually, wLrn lully expla~netl, been acql~iesct tl i r ~  a ~ ~ d  frequently apl)rove~l. 

13. I 'hrre ran  be no douht tha t  thc Mal~ariljall hi18 alw;~ys sl~ns, n the Crealcsr 1.c:;ldiness 
to meet the wishes of C:overnlnelit to assist Dr. ( 'ailey, ancl to atlopt n1easrll.r for tlie 
inlproven~ent of' trade, a ~ ~ d  tlie p rc~tec t io~~ ol nlercl~~rnts i r ~  Ladakh. TIIIS i, fully sllorvn by 
liis removing Hira Nand, w l ~ ~ ,  was rcported to hiln tls ohstruc~ing the intlulri~ s nliich Dr. 
Ca l ley  inst~tuted,  and keeping up a syste111 of es!~ionage on the ~ ~ r o e e e d l ~ ~ g s  01 tl1i11 olhcer; 
by'his aboli~ion ol' the rxlra d u t ~ e s  I I I  the shape of ~ruzzer butti, choongi, and zahati, levied 
by liis nR~rlalz, ~ n d  the tax of five ruptes, and I.ne felt on euch cal,avon; by 11is rrduction 
ol tlie tillties on the Kulu and Ranipoor routefi ; a ~ ~ d  by the establisl~rnent of a 5 per cent. 
ad volorem duty on goods in transit through L d a k h  to British  erri it or!.. For these 
mva-urrs t11r Milharajah is enti~led to i~cknowledgn~ents ; nnd if '  he is not prepared just 
yet to accept the more libe~,ul policy which tlie Britlsll Guvern~nent  would wlsl~ to  aee 
adopted, the Lieutenant Governor does not t h ~ n k  this is to be rr,ondr~.ed al. 

14. For the present, the Lieutenant Governor is not to s u g e s t  to the \ l a l~ar :~ jah  
Dr. Caylel'6 proposal t h ; ~ t  t l ~ e   rans sit duty be reduced to 24 per cent. ud valorem ; any such 
proposal at  p ~ e s e ~ l t  would only dishearten I~ini : and after t l ~ e  experience of a year or two, 
if the irirerests 01' trade Le a s  well r e ~ r e s e ~ ~ t e d  in L a d a k l ~  as they have been this year 
by Dr. CClyley, the Mallarajali will probably rrq\lil.e ncr ;~rcurnent  to conr i l~ce  h i n ~  that 
lur~lier  c~~ncess icns  in this respect nlny be made with ildvar~tage to trarlels a11tl to his own 
revenues. 

15. The concessio~~s to which the Rla l~ara ja l~  hafi shown t h r  greatest rr luc. t ; :~~cc is the 
transport of the fine 'I'ulfani wool to  British territory. The value of this wool in~lbo~,ted 
illto L;~dabh  \\,a, 23,000 rupees. For the first tinir, a s111al1 quantity wortll 650 rupees 
found its way to British territory. 'The bulk of it, wortll 19,480 rupees, rvas taken to 
Cashnicre. l'lle Lieutrnilnt Governor has already apl~rovecl of Dr. Cayley's order, tlirectil~g 
that 110 r e ~ r r ~ c t i o n  should be plilced on the transport of this wool any  mnrc than (111 othcsr 
goods, on payment ol the 5 per cent. duty ; and the S u p r e l ~ ~ e  Government ( N ~ I .  I ,083, 
dated 23rd October 1867) l ~ a v e  a!)provrd o i  the course wliic11 the L i e i ~ t e n ; ~ ~ ~ t  G o v r r ~ ~ o r  has 
adoptetl, and drriirerl that the p o i ~ ~ t  be resst t l  on the Mallarajali firmly, I ~ u t  courteously. 
There ilplleals to IIC nothing ill the tarik 01' 1864 to jus t~fy  t l ~ e  n i t ~ ~ i o p u l ~  of 1111s tvool by 
Cashmere; and i ~ s  tra11~11ort to Uritisli territory mill not inlerfe~e with the tr.tdr i ~ , t o  tl~iit 
country. Dr. Cayley states tha t  the wool can be sul~p!ied i l l  immense q u a n t i t ~ r s  ; ; ~ n d  to 
give Britis11 ~ r a d e r s  and n ~ e n u l i c t ~ ~ r e r s  the 1)encfit of the market w ~ l l  not in wiiy deprive 
Cashmere ol i t ;  O I I  h e  contlary, tlre trade will pl.obal)lv illcrease immensely, and the 
Caslimcre Governn~ent  will gain not 11nly tlie 5 per c e l ~ t .  O I I  the wool, l ~ u t  6 per c r :~I .  011 the 
Br~t i sh  goo(1s ~ l i a t  are t ran~l)orted to Yarkand In c xcliange lbr it. 

16. T l ~ e  1,ieutenant G o v r r n ~ ~ l -  tlierulore irssultles that  t11g.re will, in future, be no ;~lrelilpt 
made on the part of the Maharajah to exrrcise a monop~rly over goods i l l  transit, a s  bring 
a prc~ceeding opposed to the law of all nations; a ~ i d  he w~l l  bc, prepared on all sn~table 
occasions to enlbrce this view, which has already bee11 approved by the Supretlle 
Government. 

17. Fro111 the rrturns which Dr. Cayley has subl~litted, it appears that  the trade hum 
Kashn~i r  to Leh end Yarkilnd consirtschiefly ol'gootls, such as saffron, I Ic.e, c l i ~ ~ d d <  rs, 11ntt11, 
&C., wllich can be supplred better, cheaper, and in 1;lrgt.r quant i t~rs  by Cashmere tl1a11 fi.(~m 
Br i~ ish  territory, wl~ile tlie I31,itish trade is chiefly ill piece-goods, grocerieb, tea, ~ J ; I L  fikins, 
&C., wliich Casllmere c a n n ( ~ t  supply. l 'his  Illrough traffic is a direct ; idvt~~itagc tu the 
Maharajah, whose true desire is to encoulage it. H e  will, therefore, be u r ~ e t l  10  alien up 
the  ( ' l ~ a n g  Chrnmo route, and also to improve, il' posh~ble, the other i i~ies of traffic t l ~ r o u ~ l ~  
his territory. 

18. Apart from the unduly high late of duties heretofore levied by t l ~ e  Cas l~mele  Govel.~~- 
[)lent 
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ment, the ol~preasiona l a  whiqh t ~ ~ d e r s  i n  L a d n k I ~  have been n~~bjc-cted i n  varirwt ways 
appear by n o  meane to have been b y  tlesire o r  wit11 the coc~lizanve o f  111c M a l ~ a r n ~ a l ~ .  t~ut ,  
on tile c.t;ntrarv, ill defiance of his olderr, w l ~ i c h  have virtual ly been a l ~ u r ~ s t  i ~ ~ o ~ e r n ~ i v e  I n  
that  H i e  of icials were thus rl~lr p n ~ c t i c l ~ l l y  ta prevent the reduction ol dutiea 
egreed to hetwbrn tlra Maharajah n ~ l d  the B l i t i ch  Oovr r l~ rnen t  f rom being carried i ~ l t . ~  rfrrct,  
and there aeeme l i ~ t l e  , l o ~ ~ b t  that, if the system which l ~ a s  been ill f13rt.e for the lant few 
yebrs II;1d c a ~ n t i n ~ ~ e t l  for a few \.e;lrs Illngrr, i t  H . O I I ~ ~  have e n ~ i r e l y  r les t~oy(d  the t ra r l~ ,  
w l ~ i c h  h;ts been gradually diminishin:! fr11r11 yeilr to  year. 

10. 1'111 paht yt,ar, however, 11.1s not  lair ly represented t h r  average trade heretolore eh i r~ ing ,  
rnucl, lelia t h i ~ t  which n i g h t  exist i l ' lo i r ly  tleult wi th ; t h r  opium1 trat lr  f rom t l ~ i ~ q u a r t e r ,  and 
the t e ; ~  trade from the o p l l o ~ i t e  one, having almost c(-seed, o u i n g  to the Chinese c~mnec t ion  
w!th E;~s,t.rn T a r ~ ~ l r y  h a v ~ n g  been v i ~ ~ l e n t l y  severt,d. 

20. T l ~ e  st j~tement  which has frequently been heletofore 111nde h y  hlr. Forsyth, OII i l ~ f ~ ) ~ m a -  
tin11 ol,binc.d b y  h i m  i n  Ruwia, that B ~ i t ~ s h  <ootls :~nr l  the p r ~ d u c t s  o f  H i n d ~ ~ s t a ~ ~  cun reach 
Eilsterr l  'rartarv much more easily H I I ~  cheaply than p o d s  fro111 Russia, ha* hern lu l ly  con- 
firmer1 I ly Dr. Cayley'li i ~ ~ q ~ ~ i r i e s ,  which blso tend t ~ )  cihow that the demand r t ~ r  the fo1.1nl.r is  
l ike ly  to h e c o ~ l ~ e  very lnrpe i f  al l  r . . a t r i c t ~ o ~ ~ s  I J ~  ~ e ~ n t ~ v e ~ l ,  the r l e ~ ~ s i t v  of the p o l ) u l a ~ i o ~ ~  o f  
these repil)os a ~ ~ d  their kecnnesfi for trade being attested b y  the Russian a u t h ~ ~ r ~ t ~ e s  the111- 
selves; while, re-ards tea, i t  seelnr h y  no means imI)ossible that  ~ l r c  produce o f  H ~ n d u - t a n  
may ult imately reach Russia i teelf  by th is  route. 

21. 'I'Il(. reduction c ~ f  tluties la te ly  p-anled by the  Maharajah, i f  the fu l l  and p e r n l a n e ~ ~ t  
rea l i sa t io~~  o r  th is  lneasure I je ensured by the deputation each ye.lr o f  n Bri t ish office1 t o  
Leh, wi l l  certainly give an  imn~ense impetus rn  tr;~de. B I I~  fittiq oopo l tu~~ i r ies  w i l l  be 
taken o f  pressing upon the M i ~ h a r . ~ j a h  that  w111le this Government, which levies nn du ty  on 
the trwle, ie cloing a l l  i t  can t o  pl.omote it, I)v c ~ s b t b l i s h i ~ ~ ~  a lair a t  the loo1 of  th~: hills, by 
i ! n p r ~ v i ~ ; g  the rostle, and e s ~ ; ~ b l ~ s l ~ ~ n ~  new 4lla::es on the ~ o u t r ,  nothing is being d o ~ ~ e  i n  
the s a l ~ ~ r  direct it,^^ b y  111s R ~ ~ ! ~ n v s . ' s  G o v e ~ . ~ ~ ~ ) ~ c n t ,  which realise* large profits f r o n ~  ~ t ,  i n  so 
m ~ ~ c l i  111 , L  the rout1.s via Cllang C11e11rno and t l ~ e  Karaka.11 and Shyok rivers, which are 
believer1 to o f f~ . r  gre:jt advw~t;~ges, ;lrcs not\ l i t t lc  uretl, or no t  a t  all, alt.l~ou;h the ~ r ; ~ d e r s  
state the!. w o u l ~ l  g l . ~ d l y  use r l ~ e m  ~f I ~ t . r n ~ i t t ~ d  :3,1d encouraged, as i t  i s  t~oped  they nil1 be ill 
future. 

22. E~i(leavourcl wi l l  also I,e marle to (8bt;lin a n ~ o d i f i : . ; t ~ i ~ m  o f  the arrancelllenls b \  r v l~ ich  
parties ~ ~ O I I I  C ~ B ~ I I I C I . ~  I ~ i ~ v c  *11ec1i11 a d v i l ~ ~ t a ~ e s  atiorded I~I~III, a d are p l i~ced  III p o i t i o r ~ s  
whic,t~ enable t l ~ e n l  grvatly to  harass, i ~ u d  at t i n~es  (ven end;~l lgrr,al i  other t r n d r ~ s ;  ;I I ~ c t  of' 
t l ~ e  e x i - t e ~ ~ c e  o f  wll ich there can Ile no d o ~ ~ b l ,  ;IS !he J l .~h;~ra j ; ; l~  himself a d ~ l ~ i t s  th:tt OIIP Or 
tl~cse. n:lln. d Kl lalukdar, though ;I r e - i c l e ~ ~ t o l ' C i ~ r l ~ ~ ~  ere, II;IS cre;~tl\.dan~iil.e~l bv 11,s i ~ ~ t r ~ p u e s  
i n  Y ~ I - ~ R I : ~  the interests even o f  Casl~mere s~~b jec ls ,  w l ~ i l e  the f i a r~~e  report .is ; i ve~~  b v  al l  
traders (i.011) our own terr i tory, and  eo~robt>rated even by the envoy lately sent b y  Yakub  
K11nel1l)egi to t h e  iU;~l~arLIJal~'s c o u ~ t .  

23. 111 fine, the Lieutenant GOI,PL.IIO~ canuot bu t  COIICUI. w i th  Dr.  C:tyley i n  the op in io l~  t l ~ a t  
rhe prep, n t  is a 1118.st farourable l ime 1i.r a d o p t i ~ t ~  ;ill the nieasures that  may be lb.nsit>le or 
atlvisable (or  fu l ly  op tn ing  up  and extending this t ~ n d e .  'I'hr jealousy \\111<-h c l ~ a ~ i l c t r r ~ ~ e d  
the  Chinese ~ u l e  n o  lon.t,r exists. I t  appetrs cert;i!n that  the presenl ruler, the Khushbegl, 
w l ~ o  appears t u  have very ~e;lsonal)le p r o s p ~ c t u  o f  being able to consolidate his power, is 
IIIOP~ anx i l~us  to promote 11.ade and cultivate Ir iendly ~.(.l;t~ions. The traders the-mseltes have 
afforded everv assurance i r ~  person that  t11r.y arc ek1g.r t . 9  extend tl~rir op~.r;ltion+ ; aud 1he 
M a l ~ : ~ r . ~ j i l h  o f  K a b l i n ~ i r  is evidcntly hecoming aware, as evidenced by his late act. and the 
a p p o i ~ ~ t ~ n e n t  of a goverllor o f  a n t w  slallbp t o  Lailal;h, that t l ~ e  I ~ r ~ c ~ e d i ~ ~ g ~  u f  h i -  officials 
i n  that  quarter o l ' l i ~ t c  years have not  bee11 h111.h 3s t l l  reflect cretlit 011 h i s G o v c r ~ ~ ~ ~ h , - ~ ~ t  u r  o n  
h i ~ ~ ~ s r l t  'l'hc C o r n l ~ ~ i s r ~ o ~ ~ e r  o f  Jul~ntler, M r .  Forsyth, ivho is  in the ~ u o s t  f .~tour.tble 
o n  l I I I  and r n c o r ~ ~ i ~ g i n ~  [he nlove;llrnt, Iius taken the 111atter up tvi111 rem.~rkab le  g 
energy ;rnd intel l~gence, w l ~ i c h  have a l ~ e a d y  bee11 prol!uclivc of very g r a t ~ l y i n g  results, and 
w i t h  the return o f  the w" rm season the Lieutel lant Guvrrnr) re~l t r r ta ins aconfident I)el,<f that 
di1et.t advances w i l l  be 111ade b y  Yakub  K l l u s l ~ b e ~ i  I ~ i ~ n s e l f ,  w ! ~ i c h  the Lieutel lat t Guvernor 
trusts Ile rna) be authorised t c  meet ill a I'liendly sp i l~ t .  

F r o m  DI.. Henry Cayly ,  OII Speci i~ l  I)uty, L a ~ l a k l ~ ,  to Ott iciat ing Srcretary to G o v e r o ~ ~ ~ e ~ l t ,  
Punjab ; dated 13 January 186e. 

I HA\ .E  the l ~ o ~ ~ o u r  to s u b n ~ ~ t  the f. l lowing report OII the subject of any t ~ ~ i s s i o n  to Ladakh  
dur ing  the past season : 

2. 1 le l t  L a l ~ o r e  on  the 15th ~ , f  M a y ,  a w l  re:lched Le11 OII the 24th o f  June. p u s s ~ ~ ~ g  
thro11~11 the d~s t r i c ts  of K;ln;.ra, k u l u ,  and Lahoul, ~ n t o  Ku l~shu .  T h e  road was h a r d y  
open so early in rlie season, and the passage of' 111e Rotang and B a r a  Lacl la pa-ses was 
r e ~ ~ d v r ~ c l  dif f icult  by the depth and extent of the snow, and could not  I~ i t ve  been crossed by 
laden animals. 'I 'his ruute is  ntbt Itrol>e~.ly open t ~ l l  the end o f  June, b u t  l i o n  July to 
Ortotler the road is everywl~erc saue and easy a l l  the way t o  Leh  il l Li ldakh. On m y  wa 
I saw M r .  Forsyth, the Cun~missioner o f  Julinder, and a m  indebted t o  l ~ i m  for mucg  
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11seli1 i~~fornic~tiou on tlle subject of the t r . ~ d e  tl11o11~1r Ladi~lth,  and 11t11er ur:~ttcrs connccled 
wilh my duties. I also saw Illany merchants of the Punjuh a ~ ~ d  Kulu, an11 Ilt,ord l'ro~n tIrenl 
ilunrerous cl~mpleints as  to t l~e i r  g r ieva~~ces  and t!re exactions they were sulrjected to in 
Lel~.  1 may add that duri~lg Iny re.-itlence i l l  Ladakl~ I l ~ a d  a1111,le proof that  all the co111- 
plaints they had brougl~t  against ~ l ~ e  Ladakl~  oHic~als, so  nlany of wl1ic11 Ir:id been bro~gl l t  
to  t l ~ e  notice of 111e Pulljab Government, wcrr perfectly true, an1.1 wi~hout  esagg,.~.r.\tion. I 
need not describe a t  lenp~li  the ditTerent ways 111 w l ~ i c l ~  the unli)rtonal.e tri~ders were Herced, 
but nrerrly s;iy illat, in addition to tlre excessive duties anthorised I)y the Kaslr~nir Govern- 
nlent, t11r trn~lers were n~a t le  to 1~:1y ;l11 fiorts o r  extra duties in the hr ln  or  '. ~ ~ u z z e r  Lstti," 
choon!/i, znltr~ti ,  and ollrers, which often alnol~nted In d n ~ ~ b l e ,  and even tcnlbld, the regular 
duties, and they lrad also to satisfy tlre demand of [he  Tlranatlar ant1 local oKici:tls in innu- 
merable ways. Tlley coultl not get their got~tls \reig.lietl, or obt:ti~r permits to depart, or even 
procure foud lor tl~cnrselvrs nntl their ~ ~ o n i e s ,  w i ~ l l o ~ l t  first. civinp a present ; o n ~ l  any niall 
having a pootl horse or o t l~er  coveted a~.ticle was often obliged to sell it lor a mere song, or 
Imesel~t it as  a gift to avert grrater loss. 'I'l~e weigh~s.  too, used for weiql~ing llleir goods, 
were l icl~t .  I n  ~hOlt ,  tlie ruercl~anle were entirely a t  the mercy of tlre local officers, who 
were all-l)owerful, a ~ ~ d  practically irresponsible and obeying no autlrorily ; ; ~ n d  tlie chief 
object of the Lad;~kIr 'I'Ii:~nadar and otlirr oflicers was to euricl~ themselves as speedily 
a s  possible at  tlie expellse of all those in their power, u l t e ~ l y  re,vurdless o r  justice and 
right. 

O n  n1-j arrival I was rrceived by Valicel I-1i1.a Nuntl, \vlrr~ was dep~lted to Ladakh by the 
Maharaj:~Il to assist me in carr\fing 0111 the objects o fnry  mission, and in any o t l~er  wily that  
I might ~ e q ~ ~ i r e  his sel.vice3. I \!us n l w a ~ s  ~rca ted  I)y lrinl wit11 s r e u ~  S I I C I \ V  of civility and 
a t t e n t i o ~ ~ ,  but  I soon discover~d t1r:rt 11e was secretly throwing every ~ ~ o s s ~ b l c  o b s t ~ u c t i o ~ ~  in 
rny way 1)y keeping up a close system of espionage on  m).self and ; I I I  who carne near me, by 
intinlidating tlre f ~ a d e r s  ; ~ n d  peol~le of the country, by preventing their COIII~II:: near me 
ei~ller  f'or medical treatnrent or to :ive nit any inl;~rn~atiun, and in many 01.11cr ways, a s  
r e l v e s e ~ ~ ~ e d  in my previous reports, ant1 \\'Irich it is not urzessary for me t,o repeat. 

3. The  Ladakli trade has, accordinq to t l ~ e  accounts of every one who is in any way con- 
nected with it, been rapidly declining during the last tew years, and the tl~rough-trade with 
Central Asia l ~ a s  latterly been almost confined to the trading agents of K a s l i n ~ ~ r  and a few 
influential nlen who were able to illsure fair treatment for t l~e i r  scents; and there i.; little 
doubt that  untler the old system t l ~ e  tr ;~de betnteen Hindustan, Ladaklr, nnd Central Aria, 
would soon have n l~nos t  entirely diet1 out. 'I'll? ~nerclrants fronr the t'c~njab were rapidly 
giving it up u s  I~eing no longer possible or profitable; and most of t11~1ri who went this 
year, only ventured because they knew that  il Britis11 officer was deputed to Le11 fdr their 
protrction. 

4. The annexed table.; sllow tlle extent of the trade through L a d a k l ~  during the past 
season; the amount is considerable considering the natural difficnltirs to be encountered. 
F ~ o m  Amritsir to Le11 is a distance of about 505 miles, or 42 marchcs; five 11igl1 passes 
have to be crossed, only one of wl~icli is under 13,000 feet high; the road, Irowever, is 
generally easy during the sumrller, and everysv11el.e passable I'or laden ponies. Fro111 Le11 to 
Yarl.:and is about 150 n~iles, or 30 marches, a ~ ~ d  the road goes over five high passes, tlie 
lowest nearly la,ooo feet, ilnd three of'tl~enr are covercd wit11 perpetual snow or glacier, and 
the road is so  had and tlre difficulties so grent,  hat nearly 20 per cent. of thc l~orses die on 
t h e  j o ~ ~ r n e y .  On ne:l~ly a11 tlrc passes, too, the lnerchandize has to be transferred fron~ the 
horse.; to  yaks. The most intense cold has to be endured, and great ol~structions ;Ire met 
wit11 from large unbridged rivers, and the expense ol' ck~rriage is, consequently, very t re at; 
bu t  t l~ese  natural difliculties sceni to have liltle or no effect in cl~ecking the trade ~ v h e n  it 
receives fair play, and is not overburdened by excessive duties. Tlie extent of the trade 
between Hindustan and the countries beyond the Hinraiayas doring clre past season cannot 
be taken a s  any criterion of what i t  nlay become in future, for I need hardly say tliat, after 
it has been depressed for years by Iligl~ duties and u~rjust treatment, :I irade cannot possibly 
revive in one season. 'Tlie 1nerc1r;lnts do not a t  once gain confidence in the arranqement9 
Inode for their protec~ion until th ry  have themselves felt their benefit, or learnt from 11re 
experience of ot11el.s. For :I long tllne, too, 111ey felt no certainty that  similar arrangements 
would be carried out  in future, nnd I used to hear on all sides that they would only suffer 
more next year Sor present relief. 'I'liere was also a grent diminution in trade last year 
owing to there being no longer a market in Central Asia for opiurn, whicli used to  be 
exportrd in 1;rrge quantities from the I'unjab, but for wlric11 there has been no demand 
since the Cl~inese were driven out :  and now large stores are lying unsold in Yarkand, and 
some even brought back to Lelr and cxported again to the Punjab. Last seasan also, on 
account of the disturbances and cl~anges g o i ~ ~ g  on in Eastern Turkestan, the road was not 
open, and traders 1101 allowed to pass t ~ l l  Scpte~nber instead of J u l y ;  and many merchnots, 
who ~vould otherwise l~ave  come, took their goods elsewl~ere, and, owing to the lateness of 
the season, large stores of mercliandize had to  be left a t  Le11 for the winter. 

5. T l ~ e  wool trade has I ~ i t h ~ r t o  existed only a s  a n~onupoly nf the Cashmere Governu~ent, 
and the expo1.t o f ' t h e  Turlani puslrnr anywllrre than to Cashmere was strictly preven~ed. 
This  year, however, I informed the traders that  such a rcatriction was no longer in force, 
and that they were a t  liberty to export the sl~;lwl-wool (puslrn~) I I ~  any  route they pleased; 
and a few Yarkandi merchants carried their wool through by Kulu to the Punjab ;  r few 

also 



TRADE OF INDIA WII'I-I EASTERN T U R K E S T A N ,  &c. 17 

also O F  the Hindustani traders did the same; but such won the dread of offenting the 
local oficvrs, who up to the very 1a.t tried 10 i n ~ i n ~ i d i ~ t e  the tradcm on this p i n t ,  tkut very 
few ventured to purc,haue and export this u r ~ i c l e ;  but norv that  a conlllleoccu~ent has been 
made, t l~ere  is  evely prospect of an extensive wool trnde in future years. UI)  h the presclrr 
year tile real 'l'urfuni shawl-wool has never been irnported to the Punjnb, it l l a v i ~ ~ g  all bcen 
forcrbly diverted to Cnahnlere. The only wool that ever reacllerl the looms of Nurl,ur and 
Al1lrit.i~ wi~s  the C l ~ a n t a ~ r g  \vool c o r i ~ i ~ ~ g  I'I.I>III thc C l ~ ~ n e a e  terr~toriea of Rudok and 
Churmuti a ~ ~ d  a u r r o t ~ ~ ~ t l ~ n q  c o ~ ~ ~ ~ t r i r s ,  :lr~d w l ~ i c l ~  is i l l  everv res11c:ct v.~stly inferior to the 
fi Turtilli " wool prodnced in t l ~ e  I ~ I O I I I I ~ ~ I ~ I I C I I I S  (li.&tri~.ts 01' E a b t e r ~ ~  'Tu~kcstau, und deriving 
its naure l'rvn~ the city ~ r f  l 'urF~n. I t  i s  this r ~ q u ~ s i t r l y  fine wool LIlat is in Cash~nrre  ruadc 
UII illto dl~awlx and other L b ~ . i c i  of such surl)as-inp be;ruty as to rrn~ler  Casl~mere shawls 
celel)r;tted iiearly all trver the world. 'The~e is IIOW ul~nttst a cel.tainty of ~,lclntifu! auppCrn of 
this shaiil-wool being importetl every !(?RI. illto t l ~ e  P u ~ l j a b  ; and with t h ~ s  mater~al, there 
is no reason why the manufacturers of Anrlitsir and utller places sl~uuld not p ~ o d u c s  goods 
equal in every way to those ~ ~ r a d c  a t  Scrinagur. Tile ;~moullt ol' fine p u s l ~ n ~  in~ourted this 
year into Le11 fro111 Yarkantl was o~l ly  l?.', I I I ; I I I I I ~ Y  (')l' 90 Ibs.); of t l ~ ~ a ,  only 13 ~riaunds, 
tvorth in Le11 about 650 rullecs, \ r e ~ ~ t  dowr~ to t l ~ e  I 'u~~jab  ; the rest went Lo Casl1111er4.. ' b e  
slla\vl-wool that was I~roucllt down was gold in the l'unji~b al. a [lrofit of about 75 per cent. 
over the price at  Leh. C l ~ u r u s  or bhung, it is g e ~ ~ e r . ~ l l v  called by the latter nallre by the 
tradtrs, the extract 01. hemp, has for nlany years Formed the ~ i t i~p le  export I I . ~ I I I  Y a ~ k a n d .  
This yrar, 1,830 ~ n a u n d s  ( l~ukka)  nrrived, worth in Le11 about fi8,590 nlpees. Of this, 
about 817 nlaunds were take11 to the Punjab, eight ~ n a u n d s  to Casho~ere, and the reluainder 
was, oiring to the lateness of the seuson, detained in Ladz~kl~ .  'I'he article becan~r  nl~nost 
a glut in the market, and the merch:~~its had difficulty in findi~rg a sale for ~ t ,  and there is 
evely prt~b;rbility that in future the quantity 01' bhuug will I)e uruch less, and tllat it s i l l  
be replaced by shawl-wool, silk, felt<, gold and silver, precious stones, and otller articles. 

6. A s  shown in the annexed Table A, all o t l~er  articles come o~rly in small quantities; 
but in i~ddition to w l ~ a t  is there put d o w ~ ~ ,  alnlost every tradtr and pilgrim b r ~ n g s  turquoises, 
g t~ ld  du-t, s~lvcr  i~igots ,  and ~ ~ t h e r  articles of value, which he disposr.~ of to pay the customs 
duties and road expenses. 

Felts, cot to^^, silks, raw and n~anulacturetl, ~)ushrn, and other fahrics of mixed silk and 
cotton, carpets, coloured and e~~rbruider<.tl,  leather from Russlo and Bokhara, eilvcr ingots, 
called Yanlbres or Kurus, gold bars and <old dust, scrap, and ~ u a n y  other u~ticles, alwaye 
collie in greitler or Less quantity, and the trade in it11 these w ~ l l  u ~ ~ t l o u b t r d l ~  increase ellor- 
mously. Tllis year a large  lumber ~ , f  silk handkerclriers of the thinnest testurr  and of 
brillia~lt variegiled colours came f r ~ ~ n i  B o k l ~ a ~ a ,  and a 111aund of common sea-wed from 
Cllin:~ : this ar t~cle is exported to the Punjab and used a s  a nledicine for ~ o i t r e .  I t  doubt- 
less derives its virtuc from conklining iot1111e. 

7. The imports into Lvh from Chantang and Lhassa consist chiefly of Chantang wool, 
s11eel1 ~(-101, brick tea, I I I U S ~ ,  silk atid line11 cloth, ancl salt. 

Four hundred and sixty ~naunds  of pushnl wool and 75 maunds o r  sheep's wool, worth 
about 23,500 rupees, were b r o u ~ h t  T I . O I ~  Chantang, and neally the wllole of it expo~ted  to 
Cashmere ancl Bultiatan. The Cl~antnng  wool, which goes in large qunntities to the Punjab,  
is carried direct fronl Garo and Kutlok without passing t l ~ r o t l ~ h  L a d a k l ~ .  Brick tea comes 
from China through Lhassa in large quantities, and is chiefly for consunlption in L a d a k h  
and Cashmere and surrounding districts. T h e  a n ~ o u n t  this year was only 175 nlaunds, not 
above one-third the usual quant~ ty  ; the bricks usually weigh about three seers, and sell for 
about 1.2 I.upees i l l  Le11,'bcing a t  the r.lte of two rupees per pou~rd. This k i d  of tea is not 
taken to Yarknnd and Central Asia. 

Musk and various kinds of silk irnd o t l ~ e r  piece-goods come in small quautities, but since 
the  disturbance on the Chinese fron~ter  and the rebcll~on of the B l a h o ~ ~ ~ e r l a n  popula t io~~,  all 
exp~l r t s  frorn China have greatly diminished. Salt is very I:~rgcly importec~ Irdn~ liudok, 
but  the trade in this article IS  a monopoly of the Casilmcre Governn~ent;  it isclliefly taken 
to Casilmere, and is carried " Bigar" thruugl~ L a d a k l ~  by the people of the country. 

The  total value of the imports illto Leh from Chantang and Yarkand (luring tl16 year was 
about 1,71,000 rupees; whereas in Mr. Davies' Trade Report, the amount is laid down a t  
3,90,000, showing ;I diminution of more than two lakhs of' rupees in the last six years. The  
f ~ l l i ~ l g  off' is chiefly in the articles chorus, sh:~wl-woul, tea, s ~ l k s ,  nntl horses; of the latter, 
not one was this year brought fbr sale, and I believe that none have conie for thrse or four 
years past, as they were all taken Tor thc: Cashmere G o v e r n m e ~ ~ t  at  very low prices, and their 
export to British territory was prohibited. 

e.  The exports from the Punjab into L e h  and thence to Yarkand are shown io Tsble  B. 

Colton piece-goods here form the staple article ; they are chiefly of English manufacture. 
The  t o ~ a l  a n ~ o u n t  was 482 ~nauncls, \vorth about 66,000 rupees in Amrihrr and 84,000 in 
Ladnkh. All kinds of cotton goods are greatly in demand in the Yarkand market, m d  tile 
t r ~ d e r s  say that  almost an uclliniited amount could be disposed of, and that the Euglisl~ goods 
are oi' ~ u u c h  better quality und are u ~ u c l ~  cheaper than those coming from Russia. If. I~ow- 
ever, the ~nerc l~nnls  send up goods of ~nferior ualitv, a s  they are incl~ned to do, the trade is 9 .- sure to S U E ~ ~ ,  for it is most necessary that  h n g l ~ s h  manuFacturers should keep uo thelr 
character Tor superiority, otherwise tllcy \\,ill be driven out  of the market by Russian goods. 
Appnrc~~tly,  this has already been done in the rase of broadclo~hs, for wllicl~ there is a very 
great (lcmalld, but  old and inferior articles only were sent up f i o n ~  Hinduetau, a ~ l d  solne 
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round no sale, n l t l ~ o u ~ l ~  a very considt.ral~le supply c ~ ~ m e s  from Russia end sells at  a very 
high price. The ch~ef  denrnntl is k,r c l o ~ l ~  ol' bright c n l o u ~ ~ ,  recl, bluc, greell, nncl yc.llow, 
&C., and only rcallv sound iluri~l)le nlaterla1.p will sell. 

Tea is con.;utnell ill largr cluantities all ~h ro r~ph  E : ~ s t e r ~ ~  'l'urltestnn, and now tl~nt the 
Chiil(,ec. have been driven out, ancl all con~mn~~ir.at,ion wit11 Chilli1 18 cut off', the \vl101e CU~) .  

ply conles li.o~n 11111~:11st:in; n Ii~rgv sl~pl)ly, hunrver, col1le.p liotn Rubaiu, a ~ l d  yells at  
enorll!olls prier-s, 12 i~nd 15  rnpees ljer sect-, a11d the I.l~as*a brick t e : ~  is not i l l  demand. 
H i t l ~ ~ r t o  111 tle b ~ ~ t  Clr111i1 tea, l>~~rcl~a . ;u~l  by tlie ttmders I F  I lo~r~bay i~nrl C i ~ l c ~ ~ t t a ,  h:~s Oeerl 
tried. 'I'h,. tea t l~cv take is generallv of onlv .econd rate q~l i l l i ty ,a~~i l  yet it. sells I!) Lnclukh 
at  two rupei's, ancl in Yarlia~i,l nt Rs. 9.  8 and t l ~ ~ e e  rupees per pountl; but In 1866 a 
cons~iier:~hle ql~antity of ICnng~,:l tra W;IS sent 111' by the Wazir ot'illanrli, a ~ ~ d  fetched I(S. 2. 8 
in Lt.11 and three rupecs i r ~  Yarlta~ld. Only vreen tell filrtls a sale ; the peul~le will 
Irartllv I o I , ~  nt black ten; h ~ ~ t  111%. taste l i r  t1.a-drinking is un~rers.ll a n ~ o ~ ~ g e t  : l 1 1  ~-l ;~ssea of 
peol'le ~hroughout Enslern 'l'urkiata~~, and the country offers a sl) ler~d~d nlurk,-t Ii)r llirllalaya 
tea, and I belivve that almost nny quantity of green tea of good q ~ ~ i ~ l i t y  woultl lir~ll a sale 
a t  Y a ~ k . ~ n d  a t  rrm~~nerative prices. I t  is not, however, news-ilry to aenrl I.he tt.;~ beyond 
Lad:~kl~,  Ibr the Y a r k i ~ ~ ~ d i  n1erchi111t.p w o ~ ~ l d  be quite ready to purcl~ase the t+:r at  Leh, 
in 1111 p~.obability, in future years, et  l'alarnl~ore Fuir. 'I'l~e merclrn~~ls who ti~kt. Irp the tea 
must be prepared to receive pay1:ent partly i l l  ~nel-clia~rclise and partly in sold and silver, 
ill the ~ ) ro~)o r t i o~ i  of' about tiro-thirds of tile tbrn~er, as trade is chiefly ciirr~ed on 1))- I)arter, 
and I I O ~  bv cash payn~ents. 'l'here is g r ~ a t  liol>e, too, that in a feiv y e a ~  the Indi i~~r  teas 
will find thci~. way t,o l t u~s i a  by this route, and there find a r r :~dy  si~le, i l l  tlre salire way 
that L I I C  Cllina teaq now tlo, for tlie d iu~;~nce  Irom K a ~ ~ f r ; t  to tlre ~ ~ e a r e s t  Russ i a~~  ports is 
only : t b o ~ ~ t  tico and a half n i o u t l ~ s ' j o ~ ~ r ~ ~ e y ,  whereas from  chin:^ tu I(u.;sia i n  a I : I I I ~  j o ~ c r n e ~  
of five or six u~onths' duration. 'I'htt hest Cliin,~ tens sell at  eni)rlllot!s prices in ltussia, a ~ ~ d  
I 1ir:ir now that some ol' the Indian te.13 sent by sea to St.  Petcrsl~llrg have been higllly 
approved of there, so that t l~ere is 1u11ch ill f.lv~811r 01' tlie Indian teas co~npcting ~uccess- 
fully with r l~e  China ones if sent overland t h r o u ~ h  Central Asi:~. 127 mauuds of China 
tea firon1 the Punjab reached Leli last season, a:ril was selling at an uveroge p~ ice  uf two 
rup<es per pound. 

Slices,  sup;;lr, goat skins, indiwo, are all greatly in demand at  Leh Ibr the Yarkand market, 
and are sold &t great profit. $early all the articles me~~tioned in 'Table B fetch a high 
price, and such articles as needles, scissors, and so on, are in great request. 

Opium nas  formerly the chief export from the Punjab, but d u ~ i n g  the last two years, 
since the Chinese were driven out, the opium trade has entilely ceased, and many mpr- 
chants have large stores of opium lying unsold in Yarkand, and their losses have been 
enormous, and there has, consequently, been a great d i~ninut~on in general trade on this 
account. According to Davies' report, ol)ium to the value of 50,000 rupees wds annually 
imporled into Leh. The total exportation from the Punjab to Leh during the year amonnted 
to maunds of goods, worth about 1,73,000 rupees; two-thirds went by the Kulu 
Lahoul route, and the remainder by Kampoor and Cashmere. Nearly the wllole of the trade 
from tlie Punjab passes through to Yarkand, which is the t r ad~ng  clrp6t or mart for the 
whole of Central Asia. Trading caravans fl-om Uokhara, Kokan, ancl tlle Russian posses- 
aions, Kashgar, Turfi~n, Aksu, and all the cities to t l ~ e  north-east, I<hotan, and until the last 
two yralli from China, all meet a t  Yarkaud, and tlicre the merchants barter their coodn; 
and Yarkand is the focus of the trade of all the surrounding countries. Up  to 1862 the 
exports lrom the Punjab to Ladakh were valued a t  about 1,80,000 rupees, or 1learly the 
same as i l l  tlie past year; but during the last three or Four years the t ~ a d e  has, acc,,;ding to 
all accounts, been dim~nishing rapidly, un t~ l  last year, when it again increased. 

9. In  Tables C and D I have shonn the exports I'rom Leh to Yarkand and Chantang 
in one direction, allcl to the Punjab in tlie other. Tirebe ol' course correspond in a great 
measure with the imports into Leli; but this year, o w i ~ ~ g  to the latenejs of the arribal of the 
Ya~kand  kafila, much of the merchandise has bee11 left in Ladakh for tlie winter, so that 
the exports from Leh to the Punjab do not s ~ ~ r o u n t  to more th i~n one-third of the exports 
from the Punjab. 

10. I n  Table E I have slroan the locol trade between Cashmere and L e h ;  this, however, 
is not a local trade, for nearly the whole of the articles na~nerl in the list in reality pass 
between Cashmere and Yarkarld, or Cashmereand Chantang. 

11. With regard to the rustoms tluties levied a t  Leh, the following alterations and re- 
missiol~s have been made duri~lg the past year. The extra duties of clroo11yi, nuzzer butti, 
b~.okerage whicl~ were Sormerly levied, have been entirely relnitied ; and a t  the end of the 
season, the tax offive rupees and one felt on every caravan, 01. as it was actually levied on 
every trader, in addition to the customs duties, wi~s  also remitted. The duties on spices and 
piece-goods conling by KIIIU to La(lak1i l~avc  been reduced from Rs. 1. 4 and lis. 2. 8 
respectively per niaund of 16 seers, to 1 0  nnnas; but the most important change is 
that oh all goods passing only in transit t l~rough Ladakh ei111or coming from or going to 
Br i t i~h possessions, a trirnsit duty of 5 per cent. a d  valorrm, :~ccording to the invoice value, 
is now levied, instead of the fo~mer  double duties, iuiport and export, which often aniounted 
to Illore than cent. per cent., and were destructive to trade. This concession, which ought 
to have been in force since l 8 f i l  if tlie turiff of tluties then agreed upon had been carr~ed 
out in their full spirit, has only now Lee11 acted upon. M7hen this was explained to the 
mercllants, their gratification was beyond all bounds, and I cannot better de~crille the 
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benefit8 they derive liom the rhnngc thfln by givin!: the followinz inalance :-A p;~rly of 
Ya&;l~ldi 111r.rclla11t9 c:lnlr down \ t ~ t h  nbout 30 pc~nt-loarla of ~ . m ~ ~ l s  whicl~ tlte wiwhlvt to 
carry t l ~ r ~ ~ ~ g h  to 111. P I I ~ , ~ I ~ I ,  I I I I V ~ I I ~  I I P I I ~ ( I  tlli~t the (I.ltiVs were remitted. ~ P X *  6111y (l+ 
mantlrd ~ I I I I I I  them in 1.eh a111ou11tod tab over 800 rllpera, and to llay Lhls t l~ey woultl I I R V ~  
bet.11 obliyt tl to have 6011l tle:~r)y l l i l l l  tlleir wares, a- cash wan vvry nrarce, to [Jay tile tluty 
on tllc re~na~nder. I, hawevcr, only l)t.rr~littetl tllc 5 Ilcr c e ~ ~ t  L ~ H I I ? ~ ~ I  duty to l,e Ivvied 00 

them, a ~ ~ d  the wl~ole ~ I I I ~ I I I I I I V ~ ~  111 o111y G 5  rupets ~nfitead oK over 800. If  in thin c u e  
the double duty 11nd h e n  ti~ken, tllc rile11 wo~ulcl h:~vc ba~krcsd thrir guoda in Leh, re- 
turned ill t i i r g ~ ~ s ~  to Yarkan~l, and t ~ ; ~ d e  would I I ; I V ~  Iwrn tl~rt~wll back wain for ano~her  

uarter u ccl~tury. As nturly all thc u~r,rcl~untl~~:.  that C O I I I ~ S  either f'rom Y i ~ r k a ~ ~ d  rrr Nin- 
]u.lall 111erely pasyes in t ~ a l ~ s l t  1l11uug11 L.ddlrk11, ~ l l i s  tra~~nil  d l~ty  of 5 per cent. is t h r o ~ ~ l ~  duty 
that tl:c reguliil. t~,atler \t i l l  11;lve 1 0  ],ay; but I callnot 11t.lp c-al~r~.rixin:. I I I ~  I ~ ) ~ I I ~ O I I  that a duty uf 
6 el c e ~ ~ t ,  is excessivr to c11:irge on xootls ~rle~cly I ) ~ Y \ ~ I I <  In tr;lnsil tl1ro11~11 n corller of the 
$I~~rilj:~l~'sdon~ir~io~ls,i~I1dill a c u ~ ~ ~ ~ t r y  s l r c r c n ~ ~ t l ~ i ~ ~ : :  \ v l ~ i ~ t c n r ~ . d o ~ ~ r  ~ ~ n ~ i ~ k r o r r ~ ~ ~ ~ n i r i ~  road 
Or f a ~ , i l ~ ~ i ~ t r  C U I I I I I I U ~ ~ ~ . R I ~ $ ) I I .  ' ~ ' I I c  ranad tl1ro11~11 Ladalrl~ g t . ~ ~ e ~ i ~ l l y  11(.* t111o11g11 ~ I I I I I I ~ I I J ~ .  tracts 
of al~llost (lcse1.t country and oier dunpcro~~s : I I I ( I  ilifliculr n ~ o ~ l ~ ~ l ; ~ i n  IJ;I-S-.S ;in11 ;lcrosn un- 
bridged rivers, a ~ ~ d  i f a  higl~ (Ibr 5 Iler c e ~ ~ t .  is 1 1 i ~ l 1 )  transit duty i>cl~ar;ed. s o m e t l ~ i ~ ~ p  should 
be done ~o aseist the I I . , , ~ I * ~ R .  Besides t l ~ e  ~ ) r c t ; e ~ ~ t  routt: t l ~ r o ~ u ~ l ~  Lel~,  tllere is ancrthr r ;~nd  
11ruc11 ei~sier road, wl~ich i~ns  for ;I Iurlg ti111e bee11 quite clo>ed by 1111. Ladakll ~~Lfic:ials, but 
which was Iron1 all act,ounts n1ut11 f'rc.quentetl i l l  fbrnler years. T l l ~ s  route leaves the 
regular r o ~ d  lroru Ki~ lu  to Leh either at l{ukcl~en, and tlrence pasfios cast n ~ ~ d  no1t11 10 Puga 
and the l~eild (wi~stern extremity) of the Pangc,llr! Luke, or else leaves the I.eh road a t  
Ugshi c m  the l ~ ~ d u s ,  and crowies by an eeey pass to Tantse and Panpong. The road then 
ascends the Cllang Chenrno Valley und cro.;ses tlte C l~ang  ChenmoPnss, which is very cney 
and Frre liom rnovi, after which it lies for severnl ~uare l~es  over wide u~ldulat~ng pkai~~s and 
crosses a11 eaay pass into thr Karakasli Itiver, and Ioll~~\vs (he stre,an~ for r;ix n~archts  to 
Sukeit, a station two m;lrc!]es to the north of' the Karakoriinl Pass, wllcre it j o i ~ ~ s  the pre- 
sent Yal kand road. T h ~ s  1.oute i. only about tllc same ~ ru~~ lb r - r  of' marcl~cs as thc prvsent 
route, but is l'rou~ all accou~~ts   lost easy. Tlle passes are all low and free frorn snow or 

lacier, a ~ l d  there arc no large tli~nrerous rivtrs to c r ~ ~ s a ,  and over the wide plains nr1rtl1 of 
t h a n g  Chen1110 (called Akra~  g1a6s and h c l  arc l i l e~~ t ih~ l .  'The road lies er~twrly in 
C a s h ~ ~ ~ e r e  territory, and leaves h i ~ ~ r s e  Iru11ti8 r f i r  to thr  east. 'Tile tratler* say thev are 
quite ready to go by t l~ is  route; only thcy are afraid of the Ladilkh ofici~l.;, \v110 force them 
all to conle to Leh, but next svuson I h,.q)e t l ~ e  new route will be ol~entd.  If the traders 
pass throuoh Ladakh r\ i~hout stopl)il~g a t  Leh, 1 thi~ik a clut): of 24 per cent. is all that 
should be levied. In Yarkand only 21 per cent. is levied on good6 Ibr the double jourt~ey 
to Ladakh a ~ ~ d  hack, and this shotss a liberality on the part of its ruler well \ \or t l~y of 
imitation of the Casl~rnere Ciovernrnent. During rnyreside~~ce at  Le11 I was able ent~rely to 
prevent irny u~l;~uthorised 01. irregular exactions on the part of the Lrh officials, but I aln 
quite convi~~ced that nothing less than the presence of a British officer in Leh will 
hinder a return to all the former abuses, and of this all the merchants are only too well 
aware. 

12. The total amount of cu~to111a duty collected a t  Leh during the ear was 16,000 
ru ees; this d.,es not i ~ ~ c l u d c  the duty an guods from the Punjab tl~rougli Fashotere, as thi6 
is Pevied at Jumoo. 01 this suu~ ,  12,500 lupeesras  on p o d s  pasring to and from Cashn~ere, 
and 3,500 rupees on goods passing between Hilrdusta~~ and Yarkand. Of course, during 
the past year the reduction of duties has d ~ m i ~ ~ i s h e d  the customs receipts probably by ahout 
one-third or one-hall ; but there 1s every ground fu~.  believing that in future years the revenue 
of the country will not be cven a direct loser, as the increase of trade will mole than make 
up for the ~limil~ished rate of duties, and the indirect advantages to the c o u ~ ~ t r y  from increase 
of trade will bc enormous. 

18. The tralle between Cashniere and the neigl~bouring states is carried on ill great rnea- 
sure by trading agents of the Cashmere Government, and this system acts most unhvourably 
011 the general trade. The U E U ~ I I  piall is as follows :-Crrtain sums of money are advanced 
to traders out ot' funda set aside for that purpose, and lor this they pay only n moderate 
rate of interest to the Government; but besides this,  hey have always to pay a large share 
of the profits to the DIWRII  a t  Jamoo and the Ladakl? offic~als; and they ale employed as 
agents and news-writers, breides acting as traders. A6 a matter of course, they are favoured 
in every way by the Cashmere officials, and have an unhir advantage over private traders, 
and it is with them a great object to injure the latter as  much as possible, a ~ ~ d  keep a 
n~onopoly of the t r ,~de  in their own ha~~t ls .  Khalukdar, aga~nst  whom such general COIII- 

plaints have been mode, went to Yarkand ill this capacity, and it was by the influence of 
two of these men, backed by the Thanadar at  Leh, that Purhoo Sahai was ruined three 
years ago. T h e ~ e  are many of these agents employed at  Yarkand, and the trade with 
Chantall; and Lhassa is entirely in their hands, and I I U  one else is allowed to go. Between 
the Gover~~rnent of Cashmere nnd Lhassa there is a regular rlgreement that all the rnerchantlize 
shoul~l be carried "begat" in thrir respective territories, and every third year a merchant 
called " Cl~abba " collies fro111 Lhassa with a large consign~neut of goods for Ladakh and 
Cashmere, and one agent from Cssh~ilere goes to Ll~assa in the same way every third year and 
returns the next. 111 all ~Lese transactio~~s tlle Cashmere oficials have a direct interest, and 
they, of course, try to  favour their agents at  the expense Or private merchants, and general 
trade is thereby injured. The gc~in 10 the Governnlent of Cashmere is very trifling, but the 
syste~n gives ~.ise to abuses in many ways, and is a source of' loud c o ~ n ~ ~ l a i n t  on the part of 
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the ceneral traders, and, as  I have more fully related in my previoue reporte, Cashmere 
6gC'nts in Ynrkand I ~ a r e  been by li~lsc ~q,rel;enrations get t i r~g the klincluslani merchants 
into rr,oul)le, and using their ~nfluence to render the latler obnoxious to the Yurkand 
ruler. 

14. I nierely h e ~ e  offer a few general obst~rvations on thc present stole of tile Central 
Asian trade : I I I ~  its luture 11rosp1 cts. n 'o~ . t l~  of'  he great IIinlalnyall range Yarkalld is tire 
chief ernl)l)ri!~ni, and cal;lvans c~f m e r c h l ~ ~ ~ t s  meet t l ~ r r e  from all the surrounding cities and 
c v ~ , t ~ ~ r i e s ,  a s  itrll ;IS from the more disln111 ~)laces-as Rnd;~kshan, Bokhara, the Russian 
P ~ o v i ~ ~ c e s ,  alld. 11nti1 the last t\vo or lllree yr.;rs, fi-om China ; but since the Rlu110111eda~ 
l e b e l l i ~ ~ ~  i n  h o ~ t l ~ r r ~ ~  ;iud II'es~erll  chin:^, all co l~~n~uni ra t ion  witll that elnplre has been 
aln~clst entirely cut  off. 'I'lle drtll;~nd in ;i l l  t l~ese coun~ries 511. India11 products o l ~ d  Englisll 
m a n ~ ~ l i ~ t  l ~ r c s  is rnnrnlnus, and tlley c311 supply 111 returl~, to ; I I I  ahuost unlinii1i.d estcnt, 
~l~n\\ l- \vool ,  silk, I~hung,gold and sllier, and stonc,s, and I I I ~ I I  other articles. The  ll rill ~ , c l ~ : ~ ~ r t s  cl' Hilldustnn e ~ t l ~ r r  take their goods tlirecl to Y i l r k a ~ ~ d ,  or arter the111 nt L e l ~ ,  
ancl t l ~ i s  year Illany Y a ~ . l t a ~ ~ d i s  werlt clown 10 Kulu and t l ~ e  P u ~ ~ j a b ,  tllough u ~ ~ f o ~ . t u n a t e l ~  
all tie1.e loo late for the P a l : ~ ~ ~ i ~ , o r e  Fair. I have conve~sed freely willl nearly all the men 
who came n \ e r  from Yarkand, ilnd all said the same tl~ing, t l ~ a t  ilny number were ready to 
conle il they were sure of fair t ~ e a t m e ~ ~ t  allcl could find a market 101. the goods, and it was 
u~~ivt.rsall,v believed that in f i ~ t u ~ e  years the trade \vould incrra5e enormously. At present 
Russian ~ ) ~ o t l u c e  and n~nnl~factnres to a cclns~deral~le i l ~ ~ i o u n t  find their way to Yarkand, but 
alll~ost all of thrnl c ~ u l d  be supplied more c l ~ e a l ~ l y  and of Iretter quality fro111 IIintlusta~l, 
ant1 t l~er , .  i. I!O dorrbt that E ~ ~ g l i s l ~  goods call alw:~ys compete s~lccesat'~~lly w i ~ h  Russian. 
Taking all tlli~lgs into ronsider;~:io~l, I think the fhture ~~rospec ts  of our trade wit11 Central 
Asill are i ery Iavournble, and if' Khuslt Uegi holds his own, all tvill go well, ns he m o s ~  
fully appreciates the atlva!ltages of' trade, and does all 11e can to assisl it. IIut :Imongst 
peol~le \v110 l ~ a v e  I,ren f i g l ~ ~ i n ~ b e t i v e e n  t l l e n l ~ ~ l i e s  a l~uos t  from lime inlnlemorial, ll~ei-e is no 
i o ~ . e s r e i ~ ~ g  what a day I I , : I ~  Irring Ijrth, and the new I;i~~gdonr of' Yarkand lnay be u p e t  as  
quickly a s  it alose, al ,d be rollowe(l by a reign or anarcl~y.  Such, however, is the respect 
fbr 1r:lde ~ e n c r ; ~ l l y  t l~rougl~out  Asin, and so fblly is it a n a ~ i o ~ r : ~ l  institution, that, !vllntever 
may be t l ~ c  poli~ical state of the country, the  roba ability is that trading o p e ~ ~ l i l ) n s  w ~ l l  not 
suffrr fvr a long time or in any g ~ c a t  degree, aotl what is now required is, that tlle merchantd 
shoultl Ilave the assul:lnce of t l ~ e  l311tisl1 G o v e r ~ ~ m e n t  that  they tvill always have its pro- 
tection, and that  the Cashmere Govcrnment will not be permitted again to levy c~ol.bita!lt 
duties or cornn~it act,?; of ol)l)ression. The  n ~ e r c l ~ : ~ n t s  will tllen of their own i~ccord soon 
extend their I~. ;~t l ing crper;~tions, I t n o w i ~ ~ ~ ,  a s  they do, the enolnlolls profits that  can bc made. 
A n  a l ~ ~ ~ u n l  li~ir a1 I'aI;lrnpole will do mut~h  to increase the trade, and 111e Y;\llia~rtlis are 
cert i~in a ~ ~ o t l ~ e r  year to attend it in large ~ l u n ~ b e ~ s ,  so I~iglrly clid the3. thin% of its adwall- 
t a g ~ q  but  r~nfo~tunately,  o \ v i ~ ~ <  to the lateness in the arrival of the first caravan la . t  season, 
sca~ce ly  all) of tlle~l-, were able to pet down in time to be p r e - e ~ ~ t .  

1s. I ~ , r o p o x  liere giving a IwieF ~Lsuntb  of the political I~istory of Central Asian affairs 
d ~ ~ r i n g  t l ~ c  past !ear. T11ree )ears  ago tlre Chinese, who were in military posse.;sion of 
Yarkand a l ~ d  all the States to ~ I l e  e a ~ t  and the north-east, wele driven out  by  he 'I'un,ranis 

? (military settlers \\l10 originally cnnie fro111 Pelsia a t ~ d  the W e s t  as  soldiers of S O I I I P  of the 
M a l ~ n ~ n r d : ~ n  conquerors i111d settled down in thc country) ant1 I<ucl~;l~.is, or IChojas ol' ICu~ll;~. . . l l le  Cl~inesc garrisons wrtre  early all sl;lin, and the fciv \v110 esc;ilred fled eastaarir. A t  
thi. ti111e Ynkot~b Beg K l l ~ ~ s l i  13egi, :III A~~tl i jani ,  antl ~urmcrly an ofticer in the Koliar~ armv 
f i g l ~ t i ~ ~ f i  :dg ;~ i~~s t  Russi:~, W;IS l iv i~~;  ir, K i ~ s l i ~ i ~ r ,  a r h e ~ e  Ile h:itl taken up l~is abode, allcl \v& 
~~onl~n;o l ly  an officer of the Kokau Gove~nrnent. When t l ~ e  Chinese \rere defeated, 11e raised 
a force o l ' K a s l ~ ~ ; ~ r i s  and A n t l ~ j n ~ ~ i s  ancl att;rcketl the K l ~ o j ; ~ s  in Y a r k : ~ ~ ~ d ,  but \\'a< twice de- 
fe:~lecl and drivcll I1ac.k ; I ~ u t  :it last I I C  prrvailctl, and killed ncarly all t l ~ e  Tungnnis who 
opl>ohe~I I~illr, I I I I ~  the Kucllaris rotiretl to I<uc.lln, and Kl~usll  B c ~ i  bccall~c ruler of Yar- 
ka~ld .  About the same time. I-Iaji I-labib-oollah Klli~n, a verv powerlul Zrn~indar  of 
Kl~otan ,  ; I I I  oltl man \v110 I I ; I I I  lately re~urned from p i lgr~n~age  to Jiecca,  was ~rlaced on tile 
t l l r o ~ ~ e  ol' Khotan. Yat .ka~~d,  Kllotan, and all the oeigl~bourinz states were r11e11 only 
depender~cies and trilrularies of Icokan, and their rulers acknowledged the aut1101,ity of its 
king, Khoda  Yar Khan. 1J:tbib-oollali K ~ I ~ I I ,  the takeer, a s  11e is generally ci~lletl, is said 
to  11;lve rnletl w ~ t l ~  great cruelty; lander him neithel. l ~ f e  nor property were safi., ancl he 
robbed all ! I IS  sul~jects  to fill 111s treasury, : I I I ~  the Kllotanis are bald to have asked Khush 
l3t.gi to I~ell) the111 10 depose thrir k ~ n g .  1 heard also that  linbib-oollah had refused to 
;tckno\rledge the Khokan autllority, and K h u s l ~  Begi atlacket1 lli~ll n o m i ~ ~ a l l y  to 11ri11g his 
country again under subjecrion to tlleir cornlnoll master; but wl~atcver nlay have I j e e ~ ~  his 
pretext, K l ~ u s l ~  B e ~ i  was evitlently detern~ir~etl to annes Kl~otan ,  and a t  the t-nd of 1806 
Ile imprisoned the Kllotan envoy, the11 in Yarkand ; but l l ~ e  latler, seizing all o l ~ p o ~  tunity, 
sent o f  two of his servants \\it11 a let,ter to Kllotan ; the niessengers were, however, de- 
tected, and t l ~ e  letter foulld concealetl in a shoe, and the two knell shtlt, and the envoy, 
under threat of a l ~ k e  fate, was forced to give I'ull int'ormulioll regarding the strengtll oc 
1<11ot:111, its garrison, :tnd its means of defence. 

At the beginning of 1067 Khush Begi, who had for sowe time been tonking Ilrepara- 
tions, sent a large force against Kllotan, but, to avoid suspicion ancl alarm, he disoatcl~ed 
it In small clet;~chments, ilnd a l ~ e n  all were assembled wi~hin  trvo or t l ~ r e e  days' march o(  
the town, l ~ e  joined the army, and by treachery and under prrtext of mokillg n friendly 
a l l~anre ,  11e l~eguiled Habib-oollal~ Khan  and his son into his camp, aod after receiving 
t l ~ e n ~  with great honour and I~andsornely entertaining them, Ile in the night made t l ~ e ~ n  ant1 

their 
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their followers prisoners, c~nd !he next day, minx the cnptive'~ -ignet ring, he numnlonccl all 
,-hiern R~:d nlilitary officers of Khotirn 1.0 Ilia c:alnp, nl~d as thcy were on their way he \erit a 
hotly of tronpe by nnother route, \vhic:h took po~s~.ssion or the town ant1 k ~ r t  ;~lmost wi111out 
opllo"tion, as t l~r re  were no le;tdcra, aud r ~ o  one was prepared to offer resiatance. At  the 
same time he neized all the men who l~ad  corue nut to his camll. Khueh Begi the11 him- 
self entered Khotan, m d  secttred a l a r ~ e  treasure ill  gold and silver, and appointed II flew 

(nvernor. Soon aftcr thin, so~ne of the Kl18rtil11 \ V I J I I I ~ I I ,  WJI I J  l~ild been given over to Khu?;h 
%egllN ogcen, formed a l l i ~ t  n ~ ~ u n g s t  t h e ~ ~ ~ s c l r e *  r ~ l d  kil1t.d rriany of their new liu&mds, 
and the people of the cot~lliry rose against their new nlaster$. Upon this, Khush Beyi 
ordered [he execution clfoltl II:~bib-oollall, his son, and all I : i i  I;lllowers who had been a e ~ ~ t  
as INisonprs to Yarkand, ancl a cenel-al llralilsacrc 1~1'thc n ~ c n  of'the country l o ~ ~ k  lace, and 
.,any thr lusr~~ds  were s l a i ~ ~  (but the wonIeII were s~,i~red),  ant1 L e  t o m s  01 IIcl~i, k m k u r l l ,  

were given up to pluntler. &IiZercl!ants, both llative ant1 foreigll, were generally 
protected, but  t l ~ e  Kashmir Vakeel, Ni~jnf Shah, was imprisoned and eent to Yark.cnd, :LII(( 

only re!eased after paylnent of a heavy fill?. H e  accllscil of llaving consplrerl eqalllet 
Klltlsll Begi, w l ~ o  seems at tlris time to have bee11 offended witlr the Cashmere Governwent 
for having formed an nllia~lce wit11 K l ~ o t a ~ ~ ,  and ;llsa for c5lablldlli1ly a military post a t  
Shntlula, rvhich is rlc>arly three ~r~arches ~ lo r l l~  01' the Kal.:lkoraln P ~ Y J ,  a ~ ~ d  c o r ~ s e r ~ u e ~ ~ t l ~  In 
Yarkilnd territory, alld because the Cnsl~~~~c:re  Vakeels n~i i re l~rcse~~ted the relations b e t w e r ~ ~  
Casl~rllcre illld tlie British Govcrnmrnt by ulakinc ollt ~ l ~ i ~ t .  t l ~ c  fo1111er was all-pa~verful, and 
on tllese *rounds Naji~f Sl1a11 ,\:IS imp~isotted, a ~ ~ d  the dcptt  at  Si~adula was destroyed. 

Alter having completely subdued Khotan, KI I~s I I  Begi marched on wit11 his forces, said 
10 \ le  a b t ~ ~ t  15,000 sirol~g, and chicfly co~o~)osed of Badaksl~anic, and Kerphiz, and Kip- 
&ak, who are Tartar Mahonledans, to Aksu, where he was recelved by the T u n ~ a n i s  w~th -  
out resistance, I Ie  then advi111ced to Kucha, and, after two or thrce severe battles, took 
the place and drove out the K!~oja army, wh~ch Red to Konr Turfan, far to t l ~ e  eastward. 
H e  lhen took Sairnnl, Shah-Yar, Ush TurLln, nlld when last Ileartl of was on his way Iback 
to Kashgar. Whilst engaged in theee exl~luits, he clo~ed the ro.111 to Ladaki~, anci reft~sed 
to allow allyone to pass; but directly he l~ud completed llis c~~~ lques l s ,  he Sate  o~,tlers (br 
the o enincr of the road, and the Yarkand kafilx rei~cl~ed Ladakh in SrIlternber. I n  Kucl~a, 2 D. the ~pchals ,  under one of his officers, R l ~ ~ z a  Al~n~ed,  consl~ired aga in~ t  Kliush Begi, but 
the plot was discovered, and, actin? with his usual vigour, K11usl1 Begi made a wholesale 
slaljghter of 11ie n~ut in~ers ,  to the numher of about 2,000. 

'Tl~e latest news rtceived mns, that Khusl~  Begi was organising a l a r ~ e  force and power- 
fill artillpry, and had se l~t  an envoy to Bokhara with otTe1.s of assistance against I i u~s i a ;  
and this report is confirmed hv IIICII  fro111 Bokhal-a of the arrival of this erlvoy. Kilush 
Begi seems to have entirely thrown o f  rhe Kokan yoke, and to be quite prepared to 11lain- 
tail) Ilia independence. Late reports fro111 Bokllara give out that IChoda Yar Khan has 
asked the Russiar~s to assist him against Yarliand, but it is unlikely that Russia will give 
any material a ~ d ,  i ~ s  her hands seem to be full, and probably Khush Begi is quite able to 
maintain his orvn against Kokan. H e  I I ~ I S  now with him a son of the l i~ t e  king of I(okan, 
who was killed some 20 years ago by the then king of Bokh;rra, and his tl~rone usurped bv 
Khoda Yar Khan; it is 11ow s a ~ d  that Khueh Begi will support the claims of this 
prince to the Kokan throne. 

I ~ I I U S I I  Beg1 is undoubtetlly a brave, energetic, skilful soldier, and a vigorous, t l l ou~h  
perhaps unscrupulous, r4ler. He is described as ~naintaining very strict discipline ill  <is 
army, and is very severe ill ~~unishing any fault, but otl~erwlse he treat.. his so1tlicr3 well, 
ant1 is very generous and lav~sh in his expenditure. l ie  treats n~erchants well, all([ tile 
taxation over other classes of the people is not excessive, and he is undoubtedly 110th reared 
and ~eslected by his subjects. The effect of his conso!idating all the provinces of Eastern 
Turkistan under one vigorous rule must be adva~~tageous to the countries them~elv ,?~ and 
their neigl~bours, and in every way benefcial to trade; and I 111ir1ir this is a good opilor- 
tunity for all attempt on the part of the Indian Goverllllleut LO enter into f r i e n ~ i l ~  ~ . , . I a l i o ~ ~  
will1 the new kingdom of Yarkand, whlcll comprises n , ~ t  les. t!:an 30,000 square nlil-.;, ;,nd 
co111ai11s more than a dozen large and in~por t an~  towns. I t  \vould, 1 feel conf ide~~t ,  Il; lve :, 
very good effect to send a11 accredited envoy tu Yarkand to concludc a friendly alliance 
wit11 Kllusll Be$, and to give h i n ~  a true and just idea of our wishes and intentions. 
There is no doubt that he is lliost anxious to be 011 liiendly terms with us, but is iery sus- 
picious of our motives, and as he now o~ily hears false ancl garbled accoullts of  our I ~ o l i c y ,  
he w~l l  never feel l.eal contidet~ce in us u~lless some such course be adopted t o  reilssllre his 
mind; of course, this could ol~ly be done if the country remains settled. No further direct 
news can now cr,nle horn Yarliand before or J U I I ~ ,  and before then Importaut c,ll.3nges 
may of course occur, but it seenls highly probable that Khush Bcgi will be able to retaill r l i J  
pos~tion as absolute ruler of l ~ i s  new kingdum of Yarkand. 

16, l have not, in this report, in any way described the internal state of Ladakll and its 
system of government, or the collditioll ot' its inhabitants, as tllc subject did not fAll within 
the scope ol' my duties, and 1 was of course able to protect all foreign trat~el-s fi,oul l,pl,l.es- 
rion or wrong of any killd. Since uly dep;~:ture, a new governor or Wuir, llamed ~ l i  
Akbar, has been sent up. I le is said to brar a very lligll character for justice alld Ilollesty, 
and I hope this lneasure sl~ows n desire on the part ot' the(XlIal1araja11 to carry out real 
reforms, a ~ l d  to stop all grounds of complaint for the future. 



a2  PAPERS RELATING TO THE 

TABLE of IS~PORTS into Leh from Yarhond and C7lantazg dur ing  1867. 

h':~n)es of Articloa. 

- - - .- - . . . - 

Churcls - . - - - 
Pushm, Shawl-wool - - 
Black wool - - - - 
Wool - - - - - 
Cotton piece-goods - - - 

I 

Ram~nwa. 

Quantity in Maunds (80 Iba.) 

l I From Ysrkand. Froni chant an^. TOTAL. 

Value at 

Leh. 

- 
176 0 

95 Tolas 

- 
- 

- 
1 16 

2,000 in No. 

- 

28 Thana 

150 ,, 
a 3  ,. 

405 in No. 

3,600 0 

2,600 Thans 

- - 

- 

4,344 10 

10 in No. 

1,710 NO. 

176 0 

Toles 306 

No. 18 

Seer 16 

1 16 

10 Seers 

2 19 

1 16 

No. 2,000 

1 8  

No. 13 

Ro. 24 

2 Thans 

28 0 

150 0 

33 o 

No. 400 

3,500 Mds. 

2,500 Thnns 

1,000 Sheets 

2 Tl~uns 

16 Seers 

- -  
6,220 37 

Felt cups - - - - I  l O i n N o .  

Mdr Srs. 

1,830 0 

106 0 

- 
- 

16 16 

Felts (numda) - - - - 
Ten from Ll~nsss - - - 
Gold dust - - - - 
Silver ingob (kuras) - - 
Cotton - - - - - 
Silk, raw - - - - 
Mushru (silk and cotton cloth) - 
Handkcrchicfs, silk - - - 
Jndwur (rnedioine) - - - 
Turquoi~es - - - - 
Kimson (coloured leather) - 
C h o u n ~ i -  - - - - 
Curpets - - - - - 
Broedclotl~ - - - 
Zankose - - - - 
Borese - - - - - 
Puttu - - - - - 
Musk bags - - - - 
Salt - - - - - 
Kiddukl~ - - - - 
Paper - - - - - 
Hulgan - - - - - 
Gillir Putta - - - - 

TOTAL - - - 

M&. Srs. 
- 

a86 0 

l26 0 

76 o 

- 

Mh. Sss. 

1,830 0 

460 0 

125 0 

75 0 

16 16 

1 5  

9,420 

28,000 

3,939 

2,088 

16 

350 

25 

G,335 

2,240 

4,000 

72 

13 

240 

85 

"4 

2,250 

264 

2,300 

3,600 

1,260 

250 

24 

5 

1,71,092 

' 1,710 0 

- 

208 Tolas 

18 in  No. 

0 16 

1 16 

10 deers 

2 19 

- 
.. - 

1 8  

13 in No. 

24 No. 

2 Thans 

- 
- - 

- 
- 
- - 

1,000Sheets 

2 Thaw 

0 10 

1,976 21 

Brick ten conaumed 
Tibet and Cashmere, 

Chiefly from Kbotan. 

From Bokhara. 

All exported to Yar- 
kmd. 

Russian. 

Coarse blanketing. 

Silk cloth for turbans. 

C o a r ~ e  woollen cloth. 

All thspropertp, Cash. 
mere Government. 

Linen cloth. 

Russian lenther. 

See-weed from CLinn 
used as medicine. 

Rs. 
68,590 

23,000 

4,626 

2,260 

1,926 

Inferior shawl-woo]. 

Sheep's wool. 

Coarse cotton 010th. 



TRADE OF INDIA WITH EASTERN TURKESTAN, 1 3 

(B.> 

STATEMENT of EXPOI~TS from the Ptmjac5 into Lrh during the Year 1867. 
p--- - .- . .- - .- - 

Quantity in ~Maonds of 80 Ibs. 
--p -. - Names of Articles. TOTAL. 

By I<ulu. I Ay Rampore. I By Cashmere. Punjab. Leh. 

l 
d f d ~ .  STS. M ~ s .  &s. 

Buzzazi, or cotton piece- 292 0 482 0 
goods. 

Kiriann spices, &;C. - - 413 0 556 0 5,550 19,200 

L ~ k h i ,  red goat skins - 209 0 330 0 21,875 

Sugar - - - - 169 0 

Tea (China), nearly all 103 0 12,700 20,4%0 
green. 

Preserves and medical 1;700 
drugs. 

Treacle - - - - 26 1 0  

Honey - - - - 
Turmeric - - - - 90 

Shells (nakus) - - - - 50 i 210 

"' i ::: 
l 

Brocades - - - - - 3,100 4,340 

Shells, kowrees - - 10 1 0  

Soep - - - - 33 52 

Indigo - - - - 
i 1,440 

Copper vesseh - - 240 

Iron - - - - 214 

T i n -  - - - - 6 0 1  I20 

Kuchoor, a drug - - 50 i 
Haberdashery, needles - 80 119 

Otter skins - - - SO 320 

Silver - - - - 0 1 7 9 1  1 1 l  3,300 3,300 

Opium - - - - 144 - 

Miscellaneous - - - 1,OO:l 1,300 

Coarsecotton cloth, I'unjabi - 1,GllO 2,000 

--- p -. -- 

TOTAL - - - 4 l,O!,GiJ I l,i9,133 



STATEMENT of Exroa~s f r o m  Le14 to Ynzhand and Chantang 

duriug 1807. 

Names of Articles. 

Piece-goods - - - - 
Spicec, $c. - - - - 
Goat skins - - - 
S u g a r -  - - - - 
,, soft - - - - 

T e a -  - - - - 
Preserves, drugs, &c; - - 
Haberdnsllerp, needles, &c. - 
Honey - - - - 
SnBron - - - - 
O t t e r s k i n s -  - - - 
Indigo - - - - 
Slioes - - - - - 
Silver - '- - - - 
Miscellaneous - - - 
Dates, dried - - - 
Kuchur - - - - 
Mojeet (red dyo) - - - 
Turn~er ic  - - - - 
Fox skins - - - - 
Pujhrnina, from Bulti - - 
Kashmir clluddnhs - - 
Bwcude - - - - 
Musk bngs - - - - 
Kirnokht, green leather - - 
Jud1r;lr - - - - 
Nurndn - - - - 
Currants, dry  - - - 
Butter - - - - 
Apricots - - - - 
Gulls - - - - - 
Pistols - - - - 
Tulwars - - - - 
Carpets - - - - 
Barley - - - - 
Ruckrrheat - - - - 

TOTAL - - - 

Quantity in Maunds (80 Ibs.) Vnluo 

in  

To Yidcand. T o  Chantang. TOTAL. A Ladnkh. 

Rs. a. 

50,076 - 
12,360 - 
14,987 8 

2,800 - 
390 - 

17,020 - 
420 - 

1,800 - 
425 - 

12,000 - 
480 - 

3,200 - 

12 - 
16,000 - 

800 - 
300 - 

1,160 - 
10 - 

360 - 
l i 5  - 

1,760 - 
6,630 - 
7,700 - 
3,GOO - 

P1 8 

1,GOO - 
1,800 - 

19: - 
3,500 - 
1,100 - 

80 - 
40 - 
i 2  - 

l50 - 
950 - 

1,OGS 8 

1,03,396 8 

Mds. STS. 

341 0 

309 0 

230 0 

70 0 

13 0 

112 4 

7 0 

12 0 

17 0 

7 20 

3 0 

90 IJ 

19 Pairs 

5 0 

10 0 

5 0 

29 0 

1 0  

9 0 

, 1 10 

110 Pairs 

89 0 

110 Thnns 

300 No. 

15 Pieces 

1 0  

G50 in  No. 

15 0 

300 0 

255 0 

8 in No. 

8 ,I 

9 , 1  

15 ,, 
950 0 

M&. Srs. 

271 0 

145 0 

200 0 

30 0 

9 0 

112 4 

7 0 

10 0 

13 0 

- 
3 0 

14 0 

12 Pairs 
- 
- 
- 

29 0 

- 
7 0 

1 16 

25 Pairs 

52 0 

55 Thans 

300 No. 
- 

1 0  
- 
- 
- 
- 
5 in No. 

G 1, 

S ,, 
- 
- 

Mds. Srr. 

70 0 

G4 0 

30 0 

33 0 

4 0 

2 0 

4 0 

7 20 

1 0  

G 0 

5 0 

10 0 

5 0 

1 0  

2 0 

85 Pairs 

35 0 

35 l 'hans 

l 5  Pieces 

G50 in No. 

15 0 

900 0 

275 0 

3 in No. 

2 ,1 

4 11 

' 5  11 

950 o 
- 

961 20 

8Z0 0 1 850 0 

2,533 20 3,495 0 
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S T A T E h I E N T  of   EXPORT^ f rom L P ~  to the P ~ t n j a b  during 1867, 
- - - - . - - - -- --p -- - - - - - 

I -7 ---l 

STATEMENT of IXPORTS into Leh from Cashmere and Baltiatan. 

1 Quantity in Jlaundn (80 Ibsj. 

Names of Articlee. - . - -- .- - -- . . . . -- 
l 

By Kullu. 1 By Rampore. Cui~rncrr. 

Saffron - - - 
Rice - - - - 
Quince seeds - - 
Honey - - - 
Tobacco - - - 
Currants, dried - - 
Apricots ,, - 
Butter - - - 
Pushmina, ohudders, &c. 

, horn Bultistan 
Guns and Pistola - 
Swords - - - 
Stone vessels, Iskads - 
Otter skins - - 
Shoes - - - 
fiIiscellaneous - - 

TOTAL. 

Value 

at 

U. 

Rs. 
P,640 

RI. a. 
30,887 8 

U50 - 
405 -. 

9,216 - 
228 - 
112 - 
l5 - 
22 - 

- - - 
Turt'nni shawl-wool - - 
Silk, raw - - - 
Handkerchiefs, silk - - 
Numdn - - - - 
Chuddurs, Pushmina, from 

Bulti. 
Woollen cloth, Ladakhi - 
Chowries, Yaks' tails - 

- 

- - - - - 
- 
- - 
- 

Chiefly intended for Ynr- 
kand and Chantang. 

- - ditto. - - ditto. - - ditto. - - ditto. - - ditto. - - ditto. - - ditto. . - ditto. - - ditto. - - ditto. - - ditto. - - ditto. 
- - ditto. . - ditto. - - ditto. 

Nds. Srs. 

5 16 

290 0 
1 10 
8 0 
32 0 
15 0 
250 0 
175 o 
95 Thans 
68 ,, 
15 in No. 

6 0 
200 in No. 

0 16 
820 Pairs - 
- 

Carpets from Yarkand - 
Khotar~. silk - - - 
Gillir P u t t g  aeaweed from 

China. 
Coarae cloth, Russian - 
Broadcloth, Russian - 
Gold dust - - - 
Silver ingots, kuras or 

Yamoo. 
Opium - - - - 

TOTAL - - - 

- 
i 

h .  S .  Mdr. Srs. Mds. Srr.  M&. Srs. 
522 0 
13 0 
1 24 
2 ln 

114 in NO. 
7 ,, 

- - 
16 in No. - - - 

0 16 

l Than 
1 ,. 
100 Tolas 
I4 in No. 

12 0 

581 10 

l 3 7  0 - - - . 
- - - - 
- - - - - - 
- 
- - 
- m 

- - - 
- - 

1.7 :, 12 ,, 
0 10 I 0 10 

m - 1  0 1 6  

1 - - I 1 Than - .  - 
- .  

- 

12l I 817 0 - 13 0 - 1 24 

l37 0 ( I35 

B 30 - - - 
3Thens  
6 i n  No. 

9 - 
114 in No. 

7 9,  

8 Than8 
22 in No. 



2 6 PAPER3 RELATING TO THE 

EXPORTS fron~ Leh to C'nslrnrere a ~ l d  Bulti~taa. 

Quantity. Value in Leh. 1 Rmrntc*. 
I 

Bhung .. - - - - 
Puchm from Chantaog and Yarknod 
Wool (sheep's) - - - - 
Soda earth - - - - - 
Fe]& - - * - - - 
Chudders (Bulti) - - - 
Carpets - - - - - 
Borax - - - - - 
MLoellnneoue - - - - 

H 0 
40.8 U 

5 0 
109 0 

340 in No. 
22 Paira 
10 in No. 

7 0 

Rs. 
Clliefly conling from Yar .  

kand and Chantang. 
- - ditto. 
- - ditto. - - ditto. 
- - ditto. 
- - ditto. 
- - ditto. - - ditto. 
- - ditto. 
- - ditto. 

(No. 8.) 

From Officiating Secretary to Government of India, Foreign Department, to Secretary 
to Government of Punjab (No. 171), dated 14th February 1868. 

I a m  directed to acknowledge your No. 40-116, of the 27th January  last, submittin" a 
report by Dr. Chyley, on special duty in Ladakh. and to state that  his ~xce1lenc;in 
Council has perused thetle papers with much interest. 

2. The remission of duties detailell ill your 13th paragraph, ao liberally made by his 
Highness the Maharajah, doubt.Ieee deeerves the commendation given by his Honour the 
Lieutenant Governor. The a c l i n o ~ l e d ~ p e n t s  of the G o v e r n m e ~ ~ t  of India for the fiscal 
liberality evinced 'oy his Highness have been conveyed by this office, in letter, No. 1160, 
of the 29th November last. 

3 The Governor General in Council concur* in the Lieutenant Governor's views, as 
given in your 14th paragraph, to the effect that the proposal for reduction of rates to 
2f per cent. ad valorrnc should not be ~ r e s ~ e d  on the hlaharajah's attention. 

4. The  proposal in your 21st paragraph, to the effect that the condition of the Chang 
Chenmo, Karakash, and Shyok routee should he urged on the consideration of his High- 
ness's Government, is approved. 

.5. I n  regard to your 22nd paragraph respecting Khalukdar, I am to refer you to this 
ofice letter, No. 109, of the 31et ultimo, adverting to  this person. 

B. The generally improved l~rospects of trade in these quarters is regarded with satis- 
faction by the Government of India. The exertions hy Dr. Cayley, made in the cause 
of improvement, are fully appreciated. That officer will doubtless see the necessity of 
using great moderation and caution in his dealings with the Native Government. It mill 
be in his recollection that at the outset he did allow certain orders to bc so worded as to 
cause appreliension to thc Maharajah's Gorernment. Every care must be  taken to avoid 
a repetition of any such proceedings. Dr. Cayley will do well to represent to  the proper 
official whatever may be noteworthy. Evcn this, however, must be done in judicious and 
co~~siderate ternis, avoiding anything that can unncccssarily give offence. Further, 
Dr. Cayley must bee that his niinisterial officers, rnoonshees, ant1 others, do not insert into 
vernacular proceedings any phrases that could in the least clegree run counter to the 
~ninciples above laid down. Lastly, while reporting officially to his own Govcrnrnent, 
Dr. Cayley, while fully elating what he believes to be the truth, muet ye t  do so in uarded 
m d  well-weighed expresaion~, especially in ma t tu s  reflecting a t  all on the Native 8orern-  
ment. Some thought for these point8 is neceseary, not only out of consideration to our 
Native ally, but also for the success of the mission. 

7. I am to request that the fullest assurance may Le given to the Maharajah on the 
part of the Punjab Government and of the Government of India tha t  no interference 
whatever, direct or indirect, with his I-Ii hness's eovereign r ighb  is contemplated by 
Dr. Cayley'a friendly deputation to ~ a d a k f .  
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The Secretary of State for India to the Covernor General of India iu 
Council. 

ltldia Office, 7 Alay 1068. 
1. 1 H A V E  read, with much interest, the correspondence enclosed in the letter 

of your Excellency's Government, iu the Foreign Dqartment,  No. 35, of the 
4th of Rlarch, and eeprcially the vduable report of Dr. Ceyley, relating to hta 
proceetlings in Ladakh during the pairt s e w n .  

2. Dr. Cayley appears to have conclucted the busine3il of the commercial 
missior~ with much zed,  energy, and i~hility. I fully concur in the mation 
which pour Excellency Ir:ls thought it right to give 11i1r1 to thr importance of 
moderation in his communications with tilt: Native (;overrmlent of Cnshrncre. 

3. Your Excellency will have perceived that the inhtrurtions contciined in 
your Secretary's Letter, No. 17 1,  of thr 14th of Fchruary la-t to thC (hrcarn- 
ment of the I'unjat~, are entirc~ly in accordance tritl~ the sentirlirnts expre.ssed in 
my Ilespatches, Nos. 21 and 22,' of the 15th of that month, relatinp to IJr. . ~ ~ ~ ~ s r l i a m e n t r  
Caylefs proccedi~igs. In  &using your ~anction to any pregrare being put ~ ~ ~ " 0 . 1 4 7 ~  
upon the Maharajah to decree ally further reduction of ratas of duty ( i .  c. to 
21 per cent. nd calorem), your Excellellcy acted with sound cli~cretion, "the 
fiscal liberality evinced by his Iiighness " havinrr already )net ~ f i t h  an expression 
of your gratification, and Itis conduct throughout these tmnsactions, which must 
neces~arily have been vexatious to him, having evinced as much enlightenment 
and go011 feeling as it was reasonable to e\pect. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) Stuflord H. Northcote, 

(Revenue Department.--So. 528-263.) 

From T. H. Thornton, Esq., Secretary to Government, Punjab and its Depen- 
dencies, to C. U. Aitchison, Esq., Officiating Secretary to Government of 
India, Foreign Department ; dated Lahore, 13th July 1868. 

I HAVE now the honour to reply to your letter S o .  47, of the 27th 
January 1865, regarding the progress made in tea culture, &C., in the Ka~igra 
Valley. 

2. I arn desired to state that a reply has been deferred till now, as matters 
have been in more or less of a transition state in respect to the points therein 
referred to ; but a memorandum on the subject, dated I st February last, from 
the Commissioner, Mr. Forsyth, with enclosures, is now forwarded for submission 
to the Supreme Government; and the Lieutenant Governor trusts they will be 
found to supply full information in ! egard to the prouress made during the past 
two years in the Kangra Valley generally. 

3. These papers, I am to explain, would hare been forwartled earlier, but 
that the Deputy Commissioner subsequently intimated that the statement of 
lands held by tea-planters had been found to be not strictly correct. -4 revised 
one had been called for, which has not vet been received ; but the return in- 
closed is, inHis Honour's opinion, sufficiently correct to consey a practically true 
impression of the state of matters at present. A regi5ter of such lands is now 
regularly maintained, as enjoined by the Supreme Government. 

4. The  two points on which informatio~~ was specially called tbr in the third 
paragraph of !.our letter W-ere,-l. the feasibility of establishing a local 
treasury for the use of the planters ; 2. the establishment of a British agent at  
Ladakh. The latter nieasure has, as the Government is aware, been fully carried 
out, and with every prospect of very great benefits resulting to the tea trade of 
the valley. The former, however, His Honour r e g e t ,  has not yet become prac- 
ticable, not only, as assumed by Mr. Forsyth, on account of the expense it would 
involve, but more especially because of the strong objections now very wisely 
entertained to increasing the number of small treasuries. But should Palam- 
pore hereafter advance in importance, so as to render it worthy of being ren- 
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dered the head quarters of a Tehsil, it may, His Honour thinks, be found prdc- 
ticable, and even expedient, to transfer tlie Tehsil to this place from Kangra, as 
it is tolerably centrical with reference to all the richest and most populous por- 
tions of the Kangra Tehsil ; and the Lieutenant Gorernor considers that this is 
by no means unlikely, seeing how rapidly Palampore has hitherto progressed, as 
during his recent visit His Honour was much surprised to find a large and busy 
bazaar established at a spot which, five years ago, was under forest. I t  appears, 
moreover, to be of a permanent character, which he had not expected, the 
business carried on in it being by no means limited to the season when mer- 
chants from Tibetan Tartary are looked for. All this, I am to observe, has 
been the result of the deep interest taken by Mr. Forq-th in everything affecting 
the welfare of the Kangra Valle!., and the great energy he has brought to bear 
upon the subject. 

5. I t  will be seen from the papers now transmitted, that besides tea, ciu- 
chona, slates, and China grass, are likely to become important articles of export 
from the Kangra Valley, and to afford scope, His Honour hopes, for the applica- 
tion of European capital and enterprise. 

6. l 'he completion of a cart road throughout the entire bulk of the valley, of 
which mention is made, cannot. His Honour thinks, but hare a most important 
effect in promoting the interests of all those engaged in developing the resources 
of the valley, and of the population generally; and much attention has been 
devoted to the project by this Government. The road has been planned and 
is being executed by Lieutenant James Browne, Royal Engineers, an officer who 
is, I am to state, admirably qualified for such a task. Nearly the whole of the 
earthwork of the road has been completed throughout at gradients such as will 
offer no obstacle whatever to traffic on laden carts, and numerous small bridges 
and culverts hare been completed, or are in progress. A brick-arch bridge of 
140 feet span, the largest masonry span, His Honour helieres, in India, has been 
successfully completed by him over a stream named the Niggal, aud another of 
the same span is in progress over a second stream named the Barao. The corn- 
pletion of these two bridges will afford permanent cart communication between 
the plantations and Kangra, whence carts, ekkas, and gigs, now reach Houhiar- 
pur in the plains. A timber-truss bridge of 220 feet span is also in progress 
over the stream at Kotela, 12 miles from Noorpore; and by making scarps 
at  the other streams not yet bridged, cart communication during the dry 
season with Pathankot will be opened immediately after the rains shall have 
closed. 

COPY of' a M E ~ C ~ R A N D U B ~  from T. D. Forsytk, Esq., Additional Financial Conunissioncr, 
Punjab, to C. C: Aitchison, Esq., Officiatiug Secretary to Government, Punjab ; dated 
1st February 1868. 
1. THE Secretary to Gorcrliment havins called for a report on the progress made in thc 

Kangra  Valley in connection with the subject* mentioned in Sir  R. bIontgomery's lninute 
U on the state and prospect3 of tea pl:~nting, dated 13th December 1864, I ~ u b m i t  the 
foP.ning remark8 :- 

2. The accompanying statement, co~npiletl in the Settlement Department, sho1t.3 the 
extent of land occupied by planters, European and Native. 

3. The  total area has not much increased since 1864, a t  least so far as regard3 European 
plantations ; a8 the landed ~)roprietors have exhibited a very decided aversion to pnrtiug 
with an acre of' mround, and all the efforts of the Government official3 to induce them to 
do so have failex I t  is not that thc planters have behaved in an way calculated to give 
ofcnre  to the people ; for it is a remarkable fact, of which these English settlers illay feel 
proud, that hitherto they habe tecurcd thc good will, and in many ~netances, the hearty 
attachment, of the zcrnindars, who frerl~tently flock to sonle of the planters to beck : ~ d \  icc 
and help in domestic trouble, or when in\olved in litigation. 

4. The crention and maintenance of such a good understanding between se t t l c r~  : I I ~  t l ~ c  
old inhabitants is a t  the bottom of' all future euccess ; wit11 it, planter3 arc a l~ l e  to obtain 
manure for their fields, workmen for their plantations, and supplics for their tal)lc; with- 
ou t  it, there ia enough difficulty in the mattcr of labour alone to ruin all the pl:int.~tion~ iu 
the valley. 

5. As  regard* the difficulty in obtaining more land, i t  is perhaps as wcll that for tllc 
present nlurc settlers should not come into the valley until the facilities of 'commu~licatiu~~ 
are suc l~  au to enable tlic prol~rictors to import labourers from other parts. I 1)ropo.c to 
dwell on this cubjcrt bef'orc proceeding to notice the other point3 alluded to In hir K.  
Montgomery's minutc. 

8. 'Tl~c 
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6. The circumstances of the Kangra Rajpoota are well known to I i i ~  Honour. They 
are a proud race, disdaining to touch the plough, and thus they require to h ave a number 
of labourers on their lands. But  they do not object to the eaay duty of looking after 
plmtationa, and even manipulating the tea, and thus it Las come about that  these high 
caste rajpoots are much cmployed aa overnecrs and superintendents in the factories, and 
bring a number of labourers to work in the plantations. These men are av eree to oing 
any great distance from their homea, and for the present are content to rece ive mcdlFrate 
wages, viz., four rupees per menacm for common lahourers. 

But  i t  requires the constant watchfulness of the authorities to prevent great injury 
occurring by the sudden disturbances of the lahour market. 

7. Any grcat demand for labour, where the sup ly i~ limited and inelastic, is productive 
of great inconvenience and loss to the planters. &he a stem of forced labour for repd. 
of roads has only just been l ~ u t  an end to; iF, indeed, it i a s  not entirely cea8ed. TYa r a 3  
a crying evil. 

8. Scarcely less grievous to the plantcra was the systcm of competition which had dprun,o 
up between the d~ffercnt dc artments of works; so that workmen who wcrc c ~ ~ r p l o ~ e i l  
on one job rvould be enticed, !y t l ~ c  offcr of higher nagee, to another work, and do on to 
a t h i ~  d, till a t  laat the rate of wages became cluadruplcd. 

9. The case shortly stated stood thus :-The supply of labour being a fixed quantity, it rvas 
very evident that, if the demand exceeded that supply, either the requisite labour should 
be sought for elsewhere, or else eome work must suffer. Unfortunately i t  has been once 
or twice the case that the Government works, which heing constructed for the  cad of thc 
people, may be considered of the utmost importance, have been pushed forwardf by means 
of raising the rates, and so drawing away the labourere from the plantations. The planters 
very s Ieedily made known this real grievance, which was a t  once remedied. 

11). h h u s  t6. dificulty haa been for the time satisfactorily arranged; and it b to be 
hoped that ere long the completion of the new roads will releaae a larve number of men 
who are now compelled to act as portera, besides setting free all the wor%men on the roads, 
who will then have to seek their livelihood in the plantations and elsewhere. 

11. I t  is not necessary to dwell upon the question of the manufacture or the quality of 
the teas, as in all this no aid is sought from Government. 

12. The next subject to be considered is, how to get the teas out of the plantations to 
market, and which are the beet markets. 

1st. Regarding the construction of a road suitable for carts to the plains : 
The Lieutenant Governor has sanctioned the construction of a broad road throughout 

the length of the valley. The orders originally mere for i t  to commence from Noorpore, 
but  I believe his Honor has now been pleased to render i t  complete by commencing from 
Pathankot, and throwing a bridge over the River Chukke, which is essential in order to 
make thc road fit for cart traffic throu hout the year. 

The entire len h of road from ~ a t i a n k o t  to Baijnath is about 82 miles, of which the !l portion between oorpore and Palampore is now being taken in hand. 
I n  order to give immediate relief to the planters, i t  was determined to open out the upper 

part of the road first, and to connect the tea plantations with the Dhurmsala and 
Hoshiarpur cart road. Wit11 this in view, Lieutenant Browne, Executive Engineer in 
charge, has commenced to throw bridges with brick arches over the Nigol and Baneir 
streams, and i t  is reasonably expected that the planters will be able to send their teas to 
the plains in carts, vih Kangra and Hoshiarpur, next winter. 

A more detailed report on the progress of this road will doubtless be called f ~ r  through 
the Engineer Department, if required. 

13. The next subject is the public bui!dinge asked for and sanctioned b y  Sir Robe& 
Montgomcry. These were a Rest House, Post Office, Ddk Bungalow, and Dispensary ; 
and i t  was proposed by the Lieutenant Governor to make the revenue collections of Kulu 
and the sub-collectorate of Burwarneh available a t  Holta, if it could be done without 
additional expense to the State. 

These orders were commenced to be acted upon in 1866, when Major Cracroft, then 
Deputy Commissioner, Kangra, first pointed out the site, which was approved by the 

lanters, and has since become known as Palampore. His Honor, the Lieutenant Governor,   as sanctioned the erection of the buildings named in the margin, of which the D L  Bun- Circuit H O ~ W .  

galow, Circuit House and Post Office havc been built, and the Dispensary and Tehsil are Dhk Bungalow. 
in coursc of const~uction. The Police Station has been provisionally sanctioned, and will gi.;zidaree, 
bc commenced so soon as funds are rovided. P Police Station. 14. I t  is scarcely necessary to a lude, in passing, to the advantages to the planters post office, 
arising from having a small market town in their nei~hbourhood where supplies can be 
easily procured, and where a general rendevous is obta~ned. 

15. The great inconvenience to which they were formerly subjected by having to go 
several miles to the nearest market place, and the disadvantage and positive loss caused 
by the frequent absence of their labourers and followers a t  the sub-collectorate a t  
Burwnrnch, cause the planters to appreciate greatly the transfer of the Tehsil establishment 
to Palampore. 

16. I t  is said by some that there has been a slight enhancement of prices in consequence 
of the fair and the influx of visitors to Palampore, but the majority of the planters look 
upon this as a very small matter co~npared with thc advantages derived from the e stablisll- 
ment of a local market, and they have repeatedly expressed their gratitude for t he  cfforts 
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which have been made to meet their wishea. It is only right that I should here make 
known their high appreciation of the aid rendered to them by Major Crscroft whilst he 
was De U Comrmeaioner of the artriot. 

17. &ig regard to the propmal to make the nvenuc collections available a t  Maopore ,  
and the meamre8 taken to accommodate p!anters in cashing bills and currency notea, i t  
wae ympoeed to open a Suh-rollertarate Treasury at  Palampore, but this wan objected 
to  on the wore of ex ense. If, however, funds could be obtained-as perhaps they may 
now 11e-by ~ I I C  nllr%tion of any Tehsil treuuries thmughout the province, I would 
decidedly advocnte the estnbiishment of a amaH treasury a t  Palam ore. A t  present, the 
a r r anven i r~~ t i  made by lue privately are for the agent of Seth gurneer Mull to open a 
hrauc71 e-t:~hli.hme~,t at thnt plnce, and he trauaactr a very fair businew in discounting 
hoondeca and caehing notea fnr the idantera, whoae yearly requirements come to about one 
lakh. A t  one time i t  was suggested to them that they should cluh together ancl defray 
the cost of es i .n  establiohu~ent; but t h i ~  met with no response, chiefly because they felt 
dirinclineci ttb pay for Gc)vernment eetahliehment6. They desire greatly to have R treasury 
opened, for i t  would save them all the diacount they now have to pay, and I advocate 
compliance with their wishee, for the extra coat to the Im erial revenues would be 
exceedingly small, and if I am right in m y  surmise regarding tlfc abolition of acme Tehsil 
treasuries, it need be none a t  all, whereas the boon to the plarrters will be very great. 

18. The estnhlishment of a British agent a t  Ladakh, which ww the laat topic broached 
hy the planters to Sir R. Montgomery, opens out such a wide field for comment, and has 
been so fully and frequently discussed, that I need only remark here that the presence of 
Dr. Cayley at  Leh, and the reduction of duties in Ladekh, though tea was always exempt, 
have given R great impetus to tmde generally, and one direct r e ~ u l t  of the Palampore 
fair ha6 been to make t r ade~s  from Yarkand and Cabool, and all arts acquainted with 
the K m g r a  tea plantations, mud already purch.ecs have been ma!e a t  goo(1 prices for 
foreign markete, aa well as for coneumption in the Punjab. Thus i t  is hoped that a good, 
if not the beet, market for the planters may he found a t  their own door, and this is what 
is desired. 

19. The following extracts from a report made by Major Paske on the Cinchona and 
China grass plantations and on the slate quarries are given a8 relating to the enterprise of 
British settlers in the Kangra Valley. 

EXTRACT (paraa. 14, 15, and 16) from a LETTER, NO. 16, dated 3 January  1868, from 
Major E. Paahe, Deputy Commissioner, Kan a to Colonel R. Young, Officiating 
Commiaaioner and >uperintendent, Jullundhur R d s i o n .  

Para. 14. I have again visited the plantation in November last, that is. within eight 
months of my previous visit. Plants which I eaw as young seedlings a few inches high 
on the occasion of my first visit are now most af them healthy and promising young trees, 
many of them three feet high. Burwarneh. which stands 3,198 feet above the level 
of the sea, is evidently a very suitable altitude for the growth of the Cinchona: equally 
suitable positions could be selected in numerous localities throughout the valley if only 
the land co~dd  be secured. I recently observed a remark in a local newspaper to  the 
effect that the Cinchona plant could only be reared as an exotic in the Kangra district. 
Bu t  my vieite to the Cinchona Company Plantation convince me that a11 the young trees 
are as freah, vigorous, and healthy as though they were indigenous to the soil. Mr. 
M'Kay informs me that his only difficulty is to secure sutficient land. All he has obtained 
for the company* has been planted o u t ;  he ha9 now a stock of young seedlings ready for 
transplanting, which would cover 30 or 40 acres if onlv he could obtain the laud. 

15. I n  regard to China grass, I have recently sub~nitted a report U on the introduction 
and culturc of this i ~ n l ~ o r t n l ~ t  fibre in the Kangra district. 1 my %ere briefly mention 
that  China grass has been introducetl and huccessfully cultivated by Mr. J. Montgomery 
on his e ~ t a t e  a t  Ram Bagh, R a n g n .  From my \k i t s  to his plantation, I feel satisfied 
that the might he cultivated with great success all over the \alley ; and, if only in 
quantities sufficiently large for exportation to Euro  e, its cultivation and the manufacture P of the fibre mill be attended with remuneratite resu ts. 

16. Slate quarrying deserves some mention in this report,-operations in this branch of 
trade having becoille very extensive owing to the introduction of European capital and 
enterprise. An English company, with a large capital, farm the extensive quarries at  
](unn ars, sixmiles fromDhurmsaln, The roofing slatea produced froin these quarries 
are otYexccllent quality, and are u ~ e d  not only throughont the district, but are largely 

for buildings at  Julinder. Urnbnlla, and othcr stations. The demand for thcsc 
slates is increasing, and the company find difficulty in producing supplies rapidly enough 
to meet requirements. The works are in charge of a !)rofessional engineer, and a traluway 
is being constructed along the main vallery leading to the quarriee. Tlle company are 
desirous that the Gobernment shoul8 conatruct n cart road from Dhurmsala to the qunr- 
ries, and thereby facilitate the transport of slates recjuired for public buildings. - 

Note by Mr. Forsyth.-There appraro to he some error here, for the Return shows h e  ban 252 acres, of 
which only three are planted. 
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S T A T E M E N T  of LAND# lleltl in the KANGRA DIATRICT 1,y TEA PLANTERN, 
E l ~ r o p e r n  and Native. 

No. I Planted wit11 1 T o r  Not yot P h t e d .  

1 

2 

3 

4 

C, 

0 

7 

8 

9 

l 0  

11 

I 2  

1 3  

14 

15  

16 

17 

18 

19  

U) 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

20 

29 

30 

31 

32 

Mr. Duff - - - - 
Mr. Tnylor - - - - 
Mr. Sparkes - - - 
Cuptaln Fitzgcrald - - 
Dr. Craaford - - - 
1 K - . - - 
C~nol~ona Company - - 
Pu'aeaan Tea Company - - 
Kangra Valley Tea Company 
Ditto - ditto - - - 
Ditto - d ~ t t o  - - - 
111. Brachey - - - 
hlajorGordon - - - 
Mr. Blewett - - - 
Mr. Turnbull - - - 
iMr. Roger$ - - 
Cnpta~n Batt - - - 
3fr.Ponlroy - . - 
Government - - - 
Captain Bart and Mr. Lennox 

2 1 - - - . - -  

Koolou Va!ley Tea Company 

Mr.Greig - - - - 
Colonel Burnett - - - 
Major White - - - 
Mr. S h ~ w  - - - - 
Mr. Montgomery - - 
Majorstrut t  - - - 
Jyshee Ran1 - - - 
S n l ~ g  Ralu - - - - 
Rajah Nndown - - - 
Wuzeer Gasl~oon - - - 

G R A N D  TOTAL - - 

Acrca. r. p, 

160 8 20 

2 6 d  0 0 

2 0 0  

1,164 0 0 

98 0 0 

26 0 0 

249 0 0 

383 0 0 

448 0 0 

164 0 0 

205 0 0 

on o o 
228 0 0 

1 8 8 0 0  

170 0 0 

99 0 0 

1 0 3 0 0  

S8 0 0 

1 0 6 0 0  

16 0 0 

136 0 2 

0 P I6  

184 1 1 4  

144 2 3 0  

204 3 37 

3 2 26 

3 ' 2 8  

106 1 15  

L O O  

5 0 U 
------- 

6,123 E 8 

Acres. r, p. 

37.5 2 4 

26 0 o 
2 0 0  

149 0 0 

207 0 0 

l 0  0 0 

9 0 0  

115 0 0 

a04 0 0 

- 
- 

25 0 0 

90 0 0 

2 0 0  
' 

110 0 0 

1915 o n 
- 

4 0 0 

161 o 0 

7 0 0  

745 1 16 

2 n 24 

72 2 17 

96 0 20 

162 1 S6 

14 0 14 

570 0 0 

142 1 2 0  

31 0 0 

43  o 0 

131 0 0 
--p- 

3,786 2 20 

Acres. r. p. 

506 l 34 

E77 0 0 

4 0 0  

1,513 0 0 

a66 0 0 

35 0 0 

252 0 0 

498 0 0 

7150 0 0 8 

164 0 0 

205 0 0 

01 o IJ 

162 U 0 

1 9 0 0 0  

179 0 0 

000 0 0 

2 9 8 0 0  

38 0 0 

4 0 0  

2 6 7 0 0  

2.3 0 0 

883 1 1 s  

P 3 0 

266 3 31 

2ae 3 1 0  

447 1 22 

17 8 0 

5 7 3 . 2 8  

247 9 36 

31 0 U 

44 0 U 

136 0 (1 

8,910 0 20 

8,451 1 33 

458 '3 36 

8,010 0 28 

ABSTRACT : 

Europenns - - - - 
Natives - - - - 

G R A N D  TOTAL - - 

3,439 I o 5,012 0 33  

347 1 2 0  1 111 1 1 6  
__----p----- 

3,786 2 20 1 5,123 2 8 
l 
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From W. S. Setnn-Kart, Esq., Secretary to the Government of India, Foreign Depart. 
ment, to  the Secretary to the Government of Punjab (No. 249.) ; dated Iotll Auguet 
1868. 

I rravs laid before the Viceroy and Governor General in Council your lcttcr No. 
528-623, dated 13th ultimo, and the report which accompanied i t  on the progress made in 
tea culture in the  Kangrn Valley. 

P. \\'ith regard to the qucstion of labour, his Excellency in Council tlesires ~ n e  to 
observe that the labourer has the right to ex ect the beet price he cnn obtain for his work, 
and that notbing should bc done to prevent tRc riac of w q c s  in thc natiirnl wry according 
to the supply and demand of the market. 

Q 
3. Concerning the proposed treasury a t  Palampore for the  planters, the Governor 

General in Council is of' opinion that the first coneideration is the general convenience of 
the people and the fiscal arrangements of the country. T o  abolish local or tehsil trea- 
suries, and so to force the eople to go to a distance to pay in their installncnts of revenue, 
would, His  Excellency in 8ouncil thmks, be a very questionable policy. 

No. 67.-Revenue (Foreign). .* 
The Secretary of State for India to the Governor General of India 

in Council. 

India Office, 31st October 1868. 
1. I HAVE considered in Council the Despatch from your Excellency in 

Council, numbered 35, Foreign Revenue, and dated the 15th of August, wit11 
which you forward a copy of the proceedings of the Government of the Punjab 
on the progress made in tea culture in the Kangra Valley, and of your reply 
to them. 

2. These papers show a satisfactory progress in the establishment of tea 
culture, and in commercial enterprise in the Kangra Valley. This progress 
seems to be of a permanent character, and to extend to an important quar- 
rying of slates, with the prospect of a considerable export trade in that 
article, as well as in Cinchona and China grass, which products promise to 
succeed in this region. 

3. I concur with you in your observations on the demand for labour and 
local treasuries. 

4. These papers are highly creditable to the energetic superintendence of 
Mr. Forsyth. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) Staford H. Northcote. 
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blemnrnlidum on Rolllee from the I'unjnh to Eastern Turkcntnn, by T. D. Fomyth. Esq.,o.n, Com- 
.,., missioner and Superintendent, Julinder Diviui~~n, I'urrjnh - - - - - - - - ., , 

l i e  or t  011 the Route to the Kurnkaah River, L-2 the CboogeLenrno Valley and Pase, by Dr. l3. 
&yley, on Special Duty at Ladaklr - - - - - - - - - - - - 30 

M E M O R A N D U M  on ROUTES from the PUNJAB to EASTERN TUBKBBTAI. BY 
T. D. Forsyth, E E ~ . ,  c.B., Co~nmiseioner and Superintendent, Julinder Division, 
Punjab. 

Tnr  President of the Royal Qmgraphical Society in hie addreas nt the last anniversery 
meeting of the society hecr remarked on the grand and impassable mountnin region lying 
between the Central Aeiatic countries occupied b the Rusaiane and our great empire of 
India, and the complete separation of India from Eaatern Turkeatae 

Similar opinions regarding the " impmsable bulwark of the Himalayas and the mighty 
barrier of the Kuen Lun, whose mountains rise like a wall 17,000 feet Iiigl?, wit11 
scarcely a crest or depression throughout the entire extent," have been given forth by 
writers a t  difercnt tirnes, but now thcy have received from the mouth of the learned 
President the fiat of authority, as he r e f e r ~  for a confirmation of liis opinion to an article 
in the " Edinburgh Review," ~vhich he tella us wm written by an efficient public servant 
in India. 

Now, if official informatio~~ is to be quoted as the basis of opinion8 delivered er  rvrth~drb 
by so important a personage as the President of the Royal Geographical Sllciety, it is 
nece~sary that such information should be correct. 

Whatever may be the opinion of tvritcrs at  a distance, i t  is a fact well known to traders 
and officials on the spot, who have given their attention to the subject, that the Hima- 
layan range, so far from bcing ilnpassable to traders or even armies, has been already 
crossed by both, and abounds in easy routes hithcrto perhaps but little frequented, owing 
not to any insurmountable phyaical clifficulties, but to political or fiscal opposition, and now 
being opened to general traffic. 

The most valuable information on the subject of routes to Central Abin hitherto put 
forth is that contained in a letter and memorandum submitted by Ca tain Montgo- 
merie, n. E., on the 20th J u l y  1861, to the Punjab Government, and pu%liahed in bfr. 
Dariea' R e  ort on Trade. 

The whore paper is well worth perusal, but  the following extract. are given for con- 
venience sake bere :- 

" There are several routes from the Punjab to Eastern Turkestan, but three only are 
ever likely to be available for traffic ; the first is vicl. Cashmere and Leh  ; the second v i l  
Mundi, Kulu, and L e h ;  the third vih Simla, Garo, and Rudok. The Cashmere route 
is  either direct vih Skardo or by Ladak;  the hlundi r o d  starting from Noorpore, 
Amri t~i r ,  or Loodianah goes by ICulu, and the Simla route either v i i  Sooltanpore, 
Kulu, and the Baralacha Pass, or by the Parang L a  (Pass), or avoids Ladak altovether, 
traversing the Chinese territory, but all, except the latter, cross' the ~ a r a o r u m  
Prw~." - 

The most direct route to Yarkand, takinn the sea a t  ICurrachee aB the starting point, 
is  that vid Mooltan, Jhelum, Cashmere, an8 Skardo, but as pointed out by Captain Mont- 
gomerie, " i t  is not generally well adapted for traffic." 

" The next route, vi6 Jhe lun~ ,  Cashmere, and Leh to Yarkand is, in Captain Mont- 
gomerie's opinion, ' not only the shortest but the beet and cheapest route for traffic from 
the sea to Eastern Turkestan.' From Jhelum to Leh (Ladak), the route through the 
mountains is better than any other that traverses the Himalayas ; the road between the 
plains and Leh crosses the Himalayan range by a very remarkable depression of only 
11,300 feet, and none of the passea on it exceed 13,300 feet in hciglit, and they arc, 
moreover, open for a t  least seven or eight montha in the year, and could be crossed a t  
any ~jeauon in fine weather. There is, moreover, between the plains and Lch but uue 
or at  the most two halting e laces without a village in the vicinity, in itself a very ,orcat 
advantage." 

The next route in uee is that vih Mundi and Kulu. 
" The greater part of the traffic between the Punjab, Leh, and Turkeetan, is carried on 

by this road, and after the road t i6 Caehmere and Leh, i t  is  decidedly the beet route from 
the Punjab to Eaatern Turkeetan, Yarkand, &c. ; though the passes between the Chenab 
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(Chandra Bagha) and Indus me very high on this route, yet the slopes arc SO easy 
tliat there ia but  little dificulty in crosein 'rho route is open for about five or six months, 
b61 m u l y  two month 1- thr ctL5-e mute. ~ b . 8 0  me, moveols, nine or t a  
malXea over very elevated blcak ~nountain h d  without an villngs. To t l ~ c  Erat of 
the Baralachn, there i~ no rontc well a d q t e d  for hamc  with kss t e ru  Turkestp~. '~  

Captain Rlontgomerie t h n  g i n s  the folbring comparative distances by thc three 
routcs :- 

1st.- 
To IIooltan by river - 
Thence to Jhelum by river 
,Thelurn to Kashmir - 
Kashmir to Le11 - - 

2nd- 
T o  ?lZooltnn - - - 
Thence to Lahorc - 
Lahore to Amritsir - 
Amritsir to Sealkote - 
Sealkote to Cashmere - 
C a s h w e  to L e h  - - 

3rd.- 
A s  above to Amritsir - 
Amritsir to Noo~pore - 
Xoorporc to nlundi - 
Mundi to Sooltnnpore - 
Soo1tanl)ore to Leh - 

Total 

Total 

Total 

Taking hnr i t s i r  as the starting point, Captain Montgo~nerie gives the distznce to 
Leli  by the Cashmere route a t  40 marches, or 515 miles, and by the Mundi route a t  
41 marches, or 525 miles, over a very mucl1 more difficult country. 

B u t  i t  was then pointed out that, owing to the heavy custoins duties in Cashmere, the 
Ku lu  route was moat frerluented. Captain Montgomerie then renlarlrs that :- 
" Every endeavo~u- should be made to improve the roads when a sniall outlay is likely 

to be efFectud ; and if possible camels should be taken as far as Iiulu. The Cashmere road 
offers great facilities for allowing camels to pass, and a very s~nall  expenditure would be 
sufficient to nialie the present road passablc for carnels. The tlouble-1iuml)cd camel has 
been brought to Leh  several times, snd i t  is capablc of' carrying burdens o \ r r  thc highest 
passes. Laclakh itsclf offers but few obstacles to thc paPsagc of calnels." 

Accordin to the state of affairs as represented b Captain Montgomcrie, Leh, the 
capi td  of %&, was tllc point farthest north to wi;iell he carried his co~oparison of 
routes, that p a c e  being thc great market for exchange of goods betwecn Central . l a  
and H i n d o a s t .  And as is clearly shown by him, the choicc lay Letwcen the ronte 
from A ~ n r i b i r  vid Cwhnlere to Leh, and that a i l  Muudi-Iculu to Leh, the difference 
between these two routea being one march or 10 miles in favour of Cashmere in ac tud 
distance, besides crossing lower passes, and bein open for many more months in the 
e a r .  Moreover, i t  was then the case that carnds could be taken for 15 marches along 
the Cashmere route, and only 10 marches along the ICulu route. 

Bu t  since 1861 s e a t  chan es have taken place, and i t  is proposed now to considcr the 
comparative merits of thc d iBren t  mutes to Yarkand. 

Taking Leh  as still thc g ~ w t  entrepGt of Central Asian commerce, thoug11 i t  wi!l be 
&own hereafter that t l i s  i s  likely to b e  changed, we may biem the improvement made 

- 
- - - 

- 

- - - 

- - 
- - 
- - 
- - 
- - 
- - 

- - - 

on each Line. 
When  Captain AIontgoincric wrote, there was no Monltan ancl Lahorc Railway, and his 

calculation of distance8 by water will havc to be act a~ idc .  
W e  may take h ~ r i t s i r  as our starting point, that Leinu thc chief c~nporiuni of trade, 

and we know tlmt the h1;Lbarajah of Caslimcrc dcsires a17 trade to pass by .Tnmoo, and 
will give every fi~cility to traders by tliat line. The road fro111 J a n ~ o o  olcr  the Bnnuhal 
Pass to Cashmerc is not so easy as that by Jhclu~n,  though tlic pass to be croseed is lower. 
I n  a few years' time thc railroad to Rawul Pindcc will bc opened, and ~ossibly this may 
caurc aome alteration in the point a t  which C:~ahnicrc is entered. As tkc b1il.liarajah has 
lowered his duties, and perhaps ere long may abolish transit duties, i t  may be taken for 
granted that i n  a few years' time fiscal coneidcrations will have no weight iu determining 
the line taken b y  traders. 

It may eafely be p d i c t c d  that  there will be a vast iucreaee of trade along this 
and 

Miles. 
750 
350 
192 
256 

--- 
1,548 

750 
300 
35 
64 
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and perhaps the greater advanlagea of t h  Cneb?re rrmts with ita frequent v i I h p  mep 
induce m e r h t s  to take that line in pde rence  to anether rherter one. 

A s  our object is to extend trade without obtaining any mono oly sr prefcre- for an? 
one. route, every improvement d c  W Gldlity a f i . d  l~ the & l m j a b  rill k r d o . a $ - d  
ae roving the identity of hiw intere- with oura 

!V. may now review the b ~ w - n t  made or mntetnphtn) on the YrDu Er. 
I n  the first place, a enrt road ie u d e r  eonetruetiam 41reqhout the whole length of thc 

Kangra valley. A t  preeent i t  is only to extend to I'ilJampre, but Wuzeer Cioahann, the 
energetic Prime hIinistcr of Mundi, i~ anxious to continue the road to the salt mine. at 
Gumar, nnd t h k  work, i t  is hoped, may be completed in a Sew peare. 

G- ia 16 marcllcs from Amribs. 
A s  the Eawul Pindee railroad has I ~ e n  mentioned, it ie only Gir to t&e inta considem- 

hen  the possibility of a railroed to I'sthankot, the pro~ect for which im already under tke 
coneideratiou of the Government. 

From Gumar a new road over the Uubboo Pase l= been made to Soo]tanjwre-I(ullu 
thro h Mund~  territory, thus saving oae march of 16 milea The r o d  waa originally 
i n t e 8 e d  m l y  fin mules, but the gradient i. a emy that t h e  will be no dificulty in taki 0 

e ~ l s  over it when it h u  been properly widened. Once in Kulu 4 s  un travel ,$ 
perfect case up the Beatr valley as far ad Pdchan,  the hot of the Botang Pass, a clistancc 
d 2 3  marches from Amritsir. 

From P n l c b n  to Leh, the raw3 is paeaeble for W n  mnles, and that portion t h m k  
Lahoul 18 heing improved wi4h s l edea  funda p l d  a t  the district officer'e diepoael. Sup- 
plies are collected a t  every etage, and raaia are being built a t  &he most demlate U n g  
+tee in B ~ i h h  kritory, 

Thur  instead of the h h m e r e  route bmng 10 mihs ehortsr aa formerly, i t  ia naw five &J 

lon er, and instead of carnele going 15 marches on the Cashmere rvute, and d y  10 on h 
rmd, they will be A l e  to go 13 auohen  un the latter road, or &ill better, m t a  

can he hkeu  for 16 rnarehes to G u m .  
A t  present the rates of carriage hire are considerably lower by Cadmere  than by Kalu, 

a difference of' 7 rul~ccs or 14 S. ller horse load being in favour of the former road. 
This is owing chiefly to the exceptionally high r a tw  charged in  L h l ,  arcing out of 

bBc. physical cEiffieultiea whieh formerly ex&& but are now being removed. 
Ponnerly no laden mimals could crow the Rotang Pase, and merchmdize bad to be 

banslported on men's backa. When the k d e r  reached Lahoul, 11e found himaelf a t  the 
merey of the inhahitantcl, who &.cd their own terms for the hire of cattae, and often 
mbected the traders to great armuymee. To ouch a degree &l they carry their annoyance 
that  ever since the road has been made pasable for animala, they have tried to rsaert their 
right to the monopoly of carriage, and in many ways caused inconvenience to merchants. 

Arrangements have now been made for increasing the supply of camage m Lahoul, 
and traders have been informed that no monopoly of carriage is alIowable. Bu t  tho mh 
improvements hare  been made on thia road, t h e n  is still ranch left to be clone, if me n k i d  
see tracle floning throughout the line without any interruption. When the trade shall 
havc acquired sufficient importance, if i t  be conaidered not to have attained that point 
already, it may be hoped that a proper s t a r  of engineers may be appointed with suitable 
funds to render the small ~ i e c e  of road from the Rotan to the Lingti, a distance of 10 
marches, as feasible for traffic as the Hindoostan and  ife et road has been made. A t  the 
outride, the w11oAe cost could not exceed half a l a b  of rupeea 

From Lmgti, the boundary of Bribieh territory, to L&, the roar1 paesee over two easy 
sloping passes, 17,000 feet hi , and croeees a large level plain. The road io perfectly 
practicable for laden anha le ,  u t  would be of course impxoved if labour mere applied to 
it every pear. 

f? 
B u t  me map now consider the effect produced on the different routes by opening out the 

line between Yarkand and Leh by the Changchungmo valley, by which t l ~ e  Karakorum 
F a s e e  are avoided. 

Regardinu the advantages of this route over all others, we havc not only &e testinmq 
of n ~ o ~ l a m e $ ~ m i n ,  guide to Adolphe Schlagcnt\\cit, :IS also of hlr. dohneon, but this year 
the road ha3 been thoroughly examined and reported on by Dr. Ca) lcy, who has satisfied 
himself that as far as the head of the Iiarnkash ri \cr,  there is no obstacle whatever to the 
pubsaw of  camel^ and laden animals of all descriptions. From the Karakash to Yarkand, 
no dikculties cxist, and a t  a meeting of traders held in Leh in September lmt, the traders 
expressed nu unanimous desire to see this route brought into general use. The Yarkand 
Vakeel, who was a t  the time in Leh, on 11ij return to his own couutry, not only expres~ed 
his roncurrence, hut is now on h18 way to 1-arkand by that route. 

W h y  a road so free Sronl difficulties should have remained closed so long, and why 
merchants should have been compelled to take the tlistressin~ and ctifficnlt route of the 
Kaxakorurn has not been sn t i~ fac to r i l~  explained, but we may fiope that in future i t  will 
be abandoned. And in any case we have e~tahlished the i-act beyond all controversy that 
the statement reg?rding the Kuen Lun  range rising like awall  to separate Hindooetan 
horn Turkestali without an depression is quite a iichon. 

IVith the prospect then Lefore us, of seelug this route opl led  to eneral traffic, I have 

found than that which asses through Leh. 
f i  just travelled over Lulnkh to ascertain whether shorter roatee to indooetan cannot be 

Starting fronr Leh, t i e  road to the C l ~ m g c h u n p o  proceeds along the bed of the Indua 
in sout11-casterl~ direction for two nlarches to Chimray, and then striking wr th~vards  
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across the Changla Pass, 17,040 feet high, takes an  easterly direction along the Jankae 
valley to tho Pangong Lake, eix marches from Leh, where i t  enters soon afterwards to the 
Changchungmo valley. 

Now, a lance a t  the map will show that traders from Hindoostan coming by the 
'Unrkd  red on the ~undi- l<uf l l  routs* would read1 the Cl~a~igchung~nn mcl Lch mute a t  Maranlung, 
map. o posite to Cliimray. B u t  unless the object of the traders were to go to Leh for the R&e 

o f c l ~ n n g i n ~  carriage, or for other purposes, I have ascertained, by personal exnminntion, 
that ;i tnucE shorter and rcnlnrkably easy route can be h k c n  from the Pangong Lake to 
the Lingti (Lahoul). 

&ferked red on T l ~ i s  routet starts along the 0011th bank of the Pailgong Lakc for 12 or 1 4  ~niles, and 
b e  acmmpnnying then passes over bmnd undulating plaina to thc Indus, along which i t  runs for about 15 
mup. milca, till the villngc of Modh is reached, a t  the end of thc fourth march. A still shorter 'qmik to  me^- route to Afodh from Shusl~ul, over an easy pass, is indicated by Mohammed Amin, as rick - - 
s h d u l  - - 2 being passable for ponies.$ - - 3 From Modli the new route would cross the Induu, and reach the south of the Tsho Morari - - 4 Lake in three marche.. Thus far the road from Yarkr~nd is r r f e c t l y  pi-acticitblc for 

~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ u l d  camels ; grass, fuel, and water are to be found a t  every stage sout of tlie Chnngchungmo, 
and north of that line we have Dr. Cayley's authority that a t  only one or nt the most two 

=%:~&~at stages are grasa and fuel difficillt to be procured. 
kukchen. From the south of the Tslio Morari Lake the road would proceed westwards to the 

Pankpo Pass, not yet visited by me, but reported by the rnhabitants of Rupshu and by 
traders who have crossed i t  to be very easy, and with a little expenditure of money and 
labour i t  might be rendered completely passable for all aniu~als.(l 

Across the Pankpo, the rnad would be taken along the banks of the River Tsra or 
Cherap for one march till it joined tlie Ru lu  and Leh road a t  Lingti. This road fProm 
the Tsho Morari is even now used for traffic at  certain seasons of the year. 

By this route two high passes and five marches are saved between Lahoul, the extremity 
of British territory, and the Changchungmo, and as merchants desire, as evinced this year 
a t  Leh, to trade direct with Yarkand, this route will be found most advantaeeous and 

B 
cheap. 

This rate, i t  is 
oped, may be re- 

A t  present the cost of hiring a horse to carry goods from Amritsir to Yarkand is 72 
duced when the to 55 rupees.$ Now, when camels can travel as far as Pulchan, the foot of the Rotang 
C h a n ~ h u m g m o  on the south side, and as far as Riangdong, south of the Tsho Morari on the north side 
route 10 brought coming from Yarkand, there will be only 14 marches left for goods to he transported on 
into use. ponies or yaks, even if the interests of the traders are not sufficiently important to justify 

the completion of the whole road throughout for camel traffic. The  cost of freight may 
then be calculated as follows : . - 

Hire  of camel to Pulchan, 23 marches - - - - 
Hire  of pony and orters to Tsho Morari, 14 marches - 
Hire  of camel to d r k a n d  from Tsho Morari, 30 marches - 

i. e., 38 rupees for four maunds, instead of 72 rupees for three maunds, as a t  present. 

These rates, however, are conjectural ; the hire of a camel in the lains of Hindoostan 
c! is not more than eight rupees per mensem for a load of six maun s, whereas here the 

calculation is a t  the rate of 12 to 16 rupees per mensem for four maunds. 
I t  may be  a t  once objected that the idea of camels being found for hire a t  the 

Ts l~o  Morari or in ICulu is quite absurd, and looking a t  the present state of things, i t  
would be of course out of the question. B u t  all these proposals presuppose the eatabli~h- 
ment of commercial relations between Hindoostan and Central Asia on a proper footing, 
when i t  will be easy to  arrange that the caravans from both ends shall meet and exchange 
their carriage. 

At 

11 Sincc writing the above, I ha re  perused Captain, now Major General, Cunningham's report on the 
boundarieebetween Ladak and British territory, and find t l ~ a t  21 yenrs ago he advocatetl opening out this 
same route. I give the following extract from his report :-" As there was a \veil-trodden foot-path u p  
the leR Imnk of the Cberpa (or Tsrap), and as the Lul~oulees \v110 were wit11 us stoutly denied all know- 
ledge of it, i t  seemed certain that this must be ol;e of the principrrl routes used by thr  slnugglers ot ~ I I R I P ~  
wool between Itudok and Lnhoul. As we could obtnin noinformntion regnrding this route, wedetermined 
t o  despatch a trostn.ortl~y party up the Cherpa, who sl~ould ritjoin 11s a t  t l ~ r  Cl~o~nourire Lake, as we had 
little tlouht tha t  the route would end on the suutl~ern end of tlie Lr~ke. On their return, the party re- 
ported that they had found a bridge five n~i les  above the junction, and that the pn~ l~way  was perfectly 
practicable even for laden animals, wit11 t11r csccption of on extensive la1111~lip nenr the l~end of the Cllerpa 
river. Several trndvrs' or shephrrds' encnllllmnents were noticed on this route, where hot11 prass ~ n d  fuel 
were procurable in the neigl~bo~~rllood of the river. T l ~ e v  described the pass a t  the 11e1td of the river as 
being so e u y  that \vit11 ;r 11ttle labour it might be rendily made iuto a very good one. From thence, ofter 
a short drscent, the ruutr ran over stony allnvial flrlts nlong one of the fecdrrs of t l ~ e  Parn river, nnd over a 
low pass to the southcrn end of thp Chomourire Lakc, ns we hnd anti(:il~nted. A g l n ~ ~ c e  a t  the nlnp will slrow 
tllat this route leuds dirrclly fro111 the slin\\,l countries of Rudok nnd Gardok, uid Hanle nnJ the Pnra nnd 
Ilre Cllerpa rivers to thc Lalloul houndury r ~ t  Pl rn l~ng danda. Ware this route to be opened by the British 
Governruetlt, and a few Dl~urn~s f i r l~ s  or tl.nvellvra' houses l~u i l t  at  convenient distuncea,our traders iu slrawl 
\v001 from Noorpoor and Hampoor would be saved t l ~ c  llenvy duties wllich are now levied by the Blnha- 
rajah Golab Singlr." 
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A t  resent there is one oliection to this line, that supplies of grain arc not to be had. 
This, ~ojvevcr,  is an evil casily ca able of remedy. More grnin in grown in Ladakh and f S )iti than suffices for the wants o tlre inlmbitnrib, and tl~iR yew, owing ta the abolition 
"Ethe op )ressive restrictions Pnncr ly  placed on the export of ~ r n i n  frnm Laclakh, a large 
quantity bu been taken to Rudok, in Chinese Tnrtary. Now. Budok is nrurh farther 
than tlrc Pmgoug or Tsho Morari, and there can be 110 difficulty whatever in inducing the 
exl)orters to take their grain to citl~cr of these )laces, whcn once they arc naeureil of a 
g o d  market. A v c ~ y  common objrction whicli urires in men's niuds,  and oftell findu 
ex ression in depreciation o f the  idea tlint any trade can flourid1 acroes theee nlo~~ntainr,  
is ierivcd from the firct that aucl~ high p:uieea have to be crobtml, such cold encounterwl, 
and auch hardshipcl enduretl in marclring for marly days without coming in right ol' villqcs. 

B u t  we are not writing for English 1nerchant6, wlro arc uccuetorned tcl ~eli t l  their goode 
by rail, and travel themselves in comfortable carriage@. \.Ye have to deal with a nation 
accustomed to a11 tlre hardship and fatigue of' long caravan jourr~e~d.  An11 acl everything 
goes by comparison, let us sce what is the ~ t n t e  ot' t r d c  in other Ilurta ol Aaia. 

No one doubts the vitality O F  the traclc bctwccn Iloklinra tu~d Rusain, or I)etwecn 
Russia ancl China. Yet what is tlic description of the hnrddlrips undergone 1)y merchants 
on these routes ? 1 quote from Michell's " Travela in Ccutrnl Aain," pzge 489 :- 

a Overcomiilg in this milnlier the obstacles which the barbarous Ariaticn place iii the 
way of the development of Hunaian trade, the natural impediments by which nature h u  
cut Russia off from that rich oasis watered by tlie Syr  and Amu remairi to be conridered. 
The chief obstruction is presented by a v a t  extent ot'barrcn stelqles, travereed, however, 
by five principal routes, vie., first, from Khiva to Mangyshlak on the Cnapian ; clwnnd, 
from Khiva to the western ehore of the Sea of Aral, towards Orenburg; third, from 
Bokhara northwards to Orenbur ; fourth, from Tachkend along the eaatern border of the 
Kirghiz Steppe to Tmitak; fift!, to Petropnulov~k. Of these the first named is the 
shortest, not exceeding 1,000 versts, but it pnnpes through watcrless re ions infested by 
pillaging Turlcmen, and b for these and other reasons unfrquented. T%C second mute, 
which ib 1,300 vercts long, is open to much the same objections, and is therefore equally 
neglected. The tllirtl road, that in ordinary use, leads from Orenburg to Orak, 225 versts, 
from thence to For t  No. 1 on the Syr  Daria, 721 rersts, offering a safe traversable road 
for vehicles ; further on, again, to the Yani Daria liver, about 200 \ereta, and, lastly, 
trends southwards through a completely waterless steppe for 300 ~e re t s ,  from whcnce to 
B o k h e ~ a  there remains a distance of about 200 tersts, over sandy but lesa arid localitice. 
The whole distance from Orenburg to Bokhara is reckoned at  1,700 \ersts. From the 
fortrees of O r ~ k  to Bokhara there are 40 stages, nnd as many from Troitek to Tashkend. 
Alon this laat route good Mture for cattle is found. Still better, Iiowevcr, is the r o d  
from%shkend to ~ e t r o ~ a u f k s k ,  which is throughout the whole dirtancc  usable for wheel 
carri eel and though i t  extends across a barren step c, wellv nre to be found alon it. 

%e length of thin mad is 1,600 rersts. I t  i~ onf) lately that certain kinds of goods 
are transported from Ruesia into the steppe ae far even as the banks of the Syr  by means 
of oxen and carte. The ordinary mode of carrying goods is on cnmele, which animals are 
alone capable of eupporting the want of water, or of drinking water of bad quality, while 
they can also subsist on the prickly shrubs of the steppes. Goods are clespatched by 
caravans, and only a t  those seasons of the year \\hen suow hurricalies in winter, and the 
sultry heat and aridity of summer do not render the steppes impassable. O\r,~ng to these 
circumatancee, on17 two caravans pass between Bokhara and Orenburg during the year, 
and the number of cattle and men forming the caravan is in roportiou to the difficulties 
to be encountered on the journey. TIre number of beastr o!burden in the caravan is dno 
governed by the supply of water and pasture along the road. The route from ICl~iva to 
tlie Caspian has been abandoned on account of the scarcity of water and pasture. Cara\ana 
are from two to two and a half months performing the journey from Oreuburg to Uokhara, 
and vice vms6. The cost of transporting goods is from five to fifteen rouble*, or avernging 
10 roubles ; 11. 10s. per camel carryinm a load of 16 puds, or 576 pounds avoirdu )oia 
From Orenburg to Bokhara the price ir 60 copecks per pud, or 5 S. 8 d. per cwt. 1, 

The following descri tion of the extraordinary route by which tea is conveyed to 
Russia from Clana is tafen from Mr. Lumlcy's re ort :- 

'c A considerable proportion of the tea destined for the Kiaclitn overland market is sent 
direct from Hankow down the Tang-tse-Kiang to Shnnghae; some is also sent from 
Fwchow and Canton to Shanghae, but most of lt is collected in the province of Fukien, 
to thc north-cast of Cantnn, from whcnce i t  ie despatched by land or water to Chuh-Chau. 
Thence i t  is conveyed by coolies, in the ulauner described by Fortune, 0.. er the mountains 
to Kiu-Clrau. Here  the tea is loaded in small boats, taking about 200 chests each ; i t  is 
then conveyed 40 verats down a stream into tlie Chen-tang, where i t  is re-loaded into 
boats carrying 500 chests. Passiilg the town of Hangchau, the boats emerge into the 
Eastern Sea, and coasting along reach the River Kisiang, up nhich they proceed to the 
town of Shanghae. Here tlie tea is re-loaded iuto larger vessels, carrying as much as 
1,500 chests, besides other goods. These vessels, after leaving Shanghae, roceed along 
the coast to Tientsin, rvhicli place they reach, if the weather is  favouragle, in about 
15 da s. 
" $he tea is once more rc-loaded a t  Tientsin into small boats b L n  about 200 cheats, 

which follow the xindings of the etream Barboe, and reach Tienshai, a tou t  22 versta from 
Pekin, in the space of 10 days. From this point the ten is traupported by land on calnels 

in b~illock carts to the frontier fortress Cliangkeakau or Knlgan a t  the great wall, a 
384. E 3 distnng e 
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The distance from the tea-growing districts to ICinchta is reckoned at  500 versts, 
making a total of 10,936 versts=7,921 miles, which the caravan tea h a  to traveree 
before it remhea the Moecow market. 

W e  are told by Mr. Lumley, on the authority of General Kryvanomski, that, in con- 
eequence of the Tungani insurrection in Chineae (Eastern) Turkestan, and the trade 
between China and R.dgar being stopped, Central Aaia Lad to go without tea. Some 
of the enterprising Tashkend mcrchntq however, ordered large supplies from the fair a t  
Irbit, a distance of 3,000 versts. 

Now, from the foregoing extracta it will be seen that cnravans are from two to two md 
8 half months' journey between Bokhara aud Orenbnru and cross three largc deserts. 
Between Yarliand and Palempore, where the fair may e)e taken to correspond with that 
a t  Orenburg, the journey by the route just indicated will take 55 days, and as caravans 
would only pass during the summer nlonths, when all t.hc snom \vould have disappsred 
from the paseea traversed, no inconvenience from cold would be felt, and for tlw rest, 
there is more water, fodder, and fuel to be found ou t h i ~  route than is to be had on the 
Bokhara and Orenburg line. I t  has been said that the road over the Himala as is only 
traversable tb. a short tilnc sech yoar, bub r ala, re find it to be the c m  on t%e Eumsiau 
line, and there is m reawn why we should deruand irnpot~sibilities for our route, or abandon 
it  becanee we cannot effect what is contrary to custom. 

The cme aa regards tea is still more remarkable, From Iinngrn to Yarhnd  is only S 

journey of two montb, just about aa long as the tca takes to reach Slmngliac from the 
Cliiner;~ 1,l:tntations; from Yarkaud to 'I'aslkend the journey takcs 20 days, and yot, 
owing to our want of proper intercommunication with Ruliqia, the illerchanta of Tashkond 
had to get their tea a ~ i i  Irbit, a c1ist:mc.e of 5,000 inileq w l l e r c ~  ttley ruight liare gut i t  
direct from Knngra or I-Iindoostan, a distance of less tliau 1,000 ~riiles. 

A w o d  too may be said on the subject of the great barrier which a mountnin, 17,000 
feet high, is eupposed to offer to trade. Sucll a remark can only he m d e  by s person 
wllolly unxquainted the Himalayas. A11 who have travelled in these regions know 
that, with the exception of the lioktng, the lowest pnss of nu, the other p s e s  are 
apl,rowhed by long cauy incli~~es over the Rotang ; e mule r o d  haa been made. a11d may 
be a till fhrther i ~ n ~ r o v e d  as tlie increase of trafkic allall deir~anil it. 

There is no intention, in putting forward this pal>er, ot' eiidearouring to create a 
prepc,jsession in favour of this Himalayan route over the more popular and eayy route, 
,,i$ ,~jf"~l;mist;m. But there this one preacut advantage iu f:iuour of this mourltain 
line, tllnt ,,,, llostile have to bc crosscd. Azi soon :IS C:~yhmere territory i~ left, 
thc rnravans reach Yarkantl, the ruler of which country would entcr info close 
rehtious of frieudsl ip witll ; oniy a few days ago a letter from a ten pianter 
appeared in one of' the Irulian newspapers, lamenting that, dt l~ough such excellent prices 
were to be hgd for these teas if they could only reach the 8uasiiln frontier, this mm 

impossible 

distance of about 252 vemts, and thence acrose the steppe m deeert of Gobi, 1382, to 
Kiicbtk. 

trsnsport of tea from Ftikien to Kiachts occupies two or three months, -r&g 
to circumstances." 

F r o n ~  Kinohta tlio winter ioute id  by Selenginak end Verkne Udinslr, and acmw us 
Baikal ovcr the ice to Irkutek, a journey of from aeven to eight days. 

Thie winter route is generally available froin the middle of January to the middle of 
Lalce Baikal is :l>() miles long and 40 miles broad; there is occasimUy p e a t  

i&%ty i11 rroesinp it, in conmeqnence of its aurface being free horn inor ,  as i t  ia 
completely frozen till the snow-fall llaa cemed. 

A t  Irkutsk, the ca ,itnl of ICastcrn Siberia, . p t  of the tea ie retained for sale in thpt 
orince, and of the january arrivals a portion 1s fo r rudcd  to the fair a t  irbit. At &is 

E r  purchasrs are made tbr mestern Siberia, and for the Gorernmentr of Perm, Kpap 
Archangel, Orenburg, Vintkn, and Vologcla. Thc tea defipatched in February to Tomak 

encrally remains there duiing the spring, a t  which time the roads are im aeseble, md in 
L e  month of May it  is sent fiom Tomak to Tiurnen, partly by land but eiiefly b water, 
that is to say, by the River Ton1 into the Ob, from the Ob into the Irkutak, and thence 
into the Tara, by which atream it reaches Tiumen about the latter end of June. Fmm 
Tiumen the tea is conveycd bp land to Perm, a journey of about 12 daye; here it is 
loaded into craft on the Kamr, down which river it  ie carried into the Yolga at  Kazan, 
and thence up the Volga to Nijni Novgorod, which place it reaches about the end of July. 
Nijni Novgorod is now connected with Moscow by railway, ajourney for pnaeengern of 14 
hours. The tranait froin ICiachta to Nijni Norgorod often occupies six months, owing to the 
dela e occasioned by the ice on the rivers, but i t  is sometimes performed ill half'the time. 

T'te distances by this route are aa follows : 

F m  Kiachta to Irkutsk - - - - - - 
,, Irkutsk to T o d  - - - - - - 
,, Tomsk to Tiumen - - - - - - 

Tiumen to ICazan - - - - - - 
,, klazm to filoscow - - - - - - 

TOTAL - - - 

Versts. 
557 

1,554 
1,768 
1,236 

821 -- 
5,936=4,4S2 miles. 
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weaible oib A f f g h a n k b ,  07 B the prumt un~ettled s h t a  of &in and the utter 
Aeence of all protection of Bntu interests. Had the lndian tea planter known of this 
route now pointed out, he might have sent off hh teas, and realised the high profits which 
he enys await his p p .  

Briefly to summarise the improvements which llave taken lace since Mr. Davies' 
Report of 1863 was published. Tllcn tile cllirf olatacles to t r a j e  were the heavy duties 
levied by the Maharajah of Cashmere at  Leh and on the frontier of the Punjab, the difficult 
route over the I<arakorum, and the insecurit of the road between Lch out1 Yarkand ; 
also the rugged and uninvitin character of t i e  road l~e t~veen  the Punjab and Leh, uib 
Mundi and Bulu. Still, wi% all these ilificulties and restriction., M remarked by 
Captain Montgomerie, from time in~mcmorial therc has alwaya been a trade l)etneen 
Hindoostan and Kastern Turkestan, and the wonder ie not that the trade should have 
diminished, but that i t  hhould fitill survive. 

Since then we have seen the following improvements effected. The oustoms duties of 
the Cashmere Government have been reduced to an uniform rate of 5 p r  cent. nd ~alorem, 
and all obnoxious ceesee and cxactions have been abolished. The Maharajah has o m d  
a t  (ha route through his tenitory, and by establishing fairs a t  Jamoa and ~ e \  h a  
given p e a t  inducernenta to haders to frequent the Ladakh market 

It has been satisfactorily shown that an easy, safe, and e s  d i t ious  route Gee from 
obstacles exist., and can be used a t  once, between Yarkand and eadakh, a d  if a compara- 
tively trifling expense be incurred, this road can be coutinued over the Pankpo P- to 
Bribsh territory, and thue the pasage of caravans between Hindoostan and T u r k e s m  
will be accom libhed with a t  least ns much ease as can be performed by caravans between 
Bolcbara and br;nburg. 

Further, we have in our favour the openly announced desire of the ruler and people of 
Yarkand to trade wit11 us, and their very urgent demand for tea, of n h i c l ~  the n e w t  
point of aupplp is reached much more quickly by the Mundi-Kulu route than by m y  
other. Seeing that the liangra tea plantations arc only 55 days distant from Yarkand, 
where four rupees (eight shilliigs) per pound are r e d l y  given for inferior kinds of tea, 
whereaaCalcutta, is the next nearest. point for China teas to be procured for the Turkeatan 
market, i t  may be liol~ed that the Kangm planters mill not be slow to avail themselves of 
t he  advantages now offered them. 

!No mention has been made by Mr. Unvies or C a  tain Montgomerie of the route to 
Y w h n a  and ICarhgar, from Peaharur  viz ~ h i t r a f ,  which some writers m p p a  ce must 
m ersedc aU other lines. As this route passes through countries infested with fanatical 
t n i e s  always hostile ts ,  and a t  present in antagonism with. the British power, it may he 
time enough for us to discuss the comparative merits of the different routes when they 
arc $1 equally open. But,  in addition to the testimony of Mohamed Amin, who describes 
the Chitral route as thc easiest of all, except the Changchungmo, I may mention a fact 
within my own co,pisance. For several days on my journey to Lch I was accompanied 
b two merchants, natives of Uoneir, who told me that they had formerly traded by the 
&itrd mute, but last pear, hearing in Yarkand of the facilities offered t o  traders h7 the 
Ladakh route, they came that way. T h e  are now retulning by it, and said the superiority 
of this line waa so great that they shaulcf d r a y s  adopt it henceforth. 

21 September 1868. T. Douglas k'orsytlr. 

REPORT on the ROUTE to the KABAKASH RIVER viz  the CIIANGC~UNGXO VALLEY 
and Pass .  

I HAVE the honour to submit the following report ou tlie rout? to the Report on mute from Ladakh to Eastcl 
Karakash river, va4 the ,Chanchungmo Valley and Pass. Torkestan, eft2 Chmgchungmo, to 0 

Ilsrakesh river. 

l .  My object $ ,travelling over tbir m d  was to ascertain if it is superior or otherwise, Object p r o p  to 
for general purposes of traffic and communication, to tile route by Nubra and the Karako~um be obtaine by ex- 
Pass. I had offen heard the Changchuogrno route described as practicable and easy, but ploring the mute- 
.at the same time there were conflicting accounts rezarding it : son~et in~es  it was said to be 
unsuitable owing 10 &st.~lce of water and grass, and other objections were made against it. 
I n  former years there was undoubtedly a frequented road in that direction, a~ well as one 
further enkt through Chanthang to Khotsn; but for luarrv years the Cllangchuugnlo route 
has been almost disused, and Chanthang is entirely closed by the jealous ex~lus~veness  of 
the L'hassa Government. The former of these roads was taken by A. Schlagentweit in 
1857, and again by Mr. Johnson in his jouruey to Kl~otun thrte years a g o ;  but tbe road 
whicll I followed differs sonlewhat from that taken on either of tlle above occasions, and is 
shorter and better supplied with both grass and water. 
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B-ns nccompenied 2. I was accompanied on the journey by Kazi Kutab Din, the vakeel of the M(ihar;lJall of 
h!. Ll l e  Caslrnrere cashmere, sud I was very glad that he should aez and judge of tlie cl~aracter of the route, 
Y n ~ e e I ,  who will to his be and be able to describe it to his own Governmrnt. I cannot help acknowledging tile zeal 

o\,n (;overn,nent ant1 energy w11.h wl~icli Ile entered upon the undertaking In spite of'the most dlscolrraging 
on the route. re rts, and the clieerhl~iess with w111c:h lit, bore the latigues aud d~scomtorts or t l ~ c  JllumeyW TE Wnzir of LadSkli, Ali Akbar Shah, gave every assistance in o h  preparst~ons for the 

iourney. 

Gives the clt eq 3. I n  the following ilinerary 1 have not given the exact marchee IVR made either on going 
tlledistnnces* or returning, us on the outward iourney we were. owing to the ignorance of the guide, more 
~ ~ ~ g ~ ~ l n ~ ~ ~  than once led astray from the proper route ; and on the return, from a similar cause, we 
fie fa- I \ C I L *  iorced to take double ~narclles ns far as  Channcl~ungnio, as at  the Karakasll r iver  I 
t- ofthecountry. discovered tllat our sullplies of' food hacl rut1 short. When we lert our heavy baggage in 
Explains why he Changchungnio vnlley, I ordered ~ l l e  servants ant1 coolies to carry on with them p;.ovisions 

:i~~$!'!: for l 4  daya; but the guide, an old " shikaree l' of great repute In these regions, .nured 
l i e .  them that by the route he knew we should be back much nlore quickly, and they, without 

my bnt~wledge,only took on enough for 10 davh. On thia account we had to hllrry back 
a t  all speed, and met our freali supplies only after the last nlorsel of food in camp had been 
consumed. I hare, however, de~cribed the exact line uf road taken on the return march, 
but divided the stages into c o ~ ~ v e ~ ~ i e n t  distances, where a t  the sanie time water, gl-ass, &c. 
are procurable at  the halting grounds. 

4. Stage l s t ,  Leh to Tiksey, 12 miles.-An ensy levcl road, first down the Lth valley,. 
then up the right bank of the Indus to the large villt~ge of 'l'ikse. 

2nd. l ' ihsy to Chimray, 16 miles.-Direction south-east, up the Indus, and then north-east 
up  the Chi~nray valley. Road good and nearly level. A t  Chiniray is a large village; just 
opposite the entrance of the Chinray valley there is a mood bridge on tlie Indus at  Marealung, 
the second stage out of L6h on t l ~ e  main road frg~m & l )  to Lahoul and Kulu. 

3rd. Chimray to Zingrril, 10 or 11 miles.-North-east up the Chimray valley lhrough the 
villages of Sakt6 and Chigar. The road is good but ascends considerably. There is no. 

ernianent village a t  Zingrdl (Zhing-rul means h e  " field decayed or ruined.") There ie- 
Rere an  old artificial lake and traces of former habilation and cultivation, but only 
huts and tents occupied during sunlmer by shepherds. Grass and fuel are plentil'ul. 
From this place there are two passes over the range of mountains bounding tlie Indus 
valley on the n o r ~ h  (the KailLs or Gangri range) ; one, the ChanglB, goes over to Durqul 
(Changl6,eastei.n pass) ; the other, the KaylB (neck pass), leads direct to Tankse, and gives 
half a day's march. I returned by this pass: it is ulucl~ li~glier t l la~i tlie other, beinu 
18,400 feet, and though shorter, the ascent ancl dcscent are steep and stony, and it wou13~ 
probably never become much used; i t  is now, however, often taken by the trnders to and 
from Rutlok to save Lime. I ivould here observe that in the new Trigonometrical Survey 
Map of LadBkh these twc~ I,;isses, the Kayla and Changls, are made to lead over from the 
head of the UgG. valley further to tht. east, and not from the Chilnray valley, as is really the 
case; this is an error very likely to mislead travellers. The pass at the head of the Ugir 
valley, the UgulQ, is merely an almost unused foot-track, and leads over into another valley 
far to the east. 

4th. Zingrul to Durgu.-About 18 miles over the Chang-I&, direction nor~h-east. 
The road, which is much fre uented, leads by n very gradual ascent of about four miles 

to  the crest of the pass, which1 e s l ~ n ~ q t r  a t  about i,,"oo feet high. The descent is easy 
and gradual, down a valley which is at  first a little stony, but so011 becomes wide, smooth, 
and grassy. After about 12 miles, the road turns east over a sandy alluvial spur to the 
village of Durgu. The pass is excessively easy, and the road does not offer a single 
difficulty. 

5th. Durgu, through Tanhsf to Muglib, 15 miles.-First south-east to Tanlsi, seven 
miles, where there is a villnee and Govern~nent tlep6t a t  which stores of all kinds, as flour, 
barley, ghee, sheep, &c.,can be l~rocured ; then north-east fbr eight miles to Muglib, where 
there is a snlall village, and wide grassy canipir~g grounds. 'I'he road is good, and nearly 
level, running along the stream, :lnd generally over smooth lawn-l~ke turf: 

6th. XkIuglib to Luhltng, 14  miles.-First 12  n~iles south-east, along a narrow and alnlost 
level sandy ravin~,  to near the head of the Pangong lake ; the road then turns north over a 
plain of deep sand fbr two ~ ~ ~ i l e s  to the small harillet of Lukfing (Lukhzing-the " fbuntain 
od's hollow," or "lountain valley "). The ravinr above M t ~ q l ~ b  evidently once drained the 

%angong lake. I t  widens out in several parts of its course, ancl contains three or lour small 
fresh-water lakes, which are fringed with grass. Along the sandy bed of the ravine, the 
Mysicaria elcgans and a yellow honeysuckle grow in great luxuriance, and a beautiful 
yellow-flowered Clematis is seen hanging in festoons from the rocks on either hand. 

Frorn LrikunF a direct road runs south-east along the Pangong lake through Shushul 
to  the Iudus, and  hen direct either by Rupshu to Lahoul, or by the Pnrang-la to Spiti. F o r  
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nor traders paesing between our provinces and Yarkand this route mould save five or s i r  
marches over the one round by Lkh, and is ever~whtre  easy.' 

7th. Lukurrg, through Chugra to LCnha, 13 miles.-The road first runs seven n~ilcs 
north-east over some gravelly ridges, and up a grass! vallcy to Chugra, where there IS a 
larger camping and grazing ground or the Pango~lg shcpl~erds and I~erdsrr~en, slid which ia 
the last permanent residence ill this clirection; and then east up :I gravelly valley for six 
miles, to a grassy camping gronnd called 1.1111gka (Lung-kha, "valley snow ") a1 the foot 
of the Mrrrsimik pass. The road ia gootl, and the ascent very easy; wood, grass, and water 
are plentiful. The word Chugru or C/iagu means " wasl~ing place," and there is ;I slightly 
warm spring containi~rg soda, wllicl~ is much resorted tu for the pulpose of \\.;~sh~n,v new 
" pattbsJ'-woollen cloih. Srnall trout abuuntl in the stream. About two miles 11ort11- 
east O F  Lukung, there is a grassy vailey, wl~ich is every year occupied by traders f i o ~ n  
Chanthhn:, who come in the sumnrer with hundreds of sheep laden will1 wool, salt, &C., 
which they barter with the Ladakhis and others for grain, flour, cotton goods, and other 
articles. These men are called Chik-pa (Chagpa-"cut-throats"), and come rronl 
Maching, a district about one ~nonth'a journey to the ea-tward ; they were f o r ~ ~ ~ e r l y  a race 
of Tartar rohberr, but have been forced by the L'l~assa governn~ent into Ibllowi~~g the 
more I~arnmless occupation 01' trade. 

8th. Lulrgha, over the  Marsimik Pass to Gunli, about 18 wilts.-First nearly east for 
about five miles to the to of the pas*, which is nearly 19,000 leet high, but i ~ s  ascent is 
very easy and gradual. WOIII 111c crest of the pass the road .lesccnds to the north down 
a narrow v;~lley for about 13 ulilcs to GuulB, passing through two campine grounds called 
Rimdi (Riiigdi, the " long valley "), and Pang-long (the " grassy valley "). The dcscent 
is very gradual, and quite easy ior laden I~orses, ancl a very little lat)o~lr employed 111 clear- 
ing away stones, &C., over two or three miles of the rougl~est pal t aould make tile road 
quite good. Fuel and grass are found alnlost everywhe~e. Gun16 ('l  winter inclosure ") is, 
as 11s llanic implies, a winter residence reso~ted to by the Pangong sl~epherda. 

9th. GZLIIL to G'ogru, ubout 20 miles.-The road first runs north down the Gun16 stream 
for seven miles to uear Pamchalan on the Cl~angchungn~o liver, then turns over a low 
sandy spur, and runs east up the left bank of the Changchungmo liver for about seven 
nliles ; it then crosses the stream by a ford, an11 continues north-east over a low mountain 
ridge, lying in the beud of the river, to Gogra (the " garlic ground "), where there is n 
wide lercl grassy campin grou~rtl covered with bushes of 11.1yric1r~iu. Gogra is situated ill 
the upper valley of the h a n g c h u n ~ r n o ,  a few miles above the acute lend that the river 
takes in the middle part of its course. At Pan~clralan, or Panilan, as it is also called, there 
is quite a jungle of Myricaria elegans, and abundance of pasture, and both this placr and 
Gogra are winter pasture grounds of the shepherds. The road is everywhere easy and 
nearly level, but is rather heavy in places from deep sand and pebbly gravel. 

The river a t  the crossing is about 100 yards aide, and is divided into three or four 
channels ; it haa a rapid stream, and when a t  i ~ s  highest is about four feet deep. It runs 
over a level, shingly, and not rocky bottom, which very N U C ~  lessens the difficulty of 
crossing. The water varies greatly in depth, not only a t  diAPrent seasolrs, but also at  
different tiu~es of the day. I t  is always lowest in the morning, I~egins to rise about noon, 
reaches its I~eight si~ortly after nightfall, and sinks agairr by u ~ o r ~ ~ i n g .  The daily rise in 
clear weather is from 12 to 18  inches, and is owinq to t i ~ e  melting of the snow of the 
previous day on the mountain near the head of the river. The river 1s fullest a t  the end of 
May, and again from the middle of July to the middle of Aug~lst. 1 crossed it twice on 
foot, the second lime on July 25th ; there was then about three feet of water in the deepest 
part. I t  presented no difticulty of any kind, and would never be any obstacle to  trafic 
like the Sllyok river on the o t l~er  route, as it is, I believe, always easily fbrdable ill the fore- 
noon. Two English travellers who crossed it about a fortnight later than I did, desc~ibed 
i t  as being n little deeper, but their baggage was carried over on yaks without dan~ece. 

There is another route, which continues eastward up the lefi bank of the C l~angchu~~gmo 
river to its bend a t  Iiykrn, and which was taken by Mr. Johnson In his journey to IChotan. 
I t  is considerably longer than the one I followetl, a l ~ d  as the river has to be crossrd twice 
within two miles, it is no saving in that respect. 

10th. From Gogra the road crosses the northern bend of the Changchnngrno river, and 
runs north-ea*t up the Changlung valley for about 16 miles to near the foot of the pass 
over the range of mountains bounding the Changchungmo valley to the north. 

The 

ie staees on these routes are as follows :- 
:: $ ~ m ~ ~ ~ ~ s f , ~ ~ ,  Man'}~aay level mad along uuth shore of the Pangong lake. 

4. Shushal over a low ass to the Indus at Chumathang. There are also fords and ferries 
over the Indus at K;a and Nima, s few miles higher up. 

6. Chumathang to Puga. 
From Puga there are two routes, one leading by the Tsho Norari lake and Parangla (pass) 
reaches Syiti in six marches. The p m  is steep and hie11 but this route is now often fal- 
lowed by the tradera of Spiti and Aisnher coming to LB~:   he other reaches Rnpshu in two 
marches from Puga, and there joins the mein road from I<ulu and Lahoul to Ladakh at a 
point eeven marches distaat from Kenlung in Lahoul. 

F 
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The C h n n ~ h u o g m o  river from i ts  source first runs east b y  south to a p i n t  a few 
below Giopra and oppoai~e Kyam ; it  then turns due vest, \rliicl~ course it. rrtains to its 
junction with the Shyok, so that  the road crosses i t  twice. I found thirj lbrtl Il-ss deep than 
t l ~ c  first, ant1 easier to cross. T l ~ e  water begins to rise about two hours e;lrliel. tharl a t  the 
first, antl at t ;~ins its hc ig l~ t  about bullset. The pat11 r ~ p  thc C11a11glun~ (" Easterll Valley ") 
was ge~~eru l ly  very easy over g~ave l ly  alluvial slopes,and the ascent very gradual. In a few 

1;lcc.s the  rn:~d rcquires a l~ t l l c  ~ i ~ i ~ k i ~ l g  1.0 avoid frequently crossing the stream, which, 
o c e r  S I d .  Seven miles above G(,-ra the Chrnglullg valley ~ i d r ~ ~ ~  o u t  lntl,  a 
flat basin, It111 of hot spri11g6 a11d fountninfi, i111d six miles above this it divides illto 
rnvi~;es;  one, will1 the larger s trr i ln~ coming down from the right or n o r t l ~ - ~ ~ ~ t ,  lrade over 
n high (over i9,l)oO feet) ant1 rather rough but ~lerlectly easy \,ass to Nlschu, ~ ~ o r t l ~  he 
rauge: \be follo~..ecl illis 1.0i11l un t l ~ c  outward j o u r ~ ~ e y .  'rhe tbther rosine frolll the lek or 
north-lly-west leads over a ~hu( .h  eiisit.~ pass, a t  l rast  1,000 feet lo\ver than t l ~ e  o t h e ~ ,  and 
wit11 thc most gradual easy ascent and descent. Tl11s s e c o ~ ~ d  !,ass we di-covertd OII goillg, 
and on  our return came over it and Fo~~nd the road 1nuc11 the shorter of the two a s  as 
brt t rr .  At the junction of the two ravines is a lofty pyranlidal mnuntn~n,  s c i ~ r p ~ ~ l  at  tile 
base, where it displnys regular strata ol' s.intlsto~ie a11d slate rocks, dipping f io~ll  eacll side 
towa1.d~ 111e centbe, and mcrting at   early a ri:l~t angle. This makes a most u n l l r i s ~ a ~ a b ~ e  
lantl-mall;. I 11:ld cairns of s1t)nc.s erected here antl a t  Illany other places to r ~ ~ a r k  tllr. road, 
and in tl~ifi rainles; clinlate they will last for yc ars. 

A t  the camping ground, s n d  a l n ~ n s t  everywhere 111,  he valley to withi11 five or six 
miles oT t l ~ e  pass, fuel and grass Here plentiful. 

11 th. f imn  lhe head of tlrc Cl~anglung c a l l ~ y  over tlre pass t o  Nischu, about 1.5 miles.- 
T h e  road a t  firet ascends gradualiy for a b t ~ u t  nine miles I I I  a northerly d ~ r e c t i o ~ ~  to tile cop 
of t l ~ e  P ; I S ~ ,  then turns nearly east and dvscends gently along t l ~ e  banks of a s~rlall slream 
for about  six miles to i ts  junction with allother stream rrom the south-east. Tllc latter 
leads CIOWII honl the high p i~ss  crllgsed by Mr. Jo l r~~son ,  and  he valley a t  the junction of 
the  two 5treanls is called in his route m;) s N i s c h ~ ~  (" 'l'he two Waters "). This, as \yell as  
nearly 111 the nilnles of places beyond ~ R a n ~ c h u n ~ m o ,  are arbitrary, and quice u n k ~ ~ o w n  to 
the peclplc, even to those who have travelled through the conntry. 'l'he Tibetans have the 
most fertile imaginations f o r  inventin:,. names, ancl with the exception or  a Sew well known 
places thev r ive new names on every fresh occaeion that offers. 

The  route I have jus t  described eeems to be by far tlle shortest ancl easiest of those over 
this range of mountains, a ~ ~ d  the pass much Iow(-I. than any 01' the others. 'I'herr is n pass 
still fnrther west, wlrich was crossed by A. Schlegintweit, of whose journey I saw frequent 
traces, but  it is  much higher antl more diffic~tlt. I t  is called Bao-fa ("Cave Pass"), from 
sonle caves in the  ravine on the south ~ i d e .  This range oi' mountains is the eastern con- 
t i ~ ~ u a t i o ~ ~  of the Karakorum range. I n  the N i ~ c h u  v a l l e ~ ,  for many miles down, there is 
neither g rc , ss  nor luel, and, though water is plentiful, there is scarcely a trace of ve;etation 
of any  kind. 

From this poin! the baggage yaks, and other a n i ~ ~ ~ a l s ,  we1.e sent back to the other fiide of 
t h e  pass, a s  t l~ere  was known to be u s c ~ r c i ~ y  of pasture on R-head; one pony o111y was 
taken on Ily the V n k ~ l ,  and the baggage wna carried by coolies. 

1 have thus  Iar given  he route i n  short steges, which can be chilnged at  pleasure, as  
cmmping-gror~nds exist almost ever~wlrere, well s ~ ~ p p l i e d  with grass and fuel, a ~ ~ d  the 
~n;~rcl les  can be lengthened or  shortened to sllit t l ~ e  coovc.nience of the traveller. 

12111. Nischu to n c a m ~ ~ i n  ground o,r the p la i~ t  nortlr of ttte Cllangchu~agnro rnJlge of 
mou~ttuins. aborrt 22 miles.-$ht road first runs north d o w ~ ~  the vi~ll ty lor nine miles,  hen 
turns nortll-by-west across a series tlf bro;ld, flat, gravelly ridges Tor five more to the edge 
of a wide level plain, in which 111e outermost ridge e ~ l d s  abruptly in a descent of 200 
or 300 feet. This plain ((.alled ZII:III~-ri-t!l:~ng-" Rlounta i~~ Plain ") stretches far 
away to thc north, in whic!~  c!irection it is b o u ~ ~ d e d ,  nt a distancc of about 20 n~iles, by a 
range c;f rocky mountains almost bare of  snow. J u s t  before rea(.hing  he plain, the dry 
clay becl of arr old lake is crossed. D r p c e n d i ~ ~ g  on to the plain, the  roatl runs nearly due 
nortll, nlaking for a castle-lilie rocky enlinenoe in the centre of the opposite rangc7, and 
after about tight miles meets with a chain of srnall fresh water 11oois ant1 rills lying in a 
long  hallow hollow or ravine, which forms an e x c c l l e ~ ~ t  camping grou~ltl.  The raville has 
a direction f r o ~ r ~  west to east, and comes from the snowy ranges to the south and west. In  
some seasolrs there is here n stream of wafer, which flows north-east into T s o - t l l s ~ l ~  lake, 
15 miles distant. If there is no water to be found here on the sorface, it can, I believe, 

be got by  digging down a Sew incl~es, as  the ground here never drips up. Fuel is 
abundant  OII the surface of the but  there is no grass ; horses, however, eat the tufts 
of EzLrotia, which grow almost everywhere, and constitute the o111y food of thc antelol~e in 
these regions. 

131h. From last encampment, nearly due north, across the plain to its northern edge, and 
thrc dmtr a ravine to a camping ground near the centre of  the ~ ~ o s i t e  range of mountclins ; 
total distance about 23 miles.-'l'he road ,first lies nearly due north across the  plain, over 
sand and gravel, (or about 12 miles, then crosses a wide flat-topl)ed gravelly ridge some 300 
or 400 feet high, and five miles across. This is the actual watershed of the range, and all 
the valleys to the  north run down by more or less tortuous course through a belt of rocky 
mountains to  a second la rge , l~ la in  lying l 5  miles to  the  north-east. From the  top of the 
ridge jllst mentioned, a n y  one of these ravines may be  followed, and all contain Eater  and 

grass 
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grass ill some pnrt of their course. This range of rocky  nount tit ins runs in a g e ~ ~ e r a l  cliree 
tion 11clrt11-west to south-east, and about I ~ S  ccntre rise two remarkable loliy craggy 
emilleoces, visiblc from a great distmce as they tower ubove all the others near thc ,~~, ,  and 
betweell the two, over ;I low pass, lies the shortest route, as fur a s  I could judgr, t l ~ o u ~ l ~  by 
following the ravine, either to the right or h f t  of them, no pnss has to h crr~ssed, These 
two en~inences are from on*. tu two miles apart, the more easterly has sornewh;~t the form 
of a vast do111e \r,itli a rugged broke11 surface, the other to thv left lo~,ka like a square tower 
with pnlall ce~it,ral peak or spire ~i.;ing out of a ~ l o p i l ~ g  conical I~:lsr, t-onspicuclu.; fin 111e 
red and purple r ~ ~ c k s  on its surface. In~mediotely after leaving tlie Nicchu vi~lley, t l~esc 
two peaks filrm most conspicuous features in the lanrlscape. 

Aner crossing the ~ i d g e  betweell the rtv~,, and turning over a Ion sandy spur to tile ri;ht, 
[lie road turns nortli down a gorge through loAy clitfs ~f white qunrlz, risit~g iu broken 
peaks to a I~eight of 1,000 fret and upaardb, and rnters a verdant valley with the ninul~tain 
slopes green with grase, and a stream of clear water runnirrg down the ctnlre, ~lirougli turfy 
banks carpeted will\ flowers. Thie march lrlay br div~drtl by crossing the larze In l :~ i~~ in a 
directio~l north-by-east to a largr lake, ci~lled ' rso-tha~~g (" Lake of the Pla~n"), and vncamp- 
ing on irs margin, the wilter of tlie lake is son~ewhat brackish, Ijut qnirc potal,le; fuel is 
found near it, but no grass. On oul* way out we encnn~ped on  he north side of t l~ is  lake, 
but r e t ~ ~ r n i ~ ~ g ,  we left it six or sevcn miles to the east, and thus saved a ~~ ia rch .  

14lh. From the last camp among the mountains, 12 miles nmth-tcest, to n pkuce called 
Z%aldut.-The direction is Hrst north-mat tbver a low pass, then north down a nide sandy 
valley, and lastly west, over a wide. low, pravelly >pur, to the foot of a lofty pinnacle-like 
crag, which terlninates one of the spurs of ]he central range of 111ountains and overhangs a 
second wide plain. This plain, like the first, extends far away to the north and east, and 
contains severai salt Iakes, and the sl~rlice is over a l a ~ g e  extent roveretl wit11 white saline 
efflortsce~~ce, in solue 1,laces a fool and more in depth; on the east side of this rock is a 
verdant grassy hollow, through which a small stream of' clean sweet w.~ter runs north 
towards the nearest ~ a l t  lake, thout.h, like all other btrearns in thia region, il sinks into the 
sandy soil before ~t reaches the open plail~. Fuel is plentiful all round. Two ~uilen beyond 
this, and on the west side of the same crag, there ia a second path of verdure, surrounding 
a n u l ~ ~ l ~ e r  of springs and snrall ponds of intensely salt bitter water; one ~ , f  then1 is, how- 
eker, only brackisl~, and quite fit for drinking. Both these places were called Thaldat by 
the guide, and the name seemed well known to rnally of thc coolics; it means, " Ice, or 
Snon Ground," and is so callell fioni a lake of snow about a mile to the north, out in the 
open plain. I t  is called M,rpotlrang in tlie new survey map, but as this word has an objec- 
tionable mealling iu the Tibetitn language, the name l'haldat, given by the cool~es, and 
which seemetl well known, is tLr pretcrable. 

From t h ~ s  place two roatls m;ly be taken ; one leads north-east,  cross the salt plain, to 
the foot of the mountain on its no~tll  side, and then over the Katai nitvan (puss), all<! 
through a valley among the niounttains 10 the Karakash. This rollte, which is describer1 I>\ .  
Mr. Jollnson in his published report, gives a distance OF nearly 50 miles without ties11 w.h.,.r, 
and almos~ wiihout p a s s ;  :ind t l ~ c  other route, wl~ich I followed, leads north-west along the 
foot of the u~ou~~ta i i i s  tc~  a [lass at the west corner of the salt I)luin, and then tlaverses a 
third Irvel plain to the vtllley at tlie head of the Karakash. I t  is shorter than the other, 
and g~.ass, hel ,  and water ale plentiful about midway. 

15. From l'haldat, 12 miles north-west along the side of the salt plain, then siz miles 
over a low pass to a valley called by tlce coolies Patsa1ung.-The road a t  fir-t skirts the base, 
of the range of rnountilins on the so~~lh-west  side of the salt plai~lfor 10 miles, the]  crosses 
a wide sandy valley luliniiig down from the wertward to a snlall patch of swalnpy ground 
at  the filer of a rocky spur, \I here fuel and water are procurable, and nhich fornls a good 
camping glound. T i ~ r  uater c a ~ ~ n u t  always be c~btaincd without digging below the surface. 
Froru rl~is the roatl ascends geiitly ul, a rtlviue 10 the north-wrst, ancl crosses a low easy 
pass 600 or 700 feet Iiigll, autl descends by au equally gt~ntle slol>e to Patsalung (the 
"Soda Valley "), a vallev ollening out into the south end 01 ;a tl~ircl large ()lain, which is in 
great palt covered with salt, ancl co~~til ins t h ~ e e  or four salt lakes. A t  tlie lower part of 
the v;~llev we found abundtlnt f'c~el ant1 water, and on the sides of the hills, leading up to the 
pass, glass was plentiful. 

16. From tlie last lulting place 20 miles nearly drte rrortli to a canrpilrg ground in a wide 
grassy valley called Lon-din:, about nine or 10 miles from the Krrrahusli river.-The road 
at first turned nort.11 by west across a wide sandy valley, and along the base of a range of 
mountains hounding the third salt plain* on its west sirie, t i~en  crossed the plail~ tu its 
110rthern corllrr, and skirting tlie east side of a salt lake, entered the Lon-diog (" Valley 
Plain "), a broad, gas sy  valley, containing springs of fresh water, hel ,  tic. in abundance. 
There is unlimited pastiirage fin aninlals in and around this v<~lley. This march was rather 
heavy, owing to having 10 cross, for 10 or 12 miles. a surface of rough salt, intc.which the 
feet sank at every step; much of t h ~ s  may, however, be avuided by skirting the si,les of 
the plain, and crossing a t  tlir narrowest part, &out half way, where it is little over four 
miles across; IIF this a few niiles ale added to the length of the rnal.cll. This stage of 

20 miles 

* The route taken by A. Sehlgint\veit, in 1067, skirted the NE. side of this pl+n, and that foUowedbg 
Mr. Johnson kept amongst the mountains to the N.E. without emerging on thin plan at d. 
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20 miles is the longest in the wlrole journey, witllout finding water, grass, or fuel on the 
road. 

17th. From the caar]) in Lo7t-di,lg to the ICarakash ~ ive r ,  nine or 10 miles.-First nortll 
for five miles along the valley, then north-west by the dry bet1 of an old lake, and down a 
ratllrr steep sandy raviue, between banks of boulder alluviu~n, to the Karnkash, soine 20 
miles from its source. 

, l  Ihis river here runs in a gorge, 200 or 300 yards across, and divides into numerous 
chailnels, running belween beds of grass and flowt~rs, with granite boultlers strewn ;ill 
about; there are a few roofless huts or1 each side of the river, built by previous travellers. 

Flonl this pointthere is :I well-known route down the Karakash river to Shadula, one o. 
the llalting places on the road to Yarknnd by the Karakorurn pass, and four or five marches 
nor111 of that pass, and eight or nine from Y arkund. I had with me three me11 who had 
bee11 down the Karakash to Shadulii. The distnnce is al~out five marches, and tl~ey ill1 
described the roild as level and easy, and after the first march abouod~ng in grass, fuel, BC. 
Lower down, the v~l ley  contains t h ~ c k  jungle. 

I t  is a nluch fiequented pasture ground of the nomad sllepherds of Ya~kand  and 
Iillotau. Mohamed Amin, who accon~panied A. Scl~lagir~tweit in 1057, gives 111e same 
description of it. 

'rhs route detailed 5. I n  the above route I have given the distance to the valley nenr the head of thp liara- 
givcd Stage6* but kasll 16  marcl~es, but it can easily be reacl~etl in 12 or 13, and merchants w ~ t h  their 
~ ~ ~ ~ 2 " ~ , ~ ~ ~ ~ $ '  laden hol-ses mould seltlon~ take longcr, as they li.cquently go '35 and 30 iniles a day. On 

111~' returlljourney I reaclietl Lrh in 13 ~ ~ ~ a ~ ~ c l i e s ,  walking tlie \vl~olc way, and crossed the 
pass into tlle Cl~angcl~ungmo valley in five ~llnrches from 111e Kari~knsh, the L;~g:age being 
carried all the time by coolies. T h ~ s  loute, in (act., is no1 longer t11n11 that by the Karakoruin 
pass. 

orison of the 6. In discussing the comparative merits cf these two routes between Ladakll a~:d 
K ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ J D  rout+ Yarkund. I nil1 first point out some of the dificulties (if the Karakorun~ road, that are geuera'ly invariably complained of. by the triiders and others who have traversed it, and compare them aud the Clmg- 
chunQno route. "it11 the worst obstacles to be enco t~~~ te~ .cd  on the other. 

Difficulties of the 1st. Thepass over the Kailos ra7,ge from Leli to Nztbra.-There are two roads from Lell 
Karakorum route. oue leading over the Kardong pass, which is 17.500 feet hiqh, excessively steep and stony, 

and has nearly 1,000 feet of steep glacier on the north side. and cannot Oe crossed by 
laden horses. All merchandise coming Tron~ Yarliand has consequently to be carried over 
on yalis, a t  considerable expense (two rupees is charged for each horse load), and involving 
serious tlelay, from the n~erch;lnd~zs b ~ i n g  orten deldined from one to  five weeks in Nubra 
before carriage can be procured. Unlatlen horses even cross at  great risk. Tlie other 
pass above Lel~, tlic Salju or Diger pass. though less steep and slony than tlie Kardong, 
and fiee from gliicier, is loo  feet hiSller, is rough and dificult, n~id  latlrn horses are seldom 
taken across, whereas the Changl{~ over the same Kailks range on the road to Chang- 
chungmo is lower than the Kardonf; pass, has no snow in summer, the ascent a1111 descent 
are very gentle and easy, and laden horses cross it without tlisleant riskor difficultv, and R. very 
little lahour would render it ~ ~ e r ~ e c t l y  gootl for camels. I t  is by f;ir the easiest pass across 
this range of r~~ountains north of'tlle I~rdus.  I have now crossed five of the passes over 
this range, and the C l ~ a n ~ l i  was the only one fit for latle~i horses. 

2nd. The Shgok river, \ \ l ~ i c l ~  has to be crossed in Nubra district, is a t  some seasons 
most forn~idable. The easiest ford is at  Deskit, and when I rrosse~l it, ill August last year, 
the water was nearly a mile broad : and as, owing to the force or the c l~rre~i t ,  this had to 
Le crossed obliquely downn~artls, it doubled the at,tual extcu: of water. The river was 
divided into lhree or four cha~lnels, and \\'as, in some places, nearly four reet deep, with a 
very rapid stream, so that the b : ~ ~ g a s e  c,ould cnly be taken over on men's shoulders, and 
tlle passage of the river was ditficulr., and nlueh more formidable than the C l ~ a n g c l ~ u ~ ~ g n ~ o  
could ever be. The latter is little above 100 yards broacl, selrlot~~ over three feet deep, and 
never unfordable. 

3rd. The range of rnoor~tains between 111e Nubra valley and Upper Sllyok takes three 
days to cross, and opposes two high passes, both very steep a ~ l d  stony, a ~ l d  on one there is 
n conside~.;~ble extent of glacic~r, wllich is often both dangerous and difficult : whereas the 
Marsimik pass, hetween Pangong and Changchungrno, though nearly 19,000 fect high, is 
quite free fro111 snow in sumrner, and the ascent and dcsce~lt are very gradual and e a s ~ ,  and 
its height is cluile lost frcm being so little raised above the valley on each side ; the next 
pass leading out of Changchur~gmo to the north is still si~npler, and one might ride over 
both with perfect con~fort without once having to tlismount. Beyond this there is nothing 
worthy the name of a pass. 

4th. The Shyok river has again to 11e crossed at  Sarsil (Sashr), and though smaller than 
in Nubra is deep and rapid, nlld often ditticult. This year already the horse of one of the 
Hajis with all his property has been carried away in tlie torrent. 

5th. Between Sarsil and Shadula, five or six marches, there are two lligll passes, the 
Kayakorurn and the Sukit Diwao, 11otl1 ver rough and stony, alld IIO grass 01. fuel are 
found over nearly the whole distance; us t i e  other route, after the ~ h a n ~ c h u n g m o ,  the 
only pass is a mere hill of 700 or 800 feet, and nearly the whole way from the changehung- 
mo to the Karakash, six easy marches, is over smooth level sand and gravel; water I s  

found 
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found a t  the end of every etage; fuel grows ;rlnlost everywhere; find there are only three 
stages without rass, and only two ol' these are snccesnive; so that in every way this route 
contrasts most favourably with tlle Karakorun~. None of t l ~ n e  roads are very suitable tor 
cattle or sheep, as  these animals require so much gl-ass; but TOI. I~or~es ,  which cat gram. 
the Changchungmo offers no difficulties, as the merchants always carry wit11 them a litlle 
barley for fodder. 

7. The custom now is to take two spare horses for every laden animal, to carry Remark8 on num- 
and fuel and allow for casualties ; and each year not less than 20 per ccnt. of the l~orses &"f ~ J " ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
die on tlie road from exlra~lstion and Tallin: among the huge stones that strew the path, t b  ~ ~ ~ , , k ~ ~ ~ ~  
from i~valanches, and from being lost in the torrents. I t  is pitiable to see the statc in route, nnd the ca. 
which most of the aninlals reach t l ~ r  journey'# cnd, and they are seldom able to rnarcl~ sualtiesamongthem, 
again with leas than six weeks' or two ~ n o n ~ h s '  rest. On : ~ c c o u ~ ~ t  of these riske and diffi- O W ~ U D "  

lhc diffi- 

culties the hire of a horse to carry a horee load (about 200 Ihs.) 0 1 '  goods between Leh and Of the joUr- 

Yarkand is nearly so  rupees for l~tt le over 30 rnarcl~es, or at  the rnormous rate of' ne;~rly 
4 annas per pound. 'I'he above-mentioned losses iire never likely to occur on the Cl~ang- 
chengn~o route, as there are no difficult mountain p:~sscs, no dangerous torrents, no risks 01 
aviilanchcs, and no such rough rocky patlrs. Witlr very little tro~lhle and labour expended 
on t l ~ e  first pass and in t l ~ e  Changcl~u~tgmo valley (and 1 am in hopes that the Cashmere The Cbngchun 
govern men^ rill do the little d ~ ; ~ t  is required for improving the load), camels mig11t tra- "U" might e y p  
verse the \vI~olc road wit11 the qrealest ea... These animals in .Central Asia go over ~ ~ r T ~ e P , ~ c t l a b  
mucl1 more dificult ground, and the short-legged variety, which is eccuston~ed to the rugged 
barren nlountain slopes of tlie Parnir, is in common use in Yarkand, and a few years ago a 
caravan of' t l ~ e ~ e  ani~nals actually came over thc Karakorum to Ladak; and I hope there- 
fore that in future years caravans of canlels from Central Asia'will be seen rentling their 
way along the sandy plains of the Tibetan Indlts. 

6. The Vnkeel Kutub Dill who went with me is fully alive 10 the merits of the route, Hopes the Cash- 
and l l i s  reports \,,ill, I I~ope, favourably i~~fluence his Highness the hlalIaraja and gain his mere Government 
assistarlce in ope11111g it out to trade. A little labour employcd in a fcw of the ro~~ghes t  that is required the little to 
places, a few s ~ n ~ p l e  s :o~~c huts erected in the moat exposed sl~ots, ancl a plentiful sullply of the 
grain (such as is now kept a t  Sarsil) a t  the present Government de116t a t  'I'ankse, or still chunpo route easy 
better In Changchungmo, would remove the few tlific~~lties thc route offers. For many for travellers. 
yenrs past this route has been so entirely disused, and mel.chants ancl others have got such 
wild etories of its difficulties and dangers, ~nostly of a higlllv absurd nature, that they may 
not readily take to it. Tllr Yarkand Vakeel, AIahomed Nazar, hils just returned by it, The Yarkend Va- 
and has written back froni tlie Karnkash to say that he f'ouncl it very easy and reached the keel traversed 
Karakash with great comfort, and otl~rrs will ill all probability follow. I have Ilrard too route 

favourably of it. that there \\.as a more plentiful supply 01' water when the Vakil went than when I traversed 
the road in July. Mv sole object in ope~~ inq  the road is to aflord a means of communica- 
tion between Ladakh'and the countries to the north by a way less difficult and dangerous 
than the Karakorum, so !hat the immense expense of carriage msy be diminished, and thus 
one of the gleat obstacles to trade through these regions removtd. 

9. I n  my hurried journe!., wl~ich only occupied a month, for 1 was a ~ ~ s i o u s  not to be The hurried nature 
absent a clay longer than necessary, in order that I might meet the Yarkandi lrlerchants on ofhi8.iourney P ~ F -  
their first arrival at Leli, it W:IS intpossible to do ~irore than make very superficial observn- f ~ f ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ , ~ ~ , ~ ~ ~  
tions on the physical featwes of tlie countly passed througl~ ; but the follow~ing slight only onthe ,,hys.- 
sketch of certain poinls may be OF interest. cal features of the 

country. 
The Kailas range, which is crossed immediately after leaving the Indus valley, is almost Geolo ical foma- 

entirely co~uposed of brittle granite, everywhere breaking u p  into coarse sandy and tionof the K a i h  
shinglv dibris under the influence of the atnlosphere, moisture, &c. I n  the beginning of range. 
July 11?ere was no snow on the south side, even up to a I~eigl~t of 19,000 reef except in 
patches and in slicltered situations ; on the north side the snow fields were lowcl-, but the 
continuous snow line was hardly below 19,000 feet. 

After passillg Tankse the road lies in a narrow valley, between two masses of lofty moun- Geological foma- 
tains, that 01: the south-east being chiefly composed of dark gray granite, and that on the tion of the country 
11ol.tl1 of schistose rocks, veilled io all direction. with r tracing of s l ~ i l e  quartz, :aid nearer ~ ~ ~ ~ $ & ~ &  
the Pangong lake chancing to litueslone ancl gneiss, and conFplcoous For the alternate 8tage. 
strata of black and white locks which crop out almost evel.ywliere on the loliy precipitous 
sides. This valley, a ravine, is hemmed in by lofty clilts, which are often c o ~ ~ ~ p o s e d  of very 
white gneiss, and must T~rnlerly hasre been the bed of a river draining the great Pangong 
lake, the water of tvhich is now about 150 I'eet below the pass over which it once Howe.l. 
Just above Tankse and perched on a narrow ledge of rock is a small gunpa or monastery, 
the last nlet wit11 in Ladakh in this direction. 

The shores of the Pangong lake everywhere sllow traces of the wal.er having once neacription of the 
reached high up the mountain sides, and irr inany pl;tces old beaches are very distinct. '!he PangonglaLe 
water is now extremely salt and bitter, but it was once probably fresh, as there are in many 
!lace. along its shore. regular strata of shells 15 or 20 feet above the present surface. 

foond three kinds of shell, a Lynmu,  a Planorbis, and a small Bivalve, the Cyclus. 
These bhells exist in myriads, and the two first are similar to the fresh water sl~ells now 
found in warmer parts of Ladakh. 1 observed also regular beds of vegetable matter in 
strala scveral feet tl~ick, and co~~sist ing entirely of long leaves of a water plant similar to 
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one now growing in fresh water sireems in thc ur~igl~l~ourl~ootl. The only existillar allinlnl 
I could tind on 11re lake was a small sl~rimp-like crustacean of a rrddish c o ~ ~ ~ l l :  -rhe eople of the ne ig l~bol~rh(~od sny tlii~t the vater  of the luke is sinking year by yeat-, 
pave legends o f  the tlisirict h a r l l ~ r  ollca L ~ C I I  vrry hrt i le  U I I ~  i111ckly plyuluted; IIIIW it is 
l i t tk  more ~ h a n  a sandy desert, a ~ r d  three or four miserable I ~ u t s  '11 LukullS C O U P . I ~ ~ ~  all the 
perrl~;rl~ent inhabi ta~~ts .  

I J h y ~ ~ ~ e c t e f  The C I I ~ I I I  of ~nountaina between P a u g > n ~  find C l ~ a n ~ c h u u g m t ~  is lorty, ranging from 
moun- 19,000 to 21,000 feet, bnt the sides are everywhere sloping, iind the ridges wide a ~ ~ d  n~ulld-  tabu between Pan- 

gong 4 chsnR- topped. 'l'llt!y co~lsist ;~lrnost eot~rely of grilnite and other igncous ~ocka .  The R I ~ ~ , W  line 
chungmo. even on t l ~ e  north side is not much below 20,000 feet, escepr ill sl~eltered :isuec~fi. 'Fhar~ 

0 - -  - -  ------ was no snow on t l ~ e  pass (10,000 feet) even early in J ~ l l p ,  ilrr)ug.l~ ill sl~eltered places large 
fields of snow extentled ~ n u c h  lower down. Vegelaticln is scanty, but tlre valleya.g~.nerally 
have grass in al,untlance; and a Eurotia, with d ~ y  \\.oody roots, w l ~ ~ c h  serve all~r~il.:rbly Ibr 
fuel, is fb~rnd  al~uostevcrywhere. I was rather early in tlie seitsc>n fgr flowers, but ulany 
l ' r imr i /~ ,  Artelnisia, Sozij iagrs aud other l ~ l a n t s  co~nruou in Latlakh were just :~l,praring ; 
allcl uear Gu1116 I saw a large pat cl^ o f  a dwarf species of Elk.q/rus a t  a heigllt of over. 
17,000 ft.el. 

Description of the 
Chnngchuogmo 
wlley. 

Hot springs of the 
Changluug valley. 

Physical appear- 
ance of thc moun- 
tains north of 
Changchungmo. 

Descri tions of thc 
first laEe h im 
lying nor471 of the 
enstern continuation 
of the Karakomm 
range of mountains. 

The Changchunymo \.alley is in its upper course wide anti verdant, :lncl is ;I regular 
rr,i~lter. r~s idence  ot.P;ln;clng shepherds and hertlsrne~l. The valley, t l ro~lgl  17,000 feet high, is 
shel te~ed,  and contains u~~limitet l  wood lor fuel. Gunl6, I ' a~ i~ch;~ l in ,  and G y ~ a  :ire all 
winlrr carups. At Pan~chalSn and Gogra are regular jungle. of Myrica~ia  ele,ua~rs, the 
bushes g ~ o w i n g  eight and ten feet I~iph, with bra~lches spread~llg wide cnougl: 11) afford 
shelter tronl the sun's 1,;rya. 

T l ~ e  ho t  springs up tlle Chiunglung valley deserve a few words of noticca. Seven miles 
above its junction with the C : l ~ a n g c h u ~ ~ g ~ n o  this valley widens out into a snlall baSII1 allOUt 
one quarter of a 111i1e broad, and one mile long, full of hot  sprinrs and fuuntairls, alld the 
mrhcc? of the ground covered with wl~i te  saline matler, clliefly I believe borax, and 
mda solts, including conlulon salt, but  1 have not yet [:eel1 able to m i ~ k e  a proper analysis. 
The f o t r ~ ~ i ~ i n s  ol' Ilot water are most s i n ~ u l a r .  In  one plirce a bos3 of stalactite reWmblinq an 
a ~ ~ i m a l ' s  head, prr!iects out  from the  s ~ d e  of all overhanging rock, and from its rnotlt'h or 
centre a s trrom of ho t  water the size of one's a1.n) shoots ant into the river belo\\., with 
such force t h a t  I was unable to huld :I thermometer close to the mouth of this natllral pipe. 
In another place a m a w  t ~ f  stalactite seven or eight feet high, stood in the middle of the 
river, and from i ts  sun1111it two jets  of hot water shot upwards 11ke a~tificial fount : j i~~~.  The 
ten11)eratul.e of the first s l~r ing  was 120° w h r ~ ~  the stream below was 43' F. All about the 
flat valley were sn~nll  pools ol' warm water, fringed with luxuriant grass of a d ~ e p  green 
colour, and along t l ~ e  sides of the sLream and anlong these pools i ~ ~ n u m r r a b l e  minute jets 
o f  hot  water rose up the height of a few il~ches. Rocks of quartz, stalactite, and variegated 
coloured c l a p  and clay sl;ltes, a s s u ~ ~ ~ i n g  nlost fantastic forms, were scattt,red about among 
the  springs, and occasional patches of snow r c c ~ ~ r r e d  within a few feet of the hot water. 
1 noticcd Bra l imi~~ee  ducks (" Casarca Rutilu"), a diver and a species of snipe amongst 
the I:ot s p r i n ~ s .  'I'l~ere arc also llot springs a t  Kyhnl, where the Changchungo~u river bends 
round to the west. 

The  mountains nor t l~  uf Cl~angcl~ungmo are the enftern continuation of the Karakorum 
range. T h e  m;iin ridge is lofty, and nearly all the passes are r,vc3r 19,000 feet high, n ~ ~ d  the 
peaks ~ , U O O  to 1,500 feet higl~cr,  but  thn mountains are g e ~ ~ e ~ . a l l y  rounded with sloping 
sides, su t h ; ~ t  the passes ale very easy to cross. I n  July the snow on the n~~rt lrcrn face was 
lying pretty generally ;is low as 19,000 feet, a ~ ~ d  in t l ~ e  sheltered aspects much lower. 

The lowest pass, by \\hicl) we ~e lurned ,  was quite free from snow. T h e  spurs running 
south flow illis range are a t  t h e  lower parts chiefly co l~ l~~oser l  of unslratified clays of 
various colours, red, I,urple, and yt lluw, 111ixed with stratified slate rocks ; higl~er I I ~  the 
rocks 21-e chiefly s l a ~ e s  and sandstone, and the  top of the ridge is gnni te .  011 the 
n o r ~ h  side 0 1  tlle range tlie nloui~tains prcsentrd a. very d~fferent appearnllce, I ~ e i r ~ g  
everyw,l~ere bro;id al:d rvu!~ded, and rocks irr situ scarcely anvwllere visible, I l a v ~ n ~ ,  as it 
were, nlelted a n a y  untler ;~ tmospl~er ic  influences, and crumbled into heaps of sanrl slaty 
shingle. Even the tolls ol the  highest peaks and ridges are covered with this ci6bris of 
tlie rocks beneatll, there being no water lorce to wash it away. I le re  and there clitis 
alld pinnacles of sandstone or limestone project through t l ~ i s  g~avelly covering. The 
valleys a1.e broad and sl~allow, fillerl up appnrer~tly by the same d{bris, which is brought 
t lown the slowly n ~ ~ l t i n q  snow, and are nowhere cut  into deel) channels and ravines, 
a s  is  generaII! the case in Ladakh. 

IVorth of tllis range is the first of 11ie vast lake p l a i ~ ~ s  t~averserl in the roule to the 
~ ~ ~ , h k h ~ l ~ .  It is aboul 20 miles across, north and soutl~,  and much witler in the direction 
east a~ l t l  wesl. I L  is bounded to the west hy a lofty ranFe of rugged mountai~ls with 
511ow-clad a t  a dis1anc.e of 20 n ~ ~ l e e .  The  region to the \ \est  of this ~ a n g e  IS 

orlexl:ltrred, p l ~ d  110 native srcnls ever to have visited i t ;  but I 11;ivc little doubt 
t h a t  b! a careful e x a m i l ~ : ~ t i o ~ ~  a n ~ u c h  easier way could be dtscoveretl to Yarkarld than 
tha t  b y  the Karaka5h. The  mountains p~,esent  deep galls bet\\een the Iligll penk91 so 
that tilere he low easy passes, and cjnce across the range olle comes into the water- 
shed of (llc y a r k a n d  river, nlong the course of wl~ich there is in all probability an easy route 

to 
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Yarkantl, a t  leaAr to the int where that  rivcr crosReR tha Karakorum r(jute, llorth of 
the pn.5 l l f  that lll1me. Slinn& iuch n roulc I r  61111d it wollld kavc: tllc d i ~ ~ ~ l n f i ~ r t  
wouhle of crussin5 tile salt I>l:lins, :Incl ~noqt like ly pl-ove the sl~orl(.st :ll1d e;lslcst \';;kY. 

T~ the enstword the rl,oullt:li~~s : I I ~  rnt~rc d ~ ~ t ; i n t ,  trnd generally :ll)pear loircr, t,llr,~l!$l 
they pj-e.,>llt very IliSI1 .I,nwy peaks. T l ~ e  surface of  llic 1~1l l i l l  ~ ' l l r ~ l l y  a 
coRrsc R,llldY clay, ;~lltl o f ~ c n  covcrc:d tvitl~ s;~lsolaceous phnts ,  cllil,fly a tufty 1;urolia 

t l~ick \rrl,otly roots, which, evcn when quite Iiesh, I ~ u r n  very brisk1 nntl are the only 
fuel procurul,le. Thi6 l > l a ~ ~ t  q~l i te  rt*pI:iw- 111e ' I ' ih~>ta~~ furze c ~ I I I ~ ~ J I  k ~ n t n , ' '  n n[~t:cic3 1 ~ 1 '  

Carfl.qnnu, which is lbt~r~cl nr11le1. s i n ~ i l ; ~ r  co~~tl i t ions in Ilup.ihti, Spiti. RC., hnt  .eldom occ l~rs  
nofih OI.thr Indus. Wele it fitr this plant l l~ese  r? : i~r~~s  W ' I U ~ I ~  be i i l lno~t i u l l ~ a ~ : l b l e  
for rv:ll,t "f file], I t  i s  cillll.d ir> TiIjet:ln, " (;ol,slrea," ; I I I ( ~  t11l.r~ arc two v:lrietl+s of the 
pIRllt, ahich is found i l l  a l ~ ~ ~ o ~ s t  all sir~iatiol~s, t ~ n  the dry R . I I I ~ ~  l llai~is :111rl on the 11:lrren 
~nountai~r slopes, between ihe I I I ~ I I S  and the KarakBsh rivers. 

Anotllvr plant of the ~ ~ n l b ~ l l i l + r o u s  o~rlel., an Asler ,  callcd by the  natives " lJa~u,"  and this 

which is I I ~  the Lam;ls tor incense!, is also ILul~d in nmny 1~1act.s in lht86t! reg11)ns. I t  
too gmws i n  sl,reading tufis, and has dly wl,ody roots, whic.11 hurl1 well, but  tlie roots a re  
too thin 10 be ol 'niucl~ use for fuel. 

A ro~~s iderab le  extcnt  of the surface of this p l a i ~ ~  is  co~nposetl of a bed of fi11e la!,ustrille Geologicalfo-- 
clay, r o n ~ ~ t i ~ ~ ~ e s  rising i l l  low cliffa and ridges, c o n t a i n i ~ ~ g  regular strata of dry water-weeds, tion. 
r e a e ~ ~ l h l i n ~  t l~ose  a t  Pangong lake. 1 could find, however, no traces of shells or fossile. 
I n  this plain I saw two large lakes, one close to the n n r t h e n ~  edge, called Tso-thang- 
before mentioned ; the other a few miles further south. There arc also said to be some 
larger lnkea , t o  the eastward. The level of the   lain is about  17,000 feet above the sea. 
Antelopes nre seen in g ~ e a t  abundance on the plain, and a Iew kyang (wild horse) ; they 
feed on the young sl ioo~s of the Eurotia. 

The ranges of mountain north of this plaiu are in great part composed of s l a ~ e  rccks, but General aepect of 
the lofty craggy rid:es ill the centre are chiefly of limestone, sandstone, and quartz. the mountain range 
T l ~ e  S ~ I L I P  runn~ng down to the north\vi~rds a le  yenerally of c l i~y  slate of variegated eoloun,  ~ ~ ~ ' $ i ~ ~ e  
a r r a n ~ c d  in thin br~ t t le  Hakes, ancl the strala mnch contorted. The  saline s p r i n y  and 
efflorescence scelns to Ile ;~lmost  always connected w ~ t h  this parti~.ular formation. In this 
rnnge are numelons antelope, kyang, and wild y i k .  1 alscl observed traces of wolves. The 
only bi1.d~ I saw were a few ravens and mountain finches, but  1 round the reniaine of a 
deeerted eagle's nest, which colitained many hundred antclopcs' h o r ~ ~ s ,  several I~o~se . ' s l~oes ,  
and other slrange ar~iclcs.  

T h e  second plain, north-east of tllie range, is about 16,000 feet above the $ea. I t  Altitude of t h e e  
stretches far away to the north-cast and east, hut is broken up by low ranqes of hill?;. I t  cond lake plain. 
contains numerous salt lakes, and the surface is over a considerable extrnt  deepl!. covered 
with saline matter. 

About a mile from the halting place called 'Th;~ldat is one of these lakes, the northern hk, rhaldet part of which is all salt water; but the aoulhern half forms a lake of frozen snow lying out  consists in northerll 
In the open plain, and nearly two miles from the nearest hills, wli~ch themselves were quite part of salt water, 
bare of snow on the 15th July. while the southern 

half is frozen snow. 
The s ~ ~ o w  lake was about two miles long, one and a half broad, and eight  or 10 leet deep, Descriptionof the 

with a lew inches of clear water running below the  snow. On crossing it, I could see ill 8oo~v lakes. 
the fissures and crevices that, a foot or two below the surface, the finorv  is frozen into 
semi-tr;lnsparent g e c n  ice, exactly resembling ziacier ice. I t  is, in fact, a glacier out i n  an 
open plain, and  not fed by snow mou~~taine.  I imagine that  in winter us immenee drift of 
snow 1s 1le;iped up azainst the l~ills to the sauth by driving north winds, and that this lake 
or holluw is filled with such an accumulation that  it does not melt in the short  sutumer of 
these region$. North-west of this plain, and separated from it by a range of lnountains 
whicll we crossed by a low pars, is a third plain of a similar character, alsn c o n t n i n i ~ ~ ~  ~hi , .d lake plain 
several salt lakes. 'I'he northern half is covered to a depth of several feet with saline similar to the 
niatttr, sol't, white, and powdery on tlie surfice, but hard and c ~ . ~ s t a l l i n e  below. The  others. 
s u r h c e  is often rougli like  he waves ol' the sea, rieing up in ridces of solid sal t  six and ~~~~~k~ un. 
eight Ieet high, and sinking into h o l l ~ ~ v s  of the salne depth. Wi th  the afternoon winds usaaleeline efflo- 
this salt was blown up in driving clouds, l ~ k e  dust-sturrns in the  plains of India, which, regcence on this 
combined with tlre lrot sun and cold dry air, we1.e most irritating to the skin and eyes. The ~ ~ ~ g ~ ~ ~ ~ , $ ~ t  
glare f r o ~ n  the aurface also was very trying, and produced effects like mow-blindness. I dust, and the glare observed the Tartar c o ~ l i e s  make w l ~ a t  to me was a novel use of their pigtails. They un- gdu~ing effecte 
plaited them, and tied them across their eyes, to protect them from the glare. T1lis plain ~kesnow blindness. 
continues unin~errupledly to  the  ~ U e y  r t  the head OF the Karakash, without any  intervening 
m o u ~ ~ t a i n  ran:e, though in the  lateet survey map* a ridge is made to cross it nearly in the 

middle. 

The arran ement of these mountains in this map is incorrect. The dark ridge marked as running 
nearly eaat an8 west in latitude BS' 33' and 34', and east longitude 790 2(Y to 30: doea not exist in t h  
direction. This ridge inreality runs nearly due north, and se arates the "aalt lake" south of the encamp 
ment Karekaah" (of map) from the larger 6'salt lake" to t i e  sout11-weet; and in the situation that tba 
r a n p  is rnade to occupy m the map there is what I h v e  described ae the thud salt plain, an immense level 
expanse, 20 miles long, north and south, and from five to 15 or 16 milesacroes in the opposite diwction, and 
contsining four or five aalt lakeu It is oepamted by the mnge I have just noticed tw lying nearly north 
and south from the fourth ealt plain. 
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1:ourth lake plain middle. Wes t  of this plain, but separated from it by n rugged mountain ridge, is a fourth 
deacribed. plain of like nature, nnd containin a large salt lakc. lnto this we were conducted by the 

~nistnke of the guide, who iwornisef r ~ h o n  cut across tho mountain. O n  reaching 111. 
fourth plain we discovered our error, and had to return over the intervening range, and a t  
r~ightfall found oursclves on the side of t l ~ e  rough field OS salt already mentioned. and llad 
to encamp wit l~out  luel or wnter, and consequently without fuotl; the llext morning 11ad a 
rnnrcl~ of 10 miles over the !;:111 hrlore we reached water. Thc thermometer in the ~ l l o r n i ~ ~ ~  
stood a t  4" F. or 280 I~elow freezing point. A t  its northern extremity the third plain elldB 
in the Lunding valley, whicl~, after Sour or five miles, suddenly dip& down by a narrow, 

The Karakash river, sandy ravine, to  be ICurakas11 river, which is hcre a b o u ~  15,500 feet I~igh. I t s  source is 
an* it8 sowee and in some glaciers and SIIOW fields among 11igl1 granite eaks to  the 11ort11-ea3t. These plains altitude. have all evidently once been vast. lakes, probnbly o! fresl~ water, and draining illto the 

Karakash river. O n  the sidesof tlie surrounding hills, up to n height o r  i a o  feat, are seen 
old beaclies rising in regular terraces. The mountains round are chiefly slaty, wit11 peaks 
of granite and other igneous locks. 

Appearance of The mountains north of the K a r a k a s l ~  are gmnitc, esactly rese~nbling the brittle 
mountainsnorth of of Ladalrh. South of the river slate rocks prevail. Over all these re ions antelopes are 

Kacakwh liver- comu)on, and new the Karakash I saw kyang, and traces of wild yLk (broug), also a few 
bares, b r a l ~ ~ n i n i  ducks, and a species of snipe. 

Salt plains have Over the salt plains thrre is little or no vegetation, except the Eurotiu, and eve11 this 
little or no %eta- does nor grow w h e ~ e  there is nluc11 salt ; but a n l o n ~ s l  the mountains, between the two first 
~,";nt%fP$,"t~Veell plains, some Arteazisice and the E ~ ~ r o t i a  were ~)lentiful ; here, too, the slopes were c lo~hed  
these plains. with grass (Carex), and many f lowe~s,  clliefly l'rinrccl~, a 13nntcnotl1~s and Suxi)raye, and 

a ver handson~e yellow Ligularicc, gl.tr\v along the sides ot' the sp~,ings. At the head of 
the  kaf i l~as , l  the ground was carpeted wit11 b i t  e s  A yellow Pr;n~ulu,  the 
Androsnce, grew in witle p:~tches. Two or three species of Saussurecc, some small (Jruci- 

fcrce, a blue Nepeta, a ligu~ninous plant not in flower, Saziftuges, and several otlier plants 
besides the Eurolia, were common, but  there were no shrubs or vegetation of larger 
growth. 

Henlarks on cliuate 10. W i t h  regard to climate, the n ~ o s t  striking points are the extreu~e dryness and the 
of extremes of heat and colcl. 111 C h a n g c l ~ u n g ~ ~ ~ o  valley, on  July ~ t h ,  a t  a helght of 17,000 vemed. 

feet above the sea, the t h e r m o n ~ e ~ e r  was 31. a t  sunrise, 75" a t  noon in a tent, and 212" 
(a  black bulb sun thern1ometer) in the sun's rays. O n  the 2atl1 July, in the s a n ~ e  place, it 
only sunk to  4ooa t  sunrise. 

Temyeratureof first On the first plain, on Jllly 13th and 14tI1, the thermometer a t  sunrise was 10" and 13". salt plain. July E n d ,  on the same p1a111, i t  was l!~" a t  sunrise. 

l'eiuperature and O n  the t l~ird salt 1)lain (elevation 16.000 feet), the thermometer on July 16tl1, stood a t  40 
elerntion of tlie a t  sunrise. 
third plain. A t  Londing, near the I<arakash, on July 19th and 20111, the minimum temperature was 

22O and 24". I t  was evident thnt extreole nocturual cold lasts the greater part of the year 
OII these elevated ~)lateaus, and it probably freezes et-ery night. The  cold was, however, 
decidedly less towards the eud than a t  the 1)eginning of July. On the evening of July 16th 
it began to snow, a ~ ~ d  contir~ue~l nearly all nigl~t ,  and in the m o r n i ~ ~ g  the ~vhole plain was 
covered to the delltll of a:1 incl1 or two; this all disappeared in a ftnr Ilours. Rain is 
probably unknown in tliesc regions. 

Climate of the I n  the valley of the I ia rakas i~  we seemed suddenly to enter a warmer climate, so  great 
Of was the contrast after t l ~ e  open plains, and t l ~ e  more advanced state OS the veget;ttion kesl~. 

showed the same. In the tlaytirne the heat of the sun was intense. I was forcecl to leave 
my sun thermometer in C l ~ a n ~ c h u n g m o ,  but I a m  sure that the sun was a s  hot on the 
northern 1,l;lins a s  in that  valley, where the thernlometer rose to 212' (more than 30" above 
the boiling point of water). 'I'11el.e can hardly be another country in the world where the 
thermometer rises from to 212'in a I'ew hours. The cold a t  night evidently accounts 
for vege~atioli being so even in places well supplied wit11 water. All the lakes, 
fresh m d  salt, and gener:r$'kre running streams, were partially frozen in the mornings. 

Prevailing winb. Allother point to  be noticed in the clinlate was the constancy and the regularity of the 
winds. 

D u ~ i n g  t l ~ c  forenoon t l ~ e  wind was always light and uncertain, blowing more or less fiom 
the south. I n  tlle afternoon it veered round to the west and north-west, and blew steadily, 
and by evening rose to almost a I~urricane fiom the same quarter;  three o r  four hours 
after sunset it Sell again, and wcnt round to the north, and in the morning blew a gentle but  
cold air h.om the east. 'I'his occurred every day, but  the  further north we went the earlier 
i n  the  afternoon the  westerly wind rose and the greater was its viole~~ce.  

I did not observe the almost cloudless skies of Ladakh proper, but noticed that c!ouds 
blew up almost r\.ery aftcrnoon and disappeared again during the night. This lnay hare  
been accidental, a s  there has been more than the average of cloud this season in Ladakh 
itself. 

H. Cayley, on Special Duty.  
Ladakh, l 8  August 1868. 
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(Foreign 1lepartment.-Political.-No. 197.)  

The Governor General of India in Council to the Secretary of State for I n d i a .  

Simla, 2 Xovernber 1868. 
1. WE have the honour to transn~it, for the information of Her 3lqjesty's 

Government, a copy of two memoranda drawn up by Mr. J. 1). Forsytll, the Com- 
missioner of the Julinder Division, of which one relates to the present condition 
and future prospects of trade with Central Asia. + * * * * 

2 .  We also forward a copy of the letter from the Punjab Government, under 
cover of which the first-mentioned memorandum was received, together W-ith a 
trarrscript of our reply. 

3. You will observe that we have confined our reply, a t  present, to the com- 
mercial aspect of the question. # I 

* S + *  

TBADE WITH CENTRAL ASIA. 
(No. 1.) 

From 1'. H. Thornton, Esq., Secretary to Government, Punjab and its Dependencies, 
to R: S. Seton-Karr, Esq., Secre~ary to Government of India, Foreign Depart- 
ment, with Governor General (No. 334-366); dated 23 September 1868. 

I AEI desired by the  Honourable the Lieutenant-Governor to transmit herewith, b ~ r  the 
consideralion (11' his Excellency the Vicerov in Counc~l,  trvo print-d copies of a n~enlorandum 
by blr. Forsyth, Comnlissioner of the Julinder D~vision,  on the subject of trade w ~ t h  
Central Asia. 

2. Mr. Forsyth, while absent f ro~n  his post on privilege leave, has availed hiruselt ot' the 
opportunity to  visit Lodakh,  where he has Inet large l~umbers of traders, as  well a s  the envoy 
deputed last year by theKooshbegee to t l ~ e  Mallvraja of Jamoo, \v110 was then on Ilia may 
back to his master in Yarkand. From the former he has obtained ~ n u c h  information 
regarding the present slate and filture prospects of trade with Tibetan Tartary,  a good deal 
ol which has been embodied in this paper; while he has succeeded in iuduciog thc envoy to 
return to Yarkund by t h e  Changchungmo route, wl~ich is now 1i110wn t o  be Iar easier than 
the ordinary roule over the Knrakoram range, and with which the envoy, in the last 
letter received from him by Mr. Forsytb, explesses himself highly pleased so Tar as he had 
gonr. A very full and valuable account ol' r h i ~  route, so far a s  it lies within the Maharaja's 
rerritory, has been submitted by Dr. Cuyley, wlio has recently traversed i t ;  and so iocrn as 
the letter-press shall have been corrected and reviscd by that  gentleman, a copy wili be 
forwardcd for the informatiou of Gover~~ment .  

3. Without  entering here into the political and military questions discussed by Mr. Forsyth 
in the latter part of his pamphlet, rega~ding  which opinions will necessarily differ, the 
Lieutenant-Gove~nor trusts that  it will be lound to contain much that is of great value at  
the present time in connection with Central Asian trade, and the modes in w111ch ~t may be 
beet promoted; ant1 he considers this ofticer entitled to great credit for the energy and 
persistence with which Ile has followed up this subject and thus Iar completed his inquiries, 
by vislting in person the only locality a t  which inlormation on the  subject is a t  present 
largely obtainable. H i s  pamphlet fully bears out the account given by Dr. Caylep in the 
documents already s u b m ~ t t e d  to Governnler~t ; and all appear, in His  Honour's judgment, 
very clearly to show how imporlant this trade is l~ke ly  to beco~i~e ,  it' due attent~cln be paid 
and encouragement given to it by Go:ernmcnt, a t  the present juncture. 

4. T h e  appointment of a representative or consul (designated in the Tartar countries a n  
AksllGI) from anlongst the more intelligent of L I I C  subjects crf the Iiooshbegee, is a lneaoure 
which tlie Lieutenant-Governor conside~,s especially deserving of consideration. This 
measure has been, on several occasions, proposed heretufore, u l ~ d  was suggested to the 
authorities a t  the India H ~ u s e  by the undersigned on his late visit 10 England, wit11 the 
concurrence, it is believed, of Sir Robert RSontgolnery, the late Lieutenant-Governor. I t  is 
one which can be readily carried out, if T a k u b  Koosllbegee assent b i t ,  witl~out I U I I I I I I ~ S  t h ~  
risk of compromising our Government in any way ; wl~ile it w ~ l l  show that the importancr 
of the  trade is appreciated, and will be productive, if jud~ciously carrlerl out, cif luucll 
advantage and support to our subjects trading with Yarka~id  or other parts ol' the Koosh- 
begee's doininions. I t  is a measure which is universallg adopted bp the Tartar races, and 
thofie who have commercial dealings with them, for the regulation of all matters connected 
wit11 trade;  and His Honour trusts thnt, in the event of friendly advances being made by 
the Iiooshbegee, of n,hich there is now little doubt, he may be authorised to carry it out 
with that  ruler's assent. 

( s i g ~ ~ e d )  T. H. Thornfon, 
Secretary tu Governme~~t ,  Punjab. 
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(~~RAOT.)-M~M~ANDUM BY &In. Forsyth, nn T ~ A D E  WITH CENTRAL 4 5 1 ~ .  

(No. 2.) 

I n  my report of rhe 4th Juiy last, a drrailed account was given of an interview with 
Dewan Nel~al  Chund, Minrster of His Highnees the Mlil~rrraja of Carhmere, whrch resulted 
in the sul)u8issirm of propo.ale to establiah a large llir at  L e l ~ ,  in L a d a k l ~ .  Hie Hooor the 
Lieutenant-Governor was p1ea~e.d approve of these proposals; and Iris Highness the 
Maharnja aleo accordirlg a heartv assent, isrued the necessary notice., and dispatched one 
of his confidential Eervanrs to m&t me at L e h ,  and make all the necessary arrangements for 
the Lir. 

Mohamad Nazr, Vakeel of' Yakub Be:, Kooshbegee, on his return from CasIlnlere, 
delnycri his drpartc~re horn Leh ,  rbn IJtIrpose to a-cert<>in the nature of these :Irrancements. 

Wuzerr  G ,  - i  vf Mundi, one 01 the nlclst influential p18rsonages ; ~ n d  largest traders 
in this part of' tile country, Ireal.ing what was g in? on, asked perrl~itision to accon1l)any me 
on the joulmey, and r t n d e ~ r d  most valuable ald bx his cc?un.el. 

Tara Chund, H o n  .rnrv Mapibtrate of  Lahoul, also acconlpa~~ied me. 
Two yeals ago, when the question of olleliing out trade n i tb  Ladakh and Central Asia was 

first broached, the state uf atl'airs looked very unpromising. 
T h e  road tiom Kulu through the ol;tlylng B ~ i t ~ s h  province of Lahoul was scarcely 

passable Ibr Iirden animals. X6 I travelled along Lahoul towards the fro~llier, in 1806, nly 
ears Mere assailed by continuuus complaints of tlre oppression, exactit~ns, ant1 positive 
Iilurl~ler of our traders by the Ladnkll c~fhc~:~ls .  T h e  recognised duties \ \ere so heavy as to 
become prohibitwe, and yet they were mlld compared with the iilegal cesses extu;ted by 
tbe officials. Whilst I was pas+ through Lahotil, the Mah.traja's arerlts were going from 
village to v i l l a ~ e  levying tribute trom British subjects tor tht. benefit of their master. 

Beyond the Cashmere border we knew little of \vh..t eventa were taking place, beyond 
the t ict  that the Mahoniedans had cast off thr  Chinese yoke, and nith i t  ; ~ l l  commercial 
connection with the E ~ s t ,  2nd their Ilrcessltv was ebidently our opportuility ; but beyond 
thts one enco:lraging fact there wa4 little to oppose to t l l -  opinion expressed by iuany that 
the idda of ~ , p e n i ~ : g  clul cclrnmrrce with Centrill Asia hy sucl) a line was purely chimerical. 

Within the short s p . ~ c ~  of Lno years, however, rverything has changed. 
At a comparatitely inslgnificarlt cost, not more than 500 1. having been expended up to 

the present time, the road Iron) Kulu to the Ladakh border has been rendered passable for 
laden zrlimals. Riwrs  ha\le been bridgrci, steep ascents have 1)een reduced to easy 
grad~ents,  ant1 for another sur11 cmf 500 I. the whole road will be rendered complete. 

The tribute paid to Cashmere has been abolished; duties hare been reduced; oppres- 
sions and exactions by Ladakh officials have beeen abandoned : instead of the fnriner system 
of impressing poi,tel-s without payment, n c a ,  thanks to the Mallaraja's liberal orders and to  
Doctor Cayley's watchfulness, lull hire is pilid to every man for his services. Now joy and 
glild~ieas reign tl~roughout Latlalih, and the utmost c o n t e ~ ~ t  and g ~ a t i t u d e  are expressed by 
the numtrous ~radel-s 1 : .  be met with on the road. 

Moreover, instead of h e ~ n z  rnet with opposition by tile Maharaja's agents, and with 
forebodings as  to the destruc~ion of Cashmere monopolies, we now have the 

aharaja and all lris agents fully a l ~ v e  10 the advantage of frec. trade, and rach vieiog with 
the other in endeavourir~g to foster and extend the tlnde, whicll they so lately tried to 
stifle. 

From Yarkand and Kasl.gar the traders arid travellers b r ~ n ~  encouraging accounts of 
t ~ a n ~ u r l l ~ t !  and a vlgoroua government u ~ ~ d e r  Yakub Beg, Kooshbegec. And all unite in 
explessing the earnest desire of the ruler ant1 his peolde to see trade wit11 H~ndos tan  fully 
developed. 

Arrived a t  Leh, ~t was surpr~sillg to bserve the c r~~wdet l  state of the bazaar, and the 
piles of goods brought from Y a ~ k i ~ n d ,  Casho:tre, and the Punjab, 1:eilped up in the houses 
or in the court-yards bellind. 

Leh is in itself a;) insignificant place; th r  c hier town of a sl~arsely-populated poor 
country, which can nraiutaiii l i t ~ l e  or 110 trade. Hut ~t is iniportant a s  being r l ~ e  
entrep6t of commerce betafen distant c o ~ ~ r ~ t r i e s ,  of the vigor~'us vitality of whicl~ ample 
proof is offirded by the evidence of onc's wlises. 

The return of imports and exllorts :~bont  to be Furnished bv Dr. Cayley will show the 
sthte of the m:!rket a t  the present time. I t  I?: ad~:~itted that the bulk of the seabon's mer- 
chandise is yet on the road : and a s  yet the news of the measures taken to f:lcilitate 
commerce hare  not been made I'ully known. Still it may be noted as a satisfactory com- 
mencement that the  amount of transactions this year w ~ l l  be about double that of last year. 

Tllis trade is now to i,e stinlulated by the ext;~blr?;hment of a lair a t  Leh in tlre autumn 
of every !.ear. And ro make this a sucr.ess it was necessary to arrive a l  some computat~on 
of tht. demand and  supply of the ditFerect art~cles. Time alone can adjust the market 
properly, b ~ i t  experience  ID^' what occurred In esrablisl~ing the Palampur fair taught that, In 
order to guard against disnppointnlent ancl loss, it was neceszary to make and publish some 
kind of estimate of the a r t~c les  most likely to  be in demand. 

A l l ~ e e t i n v  of traders, therefore, was held to t l i sc~~ss  commercial matters. The  col~versa- 
tioll ;\as first directed to the road by which Yarkand ancl Turkestan are generhlly suppliec~ 
with goods. 

I t  appears, from the s t a t e ~ ~ ~ e n t s  of traders, lhat of lale years English goods have been 
sent i n  large quantities by Dera I s ~ l ~ a e l  Kl~iln and Pesh;r\vur to Bokhara, and thence by 

Kokan 
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Kukan 10 Kash ar and l ' a r la~rd ,  au hasp co r~~p- t . d  s ~ ~ c c ~ ~ f u l l v  with c o d *  brouzht from 
Ruse~a. I t  wifl be obrerved by a glance at the nlnp 111 ~t cnrnmelct thur takw a very 
clrcultous route, double the ILnie bang  consumed on the journey whicln would he taken by 
thp direct route. 

The reason for this which w o ~ ~ l d  nnturally suggest ~tself  l o  one's mind I R  the unfavoclrablc 
of the road over the Hin~alayas. and this was a~surned when inquiry was made o! 

the tl%dere. But i t  is a fact worthy of llotice that thev all at once replietl, in art empl~s t i c  
mallner, that the cause of the s t o p p p  of trade hy the direct route w~ts solely the exceswe 
levy of dutke  by the Cashmere Government. As proof' of this they polnled to the preencc 
in tile rneetingof many traders who never came t., Lelr before, b u ~  wile had now been 
induced to venture by the annou1,cement of a red~~ct lon  ot t lutl~~s.  

There was no inclination to make i i ~ h t  of the difficulties of the ro;id, but the! declared 
the: this ,rfould not hinder trade if the fiscal i ~ u r d e ~ ~  were li5hiened. Thi .  fact is i n~por t a~~ t ,  
ant\ g i v e r  encfrur;hzement; for, as will be shown presently, t!irre is ete1.y proipect of' our 
being alllc- to irnprove the road grea1l.v. 

Tlley next pointed o ~ ~ t ,  as a hindrance, thl. difficult of getting carriage. Owing to the 
smalll.ess of the traffic ;iI..ng this line, 110 attempt L d  bcrrn made ~o provide an~mrls  Ior 
burden br.yo~lri rvhat c o ~ l d  be obt . i~n~t l  from the neighbourlr~~ eheohcrds or Idndowers. A 
few men at  different plares kept ponies and yaLs 61r hlre; allrl, as the sul)ply was limited, 
not only could the prlces be u~l~lulp  raised, hot often great anrl vexati:)us ~.el;lys w~luld be 
caused by enlorced halts till animals which had carried onwards a PI-evicma batch of mer- 
chandise could return. 

Between Lch and Amritsir mercl~ants hart: to change tl:eir carriage five rimea. 
Nor ,  on the Bokhara and Kokan line it was represented that, owing to the wealth of the 

traders and the greakr traffic, no such difficulty existc. 
But this is an evil easily remediable. I t  is quite evident that, it having been once de- 

termined to givt. a stimulus to made, I; will be worth while fur carriage owner. to il~creaee 
their sul)ply. All illat is requisite I S  sollie kind of guarantee that if c:ore cattle bc pur on 
the line, the tradr will be sufficient ~o en~ploy then1 all. 

Wuzeer Goshaoln aud Tara Chund at once agreed tu take up the subject as regard> tlnr 
road through Brltish terr~tory, and l~ave already com~~ntnced arrangements by wllich carriage 
will be more plentiful and cheaper. 

The discussion then was turried to the state of the road between L:itlakir and '!'t~~kt.stan. 
Hitherto only one line has been used, \ v l ~ i c l i  crosses the Kara l io~x~u ronrt ,  and is so 
exceedingly dangerous and difficult that the traders are:obliged to take three spare !~ur,e- !or 
every one laden, and the calculation is that per ctnt. ol the aniruals die uln the road. 
The hire of a I~orse-load for the jou~ney varies fro111 42 rupees to 50 rupees. 'FIIIS, o:'co~lrse, 
increases the cost of lreight enormously. Yet all this difficulty and expense lins not pre- 
vented h e  trade from doubling itsell' this ytal, the real obstacle, e\cesslve duties, having 
been removed. 

Similarly, though in less degree, the road between Leb and Hindostan has llither:t~ been 
somewhat dan erous and difficult, yet there is a large class of the population of B~~ssaliir, 
Lahoul, ~hamiifa, and the lower hills, whose living entirely depends on this tra<Je. 

For these persons the irnllrovementi now being undertaken by the British Governluent 
will render the road so e F  that i t  is hoped that a reduction o f  25 per cent. in the cost of 
carriage may be made. 
As resards the Central Asian trade, it is a t~ratter of the greatest importauce that the 

route whicll two years ago was pointed to, when the subject was fust broached. M RIO& 
likely to prore perfectly eaay for laden animals, has now been prt~nounced by Dr. Cayley, 
who has travelled over it, ts be thoroughly p~xcticable even for Iadel: camels. By the 
Changchunpn~o routc all tlie difficult passes of the Karnkoranl are avoided. Iusiead of 
havlng to niarcln fer six days consecutively without findlng a blade of grass lor their cattle, 
as over the Karakoran~, the traders will find grass, wood, and water in abundance .ilong 
the C l l angchu~~~n io  line. Three places only are without glass, and these are not at  
consecutive halts, so that fodder can be carried witheut d~ficulty for one stage when 
necessary. Thus the towns of Yarki~nd anti Khotan can be reached without any risk of 
life or injury, by an tas! undulntin: load, as quickly as by the difficult, inhoepitable 
Karakora~n route. 

I t  is often said by persons not accustonietl to travel in these high regions, that it is 
impossible for trade to pass with any ease over such high elevations as 18,000 or 19,000 
feet; but the best answer is experience ;rnd fact. Trade not only dors pass by these routes, 
but shows a tendency to increase. 

The fact is that mere elevation, within certain limits, is no obsLaclr tu progress. When 
the traveller has reached the plains of R u ~ s l ~ u  or Ladakli he is already at n great rlevation, 
perl~aps 15,000 feet. The passes above him do not rise more tha l~  2,000 or 3,000 feet, 
and the a s c e ~ ~ t  is gene~ally over an easy slope. 

I t  is well known that, though four passes have to be crossed l~etween Kulu and Leh, the 
only one of which tradere speak with any fear is the lowest, the Hotang. This pass i. only 
13,000 feet high, but owing to its vicinity to the rainy tracks of Hindostan, its sides are 
washed by frrquent raim into deep ravines, or are carried away by constant avalanches of 
snow. As we travel further north, and escape the influence of the rains, we find but little 
snow lying on the passes, and there being less action on the soil, the mountain slopes are 
scarcelv ever cut into ravines. 

The 
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The consequence is that from the Bnra Lacha Pass to the Changchungmo the passage 

over the mountain, rising as high as 10,000 leet, is only the surtnounting of o succesfiion of 
undulations which offer IIO obstacle to enterprising tradrre. 

I rnay perhaps be asked I~ow, when such an ensy road exists, it has never been used. 
No setisfac~ory answer has as yet been given, beyond t l ~ e  assertion that for nlany years the 
route was forbidden by some former ruler of Ladak. Anyhow, whatever be the reason, we 
have now only to deal with the fact  that the ~.oute, thougl~ practicable, was closed till IIOW. 

Whilst I am writing tllis, a trader who has ventured over the road points out n still sllol.ter 
route for a portion of the way, by which two days' march may be savcd ; ant1 doub~ les~ ,  
if proper persons be enl loyed to survey the whole line, most satisfilctory rer;ults \v111 (le  

obtained ; mesn~vhile, tEu Yarkand Vakeel, r cco~~~pan ied  by a party of Pun.jab traders iln,j 
horse-loads of Kr~ngra tea, is about to take the Changchun~mo route to Yarkand, and thus 
open the line for future caravans. 

If negotiations acre  opened with Yakub Beg, Kooshl~egee, Ilr has the power, ;rod we are 
assn~red has also the will, to secure the dirc.ct lourr by kokiar to Tarkand from the depre- 
dations of the Kunjotee robbers, thus rendcring a still shorter line available for trade. 

There is another route between Yarkand, Khoten, and Hindostan, wl~ich, passing thrclugb 
a corner of Chinese Tartary, impinges on the Hindoston and Thihet road. Tllis, if opened 
out, would be still more favourable than the Cl~angcllungmo route. But this road can only 
be opened by a negotiation with the Pekir~ authoritiea. 

I t  will now be interesting to notice the profits on trcnsactions between Yarkand and 
Hindostan by this route in its present state, and I am indebted to the frank declarations of 
the traders for the following statements :- 

As all traffic is carried on horses or mules, for which the standard load is three mar~nds, or 
240 Ibs. English weight, almost all calculations are made on this basis. 

A horse-load of piece goods then is thus computed :- 

G n r ~ n  TOTAL - - - Rd. I 630 

l c c 
Weight. in  I Calcutta. l I 

Thus we have total cost of one horse-load and carriage to Yarkand - - - - 
Add duty at Leh, at 5 per cent. - - - - - - - - - - 

Ditto a tYarkand-  - - - - - - - - - - - 
Hireofservants-  - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Kow the goods will realise in Yarkand, according to the price current a t  present ruling 
in that bazaar, as follows :- 

,,, , 
Leh. 

Rs. 
- 
- 

- 
- 
44 

Long cloth - - - - - 
Muslins - - - - - 
Figured cloth - - - - 
Shirring - - - - - 

Linen - - . - - - 

TOTAL - - - 

Rs. 
5i6 
26 
18 
11 

cln;i;y 
Yarkand. 

R:. 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- -- 
42 

Broadcloth :-This is purchased in Calcutta a t  5 rupees, or 10 shillings, per yard. To 
this has to be added 2 annas per rupee for cost of carriage to Yarkand, and 1 annn 6 pie 
per rupee for duty. Thus  the total cost of a yard of broadcloth landed at Yarliantl is 
Rs. 6. 1. ti., for which the price obtainable at present in that bazaar is from 8 to 9 rupees 
per yard. 

Spices :- 

Rs. 
Lon cloth at 18 rnpees per piece - - - 100 
~ u i i n s  ,, 10 ,, ,P 

- - - -  - l 100 

Rs. 
R0 

100 

60 

150 

100 

490 

Pieces. 

l0 

20 

20 

20 

90 

90 

Flowered Mualins ,, 8 ,, ., - - - - 
Shirting ,I  1.9 ,, 9 )  - - - - 
Linen ,, 10 ,, ,, - - - - 

TOTAL- - - - 
Deduct Cost- - 

Net Profit - - - Rt. 

Seers. 

36 

15 

15 

30 

2 5 
P-.------- 

121 

160 
260 
200 

1,000 
630 -- 
370=£.37. 
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Spices :-These are taken by the rnule load :- 
I RI. 

One trader inrorn~ed me that last year he purcbaeed the co~nmonest green tea in Calcutta 
a t  six annas per pound, and sold it in Yarkand for lour rupees per pound. , 

Goat Skins :-There is a large trade in these:- 
I Rd. ' 

Three maunds cost at Amritsir - - - - - - 
Add carriage to Leh - - - - - - - . - 

Ditto - on to Yarkand - - . - - - 
nut,. - - . - - - - - - - 

The cost price in the ~1'1njab is - - - per score I l 0  
To which add for freight- - - - - 10 

TOTAL - - - 

4 2  
30 
4 2 

4 

TO.I.AL - - - 1 1 W  
price of spices at Y~rkand, a t  G O  rvj,les lar raaun~ - I ~ E I U  

S e t  Profit - 
T11ree maunds of Kangra Tea, at  one rllllee per pound - - - IF ?so 
C a ~ r i a ~ e r o Y a r l i a n d -  - - - - - - - 0 5 
DutyatLeh - - - - - - - - - 1  24 

TOTAL - - - Rs. 
Price of three maunds tea i n  Yarkand, at 1 rupees per pound 

S e t  Profit - - Rs. 

This wool was sold last year a t  Amritsir at 120 rupees per maund. 

These sell in Yarkand for 30 and 35 rupees per score; and whereas for all other articles 
certain amount of barter is necessary these skins are sold only for cash. 
W e  may now take the profit on these chief a ~ t ~ c l e s  of import. 
Pushm, or finest Turfani shawl wool. 
The cost price of this article in Yarkand is 20 rupees per maund. 
A horse load may be thus computed :- 

Rs. 
T ~ u E ,  three maunds - - - - - - - 
Deductcost - - - - - - - - 

Three maunds pushm - - - - - - - - 
CarriagetoAmritsir - - - - - - - - 
DutyatLeh - - - - - - - - - 

(TOTAL - - - RI. 

-- 
Net Profit - - - R,. I 1 2 S = f .  22 I 0  c. 

Rs. 
60 
72 
3 

-- 
135 

Churrus :-Hemp juice, finest quality, 3 rnaunds, at 40 rupees - - 
Carriage - - - - - - - - - - 
UutyatLeh - - - - - - - - - 

TOTAL - - - Rs 
This sells in the Punjab at 130rupees per maund, 3 maunds 

Net Profit - - I(s. 

RE. 
120 
5 2 

l3 

Silk :-Of tlie finest quality comes from Khoten, in which every liouse is said to contain 
silkworms. The protit on this article, when sold In the Punjab, is not less than 50, and has 
been as high as 201.1 per cent. 

From the foregoing statement, which has been carefully prepared, it will be seen that, 
after paying all duties, and a heavy rate for carriage, at  least 50 per cent. profit 1s to I,e 
obtained from trade by this direct route. By the adoption of the Changchungrno route, the 
cost of carriage from Leh to Yarkand will be reduced one-half, and by the improveme~~t ot' 
the road between Leh and Kangra and the increase of supply a reduct~on of 25 per cent. 
will be made ill ~ l re  cost. 

'here  is, therefore, a very large margin lot reduction of prices in Yarkand, and btilr 
Engl~sll goods, imported by this; direct route, itill be able tod compete successlully a ~ t h  
Russian goods. 

384. G 3 Tlie 
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'The next. lioiclc brought btfoar: the meetiug Whe the quuntitj of each article ol commerce 
In demend, a rd  the quantity that coultl be sul~plicd. 

Shawl wool may be taken fir,t as beir~g rhe n~oai ~mportant, inasmuch aa the idea of free 
trade III this article causecl the greatesl alarl~r to the Maharajah, and induced his English 
su orters to crv out against tbe e u p l ~ o ~ e d  ~lestructron of the Cashmere monopoly. & demand -for this ar~icle in Ca511mere is tired at  1;2011 loads. Beyund this quanlity 
the urticlt cannot lie uttlizecl I)! the pr~,eellt nutnher of handsin the factnries. Any clualltity 
beyond this amount then that is iml~orted from Yarkand may be sent to Hindustan. Now 
the sup ly of t l~ is  sllatvl wool is 1)racticolly lin~ited o :~ly  by the demand, any uantity being 

rocura61e; and thi. at once dispel. the fears of' tile Cashmere shawl merclantG, and re- 
b t r s  tIw xrgunlents r l l  the monupoli-t party. 

Tea :-We know, from Mr. 1.unlley's Re1,ort and from the statements of the Yarkatrd 
n~ercl~ants,  that this artrcle can Ire taken in ::I>! quantities to Turkestan, and, as has heen 
already shown, at  1 1 ~ ~ s t  rem1111erative prlces. 

The same re111ark applies to almost all art~cies of trade. 
Regarding tea and English piece goods, the r~lercl~ants con~pla~r~ed that the liberal orders 

of'  he Maharajah of Casllmere had In reality proved to be a burden on trade; for whereas 
forme~.ly tea passed Iree, and piece go~jda were only subject,ed 10 a duly of Rs. 4. 11. per 
horse load, according to last yeaA rates, now they are all taxed equally, at  5 per cent. on 
the cost price, and o h o r ~ e  load of piece goods has to pay 25 rupees. What action otlgllt 
to be taken 011 these representat~nns I do not venture to suggest; but I may p o ~ n t  
out, as a fact, that the result of our e h r t s  to facilitate the introduction of En4lish goods 
into the Turkestan market has been to increase heavily the duly on the most important 
articles. 

Thus far, with the exception above mentioned, the work of opening out trade has pro- 
ceeded satisfactorily, and the present Wuzrer, Akbar Ali Shah, is showing himself must 
energetic in carrying out the orders of his sovereign. 

B i t  i t  was forcibly pointed out by the assembleil traders that all these efforts to open 
out conrnlerce with Central Asia were likely 10 prove unavailing,unless some guarantee could 
be obtained for the stability of tlre govrrnnient in Yarkand. Many of the merchantspresent 
related Ilosr a few years ago they had embarked in this trade, and had lost all in the turmoil 
which followed tlre expulsion ot the Chinese. 

A sinl~lar pet~tion Tor protection \\,as presented by traders, when the subject was first 
broached, and it was because of the ~~ecessity for securing our traders from loas, rv11e11 the 
idr a of' a nlissio~r across the Lorder was abandoned, ~ l ! a ~  the idea of' a t'air in our territory 
was >tnrttd. At such a fair our traders col~ld transact business in perfect safety, and the 
foreigners who came into our tctritory could return wit11 their gootls without fear of. 
molestation. 

Now, however, the case is different, the rcque.t is not for protection fro111 op ression in 
Yarkand, but fur the conunuance of a governme~lt \vhich affords protection anB faiilities 
to commerce. 

Thi, request was put forward by the Yarkand portion ol the traders, whilst the Hindoo 
merchants, disinclined to discuss political question* so far  beyond their reach, preferred a 
more modest request, that the consular or Akshnli sjstenl might be put on a ulore satis- 
Iactory footing. This system has been clescrihetl ro frequently that it will be unnecessary 
to sap more than that, whilst Kokan and Badakhsharr are 14iciently represented, the 
interests tjf the Hilldostan traders are but indiHerently cared for by an Akshal, wl~o calls 
himbeli the Cashn~ere representative. Yet this man really owes IIO allegiance to &sllmel.e, 
ancl ib  under no kind of control. Hitherto, by some estraortlinary m i ~ a ~ ~ ~ r e h e n s i o n ,  on9ing 
rnost probably to the entire absence of an\ n~a~lifestalioll on our part, the peollle of 
Turltestan have imllibed the impression that the Engllell in India are subordinate to the 
Mal~ara ja l~  of Ci~si~mere; and rvhe~l the Kooshbegee dispatcllrd a n  ellvoy to seek the 
I'riendsl~ip a t ~ d  aid of the Mah;~l.ajah, I1e sent lli~n to the ruler of Jll~unloo and Delhi. The 
Hindoo British sul,jects !hell, wllo desire tn trade with Yarkunil, ~ o i n t e d  out the necessity 
for some char~ge In the co11aula1. system, and prayed that they m ~ g h t  be   laced under a 
consul of their own, and not be con~~)ellecl to appear in the Yarkund markets as tlre subjects 
r1t' En~land 's  tributary. 

This leads me to detail an interesting conversation held the following day with Umr Bai, 
kafila Bashee, or trader of the caravans, the trusted a-ent and adviser of Yakub Beg, 
Kooshbegee. This man has for many !ears past held a Big11 place amongst the trading 
co~~lmunity of Kashgar and Yarkand, and was employed in the c o u ~ ~ c ~ l s  of the Chinese 
Anlhans. His frank manlier and high character for probity and generosity have rendered 
him all object of reepect to all the Yarkand ~~~erc l ianls ,  and doubtless induced Yakub Beg to 
place reliance on him as an agent. He described Yokub Beg's ~os i t ion  in Turkestan s s  
firnlly establishecl. The o111y Chief of note who could give him any trouble, Buzurg Khan 
'Tora, ia now an exile in Leh. This individual was the nominal ruler sent forth to recover 
Turkestan I m n ~  the Ch~nese with Yakub Beg as the real conqueror. He  is tile son of 
Jehangeer Khan, the descendant of the former rulers of Yarkand, prior to Chinese 
annexatiou, who uas  betrayed to, :lnd beheaded b!., the Chinese in l02S. 

The present 111er1 See1116 to be a most lavourable opportunity for us toenilervour in friendly 
concert with R u s s ~ a  to establish in Turkestan a kind of neutral  round on which our traders 
may meet and interchange goods. Yakub Beg, assured of freedom from interference, ~ o u l d  
be loth to incur the displeasure of the two European powers by injuring t,l~ese ~llerchonts; 
and Rusni:,, haring obtaincd a footing in Kashgar by our aid, could not  ret tend to any 

light 
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right to exclude our goods. We may rather argue froln the ~jicture tvhich Mr. Lumley IIUJ 
drawn of her necessities, that Russia will be only loo glad to hlrve an may and erped~tioas 
road for the transport of tea opened out to :!~e province of Sem~pnlatinsk. 

APPENDIX showing the PROFIT per Cent. on O o o ~ s  Exported from Hir~dostan 
to Ynrhnnd. 

[The calculation is made on the horse-load 0 1  goods. J 

Cost of 
Carriage to 

Yarkand 
and L)uty. 

AnTlcm. 

Piece goodm - - - 

1 

; Re. 
630 

I 
I 118 

Colt Price st  

hlrrbrt where 

purchnwd. 1 
!- 

Rs. I 
I 

490 1 
l 

I'r~ce ' Prodr 
r u n e o t  tn Bet ProLt. 

Yarkat!d. prr Cent. 

APPENDIX showing the PROFIT per Cent. on GOOD; Exl~orted from i*/rrhrrnd to 
Ifindostu~t. 

[The calculation is made on the horse-load of goods.] 

Shawl-wool - - 
Churru. - 

- : 1 Silk - - - - 

Cost Price 

in 

Yarkand. 

RI. 
60 

Cnat 01 
Carrdage to 
Hiodortan 
and Duty. 

RI. 
i 5  

i d  

Hindornun. / Hiodoatnn. 
. . -- 

Rt. RI. 
135 166 

193 390 192 P7 

900 1 513 1 131 
I 
l I 

(Ex- r~~c~e .> -Fro rn  W. S. Setori-Karr, Esq., Secretary to Government of India, Foreign 
Department, with Governor General, t11 T. H. Thor~torc, Esq., D.c.L., Secretary to 
Governme~~t of Punjab (No. 1254); dated 28 October 1868. 

I A M  directed by his Excellency the Viccn~y and Governor Geueral in Council to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 23rd of September last, No. 834-366, 
f o r ~ a r d i n r  copies of a memorandum drawn up by Mr. T. D. Forsyth, Co~nn~issioner of the 
Julinder Divis~on, on the subject of rrade with Central Asia, thud conveying the opinion 
of Hia Honour the Lieutenant Governor of the i l~~por ta~rce  of the trade in question, and of 
the encouragement which may be lawlully given to the -ame by the Government of 
India. 

3. The thanks of the Government ale due to Mr. Forsytl~ for the interest which he has 
taken in this ques~ion, and for the amount of valuable inlbrn~atiu~> wh~ch  he l ~ a s  collected 
as  to the character of the trade, the cost and n~ode of cunt8eyttnce, the details of the mer- 
chandise, the opinions entertained by the traders, the administration, s r ~ d  probable senti- 
ments of Yakoob Koosh Begi, and the possibil~ty of incleasing our colltmerce with, and 
extending our influence in, Central Asia. 

4. I am now directed to convey to you the upinio~~ of his Excellency in Council on 
Mr. Forsyth's proposals, allcl to state the precise mea>urc.s which, in consequence, and in 
the present condition of our information, l~ i s  Excellency In Council deems it prudent and 
politic to adopt. 

5. His Excellency in Council wlll be willing to sa~iction the disbursement of a sum of 
5,000 rupees to attain some ot the objects aimed a t  in Mr. Forsyth's communication, viz.: 
the improvement of the means of c~trnmun~cation in the direet~on of Yarkand by the Chang- 
chungmo Pass. 

3'34. G 4 6. His 
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6. His Excellency in Council is, however, inclined to doubt if ao extennivo or Ilighly important trade can sprin up between India and Eastern T u r k e ~ t a ~ ~ ,  inwever nlu& it Ray 
be f i t c r ed  by the Britis[ Goverl~u~ent or its repremtatives. l 'he route appears too lollg 
and the obstacles too many tor such a result to come to pass. No doubt tlle llleaaurep 
which have lately been ndoptcd will ive the trade a considerable stiululus ; still, in the 
very nnture sf Lings, and looking to 8 e  modes of conveyance by wl~ich murcbandbe is to 
be trnns~orted over such a coulltry, even though some of the highest pnsses can be ilvoldcd, 
the trade will remain comparatively limited in character. 

7.  His  Excellency in Council, however, consents that negotiations for the eucouragen~ent 
of' trade sl~nll be a t  once opened with Yakoob Beg, the ruler of Yarkar~d, by such lnode of 
communication as the Lieutenant Governor may find to be expedient and feasible, a11d tllat 
a n  Akehal, heins a native of' Ynrkand or its neighbourhood, shall be selected and  liberally 

aid by the I~rdian Government as its representative in that country. AL t l ~ e  ..a~llc tirue 
Xis ~ ~ c e l l e n c ~  in Council thinks it lnost desirable that the person o~r  rl11,11l the c h ~ ~ i c r  of 
Gove rn l~~ tn t  nlay fall should be one iu whom full confidence can he reposed as regac.ds 
credit, rrspectirb~lity, and tact, ~ I I P S I I I U C ~ I  as it is not ea.sy to perceive hot\-. at sucll a diS- 
tance, any rffecti5.e c o ~ ~ t r o l  or supervis~on over such a person can be exercised. 

11. I t  would be difficult, his Lxcellency in Council thinks, at  present to form, f~.om 
Mr. Forsyth's information, a reliable estimate of the pecuniary value of the trade likely to 
spring up. His  Excellency in Council thinks that, in con~parison with the large figures 
with which officials in lndia are in the habit of dealing, the statistics of trade svith Central 
Asia must be, for a lo~ig time, con~paratlvely insign~ficant. On the other hand, if measured 
in its nioral and political aspects, his Excellency in Coa~~c i l  admits that sucll a traffic may 
be of no inconsiderable interest and importance. 

1:. What is required to give confidence to the traders, and an impulse to commerce, is 
some clear and ta~rgible proof that the Government of India is in earnest in its desire to 
foster commercial relatio~~s betweell India and Tulkesran. Not only therefore will the 
money \~,llich it is I)roposed to devote to the object of opening up the road be we!l laid out, 
but the Government Illay also very legitinlately use its influence to induce the rulers or 
inhabitants of the territory through wh~cll the road chiefly passes to do their ulrnost to 
improve it, and ~ h u s  to facllitate the traffic and the intercourse between tlre two countries, 
and so to make the traders really acquaintetl with the resources of India, the character of 
i ts  rulers, and the objec~s of its administration. 

13. This trade, though statistically sn~all, does possess certain elements of importance. 
It is carried on, in part, by enterpris~ng British subjects, natives of India, who are entitled 
to British protection accordillg to our usual policy ; and, in part, by Asiatic foreigners horn 
remote regions, whoni we \risIi to impress, so far as inay be politic and practicable, with a 
sense of' our resources, power, and prestige. 

14. Fortunately, too, its amount and importance, though, as already ilrtimat~d, sniall 
when compared with our own internal trade and with our exports and iniports by sea, is 
quite su5cient to afford us a fair reason for n~anifestilrg an interest in Central Asia : for 
expendil~g reasonable sums of money, for lendiogr countenance to some of Mr. For3yth7s 
proposals, and for the est;~blishment of all agent to watch over our comillercial interests. 

15. Tllere is a good dcnl i n  these paperr relative to the hope of the l)roduct~on of large 
quantities of tea in the British Ili~nalayan regions for the consumplion of nrillions OF 
Russian subjects. To keep this in \ietv is both conln~endable and prudent. But ~ h r  con- 
sequences are too remote, 11ot to say in~probable, 10 llnve any material influence on present 
considerations. Tl la~ good tea, suited to foreign markets, can be profitably grown in mo- 
derate quantities in the Himalayas has been placed beyond doubt. Rut when the proba- 
bility of a large increase in production a11d in the consunlption of that article is considered, 
the aspect of the case alters entirely. The Himalayan districts, suited by clinlate, eleva- 
tion, and other facilities, to the grolvth of tea, are mostly (though not all) thinly peopled ; 
and when attempts are made to extend the cultivation largely, then tlierc will arise all the 
well-kno\tndifficuliies about tl.anspo1.t and labour; which difficulties, i t '  overconle eventilnlly, 
require executive interrcrence, time and attention, and, possibly, legislat~ve en,~ct.uents. 
Thih is one of several reasons why tco sanguine espectatlons n~ust  not h c  czlletl forth by 
the culti\.ation of tea gardel~s, and tvliy it inay be long before I-Iinialayan tea can cmnpete 
with the old-establi,hed cult i \at io~: in [lie well-peopled and highly civilised districts or 
China. 

16. For [he general interests of arllatever real trade there may now be, or may be called 
into exis~ence, the es~ablishmeot of fairs IS n~ost  inlportunt. 'l'he fair at  I'ala~ul,ore, in the 
Kangra district, the lair conternplaled at  Leh, in L:~dakh, are each of sterling value. More- 
over, such institutions affbrd to our officials the nlealls ot' seeing traders and travellers fro111 
the very countries nnder consideration, and of thus acquiring inKorolat1011 which might not 
be otherwise obtainable. 

17. The Gover~~nlent of Intlia has thought it necessary to state clearly, and at  s a n e  
lengtl~, its own views in rcgard to tlle conln~ercial aspect of this questior~, 111 order to pre- 
vent the growtlr of over-sanguine expectations, and to l a ~  down the poi~lts to ~vllicll action 
should be at  present confined. These are, as st:ited, the expe11ditul.e of nloney on the roads 

and 
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snd bridges, and the appointment of o paid ahhal or agent; and it in only necmry  to 
add thur the front~er authorities may at sU timas use every endeavour to ec uire more 
lccurate and detailed information regarding the country and people beyond h a  Qina~a~n l ,  
as well ap to promote trade, end to generate respect, esteem, and confidence, by advice, by 
prsollal intercourse, and by all legitimate meane in their power. 

(Political, No. 44.) 

The Secretary of State for India to the Governor General of India in Council. 

India Office, 25 Februnry 1869. 
1. THE letter of your Excellency's Government, No. 197, of the 2nd November 

1868, in the Foreign Department, Political, which encloses much interesting 
correspondence relating to the !,resent condition and future prospecb of trade 
with Central Asia, has been fully coneidered by me in C;ounc~l. 

2. The zeal and ability which Mr. Forsyth, the Commissioner of the Julinder 
Division of the Punjab, has manifested in his i n ~ e s t i g a t i ~ o  of this important 
subject, have elicited the warm approbation of the Lieutenant Governor of the 
Punjab and of your Excellency's Government, and I have much satisfaction in 
expressing my full appreciation of the excelleut service rendered by this 
meritorious and enterprising officer. 

3. The iuformation which has been furnished by Mr. Forsyth relating to tllr 
prospect of so improving the comrnut~ications between India and Central Asia, 
by the way of Ladakh. as greatly to facilitate the tra~rsit of goods between the 
two countries, is very satisfactory as far as it goes. Already he states, " A t  a 
comparatively insignificant cost, not more than 500 1. having been expended up 
to  the present time, the road from Kulu to the Ladakh border has been rendered 
passable for laden animals. Rivers have been bridged, steep ascents have been 
reduced to easy gradients, and for another sum of 500 l .  the whole road will be 
rendered complete." Your Excellency's Government, however, takes a less san- 
guine view of the commercial advantages which are likely to result from these 
measures. I t  is doubted whether " tlny extensive or highly important trade can 
spring up between India and Eastern Turkestan, however much i t  may be 
fostered by the British Government or its representatives." Still, with reference to 
the moral and political aspects of the question, your Government admits that 
such a traffic as may reasonably be expected " may be of no inconsiderable in- 
terest and importance," and you, therefore, observe that "not only will the  
money which it is proposed to devote to the object of opening out the road be 
well laid out, but the Government may also very legitimately use its influence 
to induce the rulers or inhabitants of the territory, through which the ro;d 
chiefly passes, to do their utmost to improve it, and thus to facilitate the traffic 
and the intercourse between the two countries, and so to make the traders really 
acquainted with the resources of India, the character of its rulers, and the objects 
of its administration." 

4. I n  these sentiments Her Majesty's Government concur. They observe \\it11 
pleasure that already some satisfactory results have been developed in tlre 
territories sullject to the Maharajah of Cashmere. Mr. Forsyth states that 
" duties have been reduced; oppressioris and exactions Ly Ladakh officials hare 
been abandoned ; instead of the iormer system of impressing porters without 
payment. now, thanks to the Rlallaraja11's liberal orders and to Dr. Cayley's 
watchfulness, full hire is paid to every man lor his services. h'ow joy and 
gladness reign throughout Latlakh, and the utmost corlter~t and gratitude are 
expressed by the numerous traders to be met with on the road. hloreorer, 
instead of being met a ith opposition by the hlaharajah's agents, and with gloomy 
forebodings as to the destruction of mor~oplies, we now have the hlhharajall and 
all his agents fully alive to the advantage of free trade, and each vieing with 
each olher in endeavouring to foster and extend the trade lrhich they so lately 
tried to stifle." 
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s. Even if this picture be somewhat high1 coloured, there is still much cause 
for congratulation in the improvement r h i d  hn. taken place during LC past 
year. I t  was not to be expected that, whatever might bo tho good feelings and 
the good intentions of the Maharajah of Cashmere, his agents would all at once 
desist from their old habits of corruption and practices of extortion, and I am 
not, therefore, surprised to learn from Dr. Cnyley that there is still much to be 
contended with in this direction. We must trust to the action of time to prodrice 
a more complete change in the chai.acter of public functio~iaries, who have ever 
been accustomed to enrich themselves by illicit gains at the expense of the traders 
passing through their country. 

6. On the subject of the former unwillingness of the Mallarajal~ of Cashmere 
to allow the fine shawl wool from Yarkand to pass out of his territory, Mr. For- 
syth observes that his Highness has ceased to desire to maintain the mono- 
poly, end is convinced of the benefit of free trade. '' The idea of free trade 
in  thie article," he adds, "caused the greatest alarm to the Maharajah, and 
induced his English supporters to cry out against the supposed destruction of 
the Cashmere monopoly. The demand for this article in Cashmere is fixed a t  
1,300 loads. Beyond this quantity the article cannot be utilized by the present 
number of hands in the factories. Any quantity beyond this amount than there 
is inlportecl from Yarkand may Le sent to Hindostan. Now, tllc supply of this 
shawl ~vool is practically limited to tlie demand, any quantity being procurable, 
and this a t  once dispels the fears of the Cashmere shawl merchants, and refutes 
the arguments of the monopolist party." But i t  appears to me that the desire 
to uphold the monopoly resulted, not from any apprehension of a short supply 
of wool for the Cashmere manufacturers, but from the belief that the value of the 
ehamls made iii Cashmere would be greatly depreciated by a more extensive 
manufacture of the article in the Punjab, or in other parts of the British donii- 
nions, and its sale, perhaps, at a lower price. I t  was obviously the desire of the 
Cashmere government to avoid all such competition. Our true com~nercial 
policy, therefore, in such a case, is not to endeavour to persuade the authorities 
that the actual loss of the monopoly will riot in itself be inconveniently felt in 
Cashmere, but that the practical recognition of general principles of free trade 
througl~out the Maharajah's dominions, will tend so to increase the general re- 
venues of the country, and to promote tlie prosperity of tlie people, as to render any 
depreciation of the value of the shawl trade a matter of comparatively minor 
importance. 

7. I am desirous of learning what is the state of the Hindostan and Thibet 
road, commenced by Lord Dalhousie, and subsequently carried on towards 
Changoo and Shipki, but the completion of which was arrested by want of 
funds. If money is available for the purpose, i t  would appear to he desir- 
able to open out the 70 miles which still remain to bc completed, and which 
would effectually tap the commerce of the Thibet country. 

S. In conclusion, I have only to assure your Excellency's Government of 
the interest with which I shall receive from you further reports upon tho 
subject, and the millingness with which I shall be prepared to sanction zny 
moderate grants of public money for the promotion of so laudable an object. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) A rgyIl. 
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